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c1. The incomparable Poeclncy 

| and Holinelfe of God. - 

2. Chrifts Allin All. a 

3. The glorious enjoyment f Hea- nd 7 
venly things by Faith. ne 

4. The Naturall mans bondage to 
the Lew, and the Chriftians a“ 
-diberty by the Gofpell. Mm 

\s.A preparation for judgement. be 
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By the late Reverend and painfull — 95 
_ Minifter of the Gofpel, | | 
‘JEREMIAH BuRROUGHES, ~ g 
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rinte y T.€. for John Wri lest the Kings head in 
~ the Old-baily. 65 4. g ". 
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FRANctIs Rous, Ef. - 
Spests of the Parliament of the Com: po. 
| _monwealth of. England, and Provotts c | 
ty OF EstonColledge. - age 
. | ee | | ae = Laws ee a | 


WF a Heathen. Post eonild 6; No Non + 
| ontnis: moriar,. mi ‘thal dive thou oh I | 
B die; -fappofi ing, ‘his Woks in? 
mortal; , though himielfe: were: thortall: | 
a Upon: how: muuch. better. an: account - 
— maya Prophet of the Lord: Ay 5 “Nod | 
“ moriars fed bivam: of: fballinoe die ibe 
live: “both in: pet of his: \inninortall | 


ofoule | 


7 pee ae rd 


THE EPISTLE 


foule to ) which death is as the gate of | 


life ; ‘and in refpect of the immortall 


travel of his foule, being converfant in 


the Word of the Lord that abideth 


for ever, 


‘The workes of the Saints of God: 


in whom ‘is the fpirit of prophecie,not 


-onely: ive when they are dead; But are: 


inftrumentall in the hand of grace,both 


top ylant Ife where it ig not, and water | 
it here itis, that it may ‘pring: forth’ 


more abundantly. 


> Thechofen Velkbof the Lord, by _ 
whok Miniftry he was pleafed to give - 


out the Heavwirily. .treafares : laid. up: 


an thele. Sermans ,. :lath- forme’ yeares. 
fince put off his earth:, ‘and put om 


that Inheritance of the Saints in light, 


for which she! Lotd {eemed ‘earlie to: 
have ee him; by his: camelt and. 


afli- 


—4 


, 
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DEDICATORY. 


aS Travail in fit tting ‘others; 
But though the Veffell be broken, ‘or 
rather indeed:.refined ancl. tranflated'to 
his mafters more immediate ule, --yet 
the Treafures abide for the common 
enrichment of the Saints... For {piri> 
tuall Treafures (like the ‘loaves bleffed 
by our Saviour) multiply in their ufe,. 
and when thoufands have been enrich- 
ed by them, doe ftill remaine — 
ent to enrich thoufands: § ji 220055 
- . 'To-you lionoured Sir, is this fill 
but Precious treafury’ prefénted, “not 
as though your-own ftore were noe 
- alteady: full for’ who knowes ' noe 
how many precious Jewels.( through 
> the. riches. of Chrift-in you) youhave 
_—tichly fet and: polithed far : the adori 
Ring the Bride:the Latnbs:wife? “Sure- 
: 7 saa —“ of: ‘Chett Games to Bax 
; A> 


aghae Da 


_ “THE. EPISTLE , | 
chofen and fealed your Spirit to cele- 
_ brate his own Nuptials.in your Myfti- 
cal Marriage and fong ofloves. > 
- Butas gold, befides itsowninternal 
worth, receives an Authentick impreffi- - 
on from the Image and Super{cription — 
of the Prince: Andasinhonouringthe — 
Lord with the beft part of our fub- 
fiance, An humble acknowledgement — 
_ of his: Intereft both in the whole and 
_ our felves (not any Addition to his 
fulnéfle) is intended: Sois this Trea- 
fury prefented:to the touch and teft 
of your Judgement , Firft as the Stan-_ 
_ dard of approving things thatare ex- 


~ eellent, And then as an humble te- ° 


to you oe eee 

.. That ‘the Lord’ would make you: 
long an-Ornament and ‘defence to’ 
a his 


{timony how muclt he owes himéfelfe 


wee toe 
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his Saints, and profper his own plea- 
fure in your hands, is the prayer of, — 
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To the Chriftian Reader. 


OU He Authour of thefe enfuing Sermons 
XT bath fo abundantly approved bimfelfe 
to the Church of God by. his former labours, 
both in preaching and writing , that it would 
be rather g difparagemext to him to offer any 
ting by way of ‘commendation. His name is | 
-yet like a precious Oyntment , and fo may it 
be fo long as the Sunne and Moon endures. 
- Thefe Sermons will difcover themfelves to be 
bis genuine iffe 4 the feverall lineaments and 
proportions of his file ( though ftiles differ 
as much as faces) are bere difcernable. Thofe 
that had the happineffe to be converfant 
with bim, and auditors to bim, are able - 
to fay, Sic oculos, ficille manus,fic ora fere- 
bat, So be opened bis Text, fo he handled bis 
Dottrine , foe delivered bis Application. It 
istrne , thefe fragments af bis are under the 


oe 


_ To he Reader. 


prejudice F yes Poftbunens. an Se 5 yer <r a 
may fay of thene-as Paul. faid. cenceraing bin. 
felfe, We fuppofe they are not inferiour te ~ 
the reff of bis Works, though they ere. born: ont 

of due time; and fragusenis thangh. they are, 
yet ave they to be efteemed, Ramenta auri fant 
pretiofa. Thefe Sermons areto be prized for . 
their own worth and intrinfecalh: excellency, - 
whoewer was Anthonr,. And:thes Authouriste 
be bononred for his reall worth sabes feriver be 
is the authour of. — 

We foall-adde this alfo for thy encourage 
ment, that thefe Sermons have been very bap- 
pily rakew by the thd of a ready zriter,Mr. Far- 

thing, mow ¢ Teacher of Shoxt writing 3 one 
who bath given ample te nie. Of bis great 
skilf and dexteritie in writing Short-hand.. 
We think we may fay, there are not many 
words delivered by. the Anthow, that are left 
out. However, confedent. we are that there is no~ 
thing material which was by hin preached, 
but is bere by the care and fassbfulneli of wad 2 
'. Scribe prefented ‘to thy view, 
The defire of the publipers ésirbar the name 

f this worthy man of God s mes be kept ix ho- 
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“"Torhe Reader. 


our, that separa be thefe things.to 
thy on ufe, and dxpreffe them in tby life that 


whatwas {poken to fame may.be common to alli 


what was. accepted by thew that heard it, ma yy 
be.xeceined and improved by thofe that réad.it.: 
This ts all mehave to communicate to thee 3 ‘it 
would bean tnjury.to detaine thee longer frowt 
the reuerend: Anibor ; we only.commendthee to- 


_ the grace.of Gud nsich is able to make thee ax 


bound in every good: work, -and bid thee Fare- 
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Peo 15. IE: | cee . car ree 
| Whois like wato thee,O Lord, amongft the Gods Libeiclike 


unto thee, elriow in bolt ieee int sri, ding 
wonders! | | 


oe 


ub His ee is this day falflled i in our ur Eares, and 


2s efore our eyes; that which God hath already be- — 
ae 


gun to doe for. this Kingdome and the neighbour 
- FEE Churches , doth fhew untous, that there is none 
like untothe Lord, W hoi is gloxioms in bolixelfe, fear 

full in praifes,doing wonders, 
The words though they be in the middle’ of the fong, yer 


it area kinde of an Epiphonema,which ufuallyisattheend:; 


_ but the fpirit of Mofes being raifed in admiring at., and-blefing. . 
“God for the great things he had done for, his. people , he. con- 


a _ taineth not himfelfe ti I he comes to the-end, ‘but breakes forth 
' “ia the very middle with this applaufe of the. glory of God, Whe 
4 #4 Hikg usta wt 0 Lgrd oe the ie oes who: 4 ee unto thee, glo- : 


a . ‘ r views 


; . thee : 
: aes a . a) 
ee ee eo, ee ee, pe 
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a1 The Saints Treafiry. 


woe - ott ne 


> er ee Lee ae -  — ee oe ee ome se ee 


rious in bolineffe, fearefullin praifes,doing wonders! You feethen 
the words area part, of Mofes his fong, occafioned upon the _ 
goodnefle of God in delivering of his peopte from Egypt, and - 
carrying of them through the Red-fea. And this fong ,-is the _ 
moftancient fong that ever was in the world; itis the firft in 
_ Scripture, and we know of no Author before Mofes; thofe that 
were skilfull in the way of. Poetry were many hundréd yeares 
after eae Ic-is a {pirituall and moft excellent fong ; the ftile 
- of itis full of Elegancy., the matter of exceeding variety; itis 
_ . §aicharificall, Triumphant, Propheticall, and "ts pitty we have + 
stot {uch an excellent fong as this is, turned into. Meeter, tobe - 
ung in our Congregations. | ‘And ie tsa moft delightfull Yong, 
and therefore you fhall obferve when God promifed a great 
— Mercy toh peéple in which they fhould exceedingly rejoyce, 
he hath. rerengeto this {orgs Hofaz 2.15. Ani Ivedl give ber 
Vineyards from thence, aud the valley of Acher for a doore of. bop. 
"and fhe fhallfing there as in the dayes of ber youth, and as in the day 
“when fhe came up out of the Land of Egypt. When God intended’ . 
any gréat mercy to his people, he would: have theme fing accor 
ding to this fong ofMojes:"So ‘then, if God be in a way of 
— -nercy's ifhe be opening a dooreé of hape td usy vou fee how | 
~ + ,feafonable this fongis, And-cis a Typical fong, as-of che de- 
-.. fiverance of riaiad Ph ahi ord Egypt, fo a Type of the delive- 
ance of Gods people trom the bondage of Antichrift ; cheréfore 


 d 
e 


-. Ftisvery obfervable, thar this fong was co be {ung againe when . 
+ + Ighe people of God fhould be delivered'from Antichrilt ; In Re- | 
| “webs. and the beginning, you may fee Gods judgements upon 
“Pentichrit. and'in véerf.'3. ic is faid they -fing the fong of Mofesthe ~ 
‘fervant of God, and the fong of the Liam, Lg Sabian mats — 
“wellons are thy ¥vorkes Lord God almighty; juft and true arethy wayesy - 
thou King of Saints. By this you, may fee that God would thew 
“us, that the bondage under Antichirift- is ‘like the bondage iin 
Egypt; and- therefore Rome is called’ Egypt in the Revelations, . 
“pecaufe’ when we ‘fhall-be ‘delivred from Antichriftian sas ce 
| tages we fhall tenéw this {dng of Mofes: So that ifwe now ex 
‘pect déliverantctrony bondag¢e under ‘Antichrift, ic is good'for = | 
“Us to bef ai birfelves' with this fong,becanfeit is thar which =. 
thall'be fanig’bver Agdine when thebondageof Antichriftis ree 
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- come inftantly to the words, which are as it were a recapitula- 
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ufin; he brings in this fong as one of the miracles, that is,that 
God did at the fame time by the {pirit infpire all the people 
of Ifrael, that they fung together one and the fame fong ; an 
therefore it was miraculous true if it-had been fo, but the Scrip- 
tureis notcleerein that. ~. . oe One 
_ But we leave generalls and come to the words; thongh 
there be many excellent things in the Chapter to make way to 
that Ihave read; yet becaufe I would not behindersd,f will 


‘tion ofall, containing the fubftance of all; asif he had faid, 
j have {fpoken of many particulars chat Ged doth for his peo- 
ple ; but there is none like unto the Lord , who is glorious in bolineffe, 
feavefull in praifes, doing wouders. There are Five things (you 
fee then) wherein thename of God is advanced here: Fi 
there is none like the Lord : Secondly , glorious in holineffe : 
Thirdly, fearefull in praifes : Fourthly, doing wonders. . 


_- I confeffe when my thoughts were firft to {peakeupon this” ” 


Text, I intended onely the third particular, the opening of that 


Title of God , fearefull in praifes; we finde not any fuch. Title .. 


that I know of in all thebook of God. but onely in this.place; - 
Dut becaufe I faw there was much of God in the two former, 
therefore I chought it might be ufefull to fhew you what chere 
is of God in them, and was unwilling to paffe chem by. For the 
two fist then, who ix like to thee, O Lord, amongitthe Gods, 
gobo is like unto thee , glorious in bolineffe, who is like'to thee ? this 
you fee is put by way of interrogation ; now interrogati- | 
ons in Scripture are efpecially brought in two wayes : Firft, by — 


» way of admiration. Secondly, by way of negation. Sometimes 


by way of admiration, T/aigh 63.1. Who is this that cometh from 
Eden with died garments from Bozrab | Many others we might 


"mame by way of admiration : and by way of negation you 


_ ~ know there are hundreds of examples; and both thefe we are 


to underftand here in the Text: Firft,. by way of admiration, 
who is like unto thee O Lord amongft the Gods, &c. The fpirit df: 


 Mofes and the people being ftruck with aftonifhment at the 


Iqe 
~. gy of God, now manifefted by the great workes he did , they 7 


-admire and fay, whois like unto at Lord .? and (then by way. 
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| of negation, whe is like unto thee O Lord? thatis, there isnone 
like unto thee; that is the firft expreflion of the’ glory of God, 
the lifting up of the name of God above all things whatfoevers 
theteis none liketcGod. ; a 

’ AndGod doth much glory in this expreffion ofhis glory, 
that there is none liketohim ; we have it very often in Scrip- 
ture, 1 Chron. 17.20. O Lord there is none like thee, neither is there 
any God befides thee, according to all that we have heard with our 
eares: So in Pfalm.86.8. Among the Gods there is sone like unte. 
thee, O Lord : and Pfalm.89.6. For who im tke beaven can be com- 
paredunto the Lord? who among the fons of the mighty canbe like- 
aed-unto the Lord. ? wemight name divers other places where 
God glories much in this expreffion ofhis glory : and the peo- 
ple of God have gloried muchin it; and there: is great caufe 
‘they thould doe 6. Ie is {aid of the godly Machabees that at 
- firft by reafon their name was an offence ,meeting with this 
rey vpn fentence, who is like untotheeO Lord amongft the Gods? and be- 
3 ing much taken with it, they wrote the firlt Hebrew Letter of e- 
ay ry. word in this fentence‘m their enfignes: of warre, and car+ 
‘ried them about wich them ; and upon this ground they -were - 

‘called the Mechabees, glorying in this Title of God, who  Hhe 
wate thee? And upon this ground the Holy Ghoft concludes, 
~ ghatall fhould honour and glorifie God , becaufe there is none 
likeuntohim. Pfal. 86.8. Among the Gods there is none like unto 
thee O Lord, neitber are there any works like unto thy works. Mari 
what followes in’9.10.11.12. verfes. All Natiogs whom thon aff 
ie made, (ball come and worfhip before thee, O Lord and foall glorifie 
thy name 3 for thou art great and doef? wondrous things, for thon art 


‘God alone; teach me thy way, O Lord 1 wil watke in thy treth; unite 
my beart to feare thy name’; I will praife thee O Lord my Gody with 
i all my heart, and Iwill glovifie thy Name for evermore.’ Thus you — 

{ feehow theboly Prophet was taken with this ‘expreflion of 

{ God; that there is none like to him, therefore teach me thy way, 

| O Lord, I will walke in tly truth, ec. 3 
i _ _ There is none like unto the Lord among ft the Gods : So it is here, 
by it may becranflaced as well amongft the -mighties. God is lifs _ 
: -- teduphere not onely above the Heathen gods, fothattherets | 
Done like to him amongit them ;but he is lifted up aboye whae- 
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‘ mongft the mighties: who ever is pac pacing “same lectherebe — 
what might and greatneffe and excel | 


enoy: foeverin the world, 


' yet God is infinitely aboveall. It would:take up too much of 


our time, if we fhould dilate our felves in fhewing to you fome- 
what of the glory of God in this, how«he is: above all things, 
and that there is none like tohim : |. widl therefore but briefly. 


' Aame a few paffages, and apply this particular, and paffe to the 
- fecond, that we thal . pices 
: . Phere is none liketo God: Firft,in that whateveris in God, 
‘is God himfelfe ; this is a propriety of God: there is no crea-. 
turehath any excellency in it that reaches to this excellency, 


}dwelllongerupon. ._°~ ~ 


_ that whatever is in-that creature fhould be the being of it, all. 


-ereatures being made up of feverall things ; but now whatever 


is in God is God himfelfe. Againe, there is an univerfall 
goodneffe in God , and there is none liketohimin that; one 


creature hath one good in it , and. another, another : but God © 
hath all good in him, there is all excellency and beauty in God 
_ finan eminent manner 3 there isnone liketohim.in that. And - 


then all beings are but one excellency in God, however we ap~ 


. prehend God in feverall excellencies ; one attribute fhining. 


through one creature, and another through ceeds he all are 


united in God; And all that’ isin him is primicively in him, 


he is of himifelfe; and from himfelfe, and for himfelfe. And then 
- none can conimunicate himfelfe fo as God can ; none can in- 
fli& evill, or convey good fo.as God can, and that this expref- _ 


_ fion of God hath reference too: for it is peculiar to God-to 


,. 


communicate as much of himfetfe as he will, which no creature 


' can doe; though:the creature hath but-little, fome drops onely 
‘of | Seni in.comparifon of the ‘infinite Ocean that. is 
In 


od, yet the creature carinct communicate of thofe drops as 
itwills itis the phe viaaed of God onely to. communicate 
his goodneffe as he will. And not onely fo; but he-can make 


the creature that he communicates his goodnefle to, tobe as, 


fenfible ofhis goodneffe.as he pleafes, which none elfe can dos ; 


_ ‘though one creature can communicate good to another , yet.it 


. cannot make that creature:as fenfible of that good as it will, 
‘which Godcandoe. And fo in inflidting of evill chere is ned 
en re gas ‘like 
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like to the Lord -in that, the Lord is able to let out all evill, to 
bring all evill at ance ; which none. elf¢ can does and heis able | 
to meke the creature upon whom he infli&s an evil, to beas: 
-fenfible of that evill as he will; one that hurts another, yer can- 

~ not make him as fenfible of that hurt as he pleafes , but this is 
the propriety of God; as he can bring all evill together, foheis 
able to make the creature as fenfible of all as he will ; and God. 
challengeth this as his own propriety , that he alone can doe. 

_ good, and he alone candoe evill 5.and therefore thereisnone _ 
like to him; fromvhence it follows then, that there isnone to 
be worfhipt as the Lord; there is none tobe honoured as the 
Lord; the Heathen gods, becaufe they did but communicate 
{ome particular good , therefore they challenged but particular — 
fervice ;. ¢xternall worfhip, and worfhip in fome particulars . 

would ferve the Heathen. gads, and they were fatished with it, 
and required no more 3; and there was reafon for it , becaufe 
they could not challengeto themfelves a. communication ofa 
univerfall good ; for. one god was for one:particular good,and 
anotherfor another particular good; and therefore they had 
but particular worthip futable thereunto: but now there is none 
like to the Lords he challengeth a univerfall worfhip and obe- 
dience: Thou fhale worfhip the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and foul, and ftrength ¢ {© that there isno fuch worlhipto 
be given ta any as is given to Gad ; and all beraufe there is noné 
likecohim in the txcellency of his nature, and in the way of 
eommuunicating of himfelfeunto his creature. | 
— Now this thac f havefpoken,is exceeding ufefull im the whole . 
courfe of our lives, in.ordering of our wayes and thoughts to- 

_ ward God : confider how ufefull this is, thus : It fhould be our 

\ carein beholding any beauty, any good, or excellency in the 
sxcreature, to keep ftill in our thoughts and hearts, the fenfe and 

_ ‘pprekention of the infinice diftance that there is between God 

_ and that creature ; the want of this.is the caufe of almoftall the 

evil chacthere is in the world, and the-true apprehenfion of = 
this is a {peciall meanes toenable us to glorifieGodasaGod. . . 

Ifay thus, when thou beholdeft any excellency, beauty, or - 
comlineffe in a creature, and taftcft any fvectnel init, be {ure 
thou docft then keepin thy heart the fenfe. of: thas -truth 3 ak 
| 7 _ Se thoug 
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. though there be fome fweetneffe here, yet God is infinitely a- 


bove the creature, and there is an infinite difproportion be- 
tween that'good, and beauty y and excellency thatis in thefe 
creatures , and that which isin God himfelfe. God gives us 


leave to let out our fiearts » and.to take the comfort of . 


the creature, when. we fee abeauty and excellency init; and: 
“‘ghat becaufe it is his fimilitude upon the creature, and it is Gods 
excellency thatis there, anda {pirituall heart hach more free- 
‘dome to let out it felfe to the comforts of the creature then any 
in the world. befides, becaufe he can meet with, and tafte God: 


_ there; bur though God give us leave to doe this, yet evermore 


‘fo that we be {ure to referve our hearts t0 God’; to be fenfible 
of the infinite excellency thatis in God above any creature; 


‘and if we be not carefull of this,we {hall foorfall off from glo-- ~ 
- xifying God'asGod., and. our hearts will flicke in the oreature. 
- And this hath been the ground of all the oweward Idolatry and. 


fpiritual Tdolatry in theworld - Of seppinier anced | » which 
did arifethns; mren‘at firft feeing fome excelhency and worth‘in 
ihe creature, as the‘Sun and ‘Moon, and Stars, they did-acknow-. 
edge'God above them: and that chefe were’but creatures, and: 
‘hat there-was more excellency. in God then inany of thefe - 
‘bat ae 
‘being taken wich the excellency they faw there, their hearts. 
‘fuck inthe creature, and they loft che appréhenfion of the infi- 
nite excellency of God above the creature, and: fo fell froaw. 
‘God, and: worffipt them that were nogods.. © | 


5 


' And fo for fpiricuall Idolatry ; thofe that commit Idolatry 


‘with riches, orany creature: cometo them at firft, and fay to 


‘them , how doe you: apprehend the comtforts of the creagure?: 
‘Ts there not infinitély. more in-God then:there is:in the creature ? 


‘yes , ‘they will fay.. Lbur by letting our hearts out-upon the - 


‘creature ,.and by poring upon. the beauty of thecreature, we 


ace at length to lofe the power of this appreHenfion that was _ 
at 


rt upon our Hearts,.and fo commit {piriciall Idolatry. with 
‘the creature; and therefore it muft be our care to keep incise armed 
“frefh our apprehenfion and‘fenfe of that iifinivediftance that 
‘there is between God and all the comfores-of che creature = and 


- “fo longas thou: doetkeep-thy:apprehentions -freth and Strong, 
; «mere | 


to-look upon'the creature too much, and: 


ae Ps pled mion me — ee : 


"of the infinite diff roportion that there is between 
creatures, therefore now feeing there is an infinite flupendious © 
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here, there is no danger, and thou finneft notin letting thy 
*,.- felfe out to the creature, if it have not abated thy apprehention Al 


 hejghe of excellency in God above all creatures, there fhould 
be the like choughtsin our hearts towards God and the crea- 
ture, thus: as there isan infinite diftance between the excellen- 


. cy of God and the excellency ofall creatures, fo there ought to © 


bea kinde of infiniteneffe in the. diftance and difproportion be- 
tween that efteem and delight, and dependance we have in, and 
upon the creature, and that we have in aad upon God ; there- 
fore you fhould not fatisfie your felves in this that you ac- 
- knowledge God above the creature, for all will do fo; but you 
-are to finde in your fouls fuch a difproportion between your 
_ efteem and joy, and defire after the creature, ‘and that you have 
_ after God, as is fomewhat like the diftance that there is between 
God and the creature, now the diftanee is infinite that is between 


_Godand the creature , therefore there fhould bea kinde of infi-. 


niteneffe in che diftance between your efteem of, and the wor- 
king. of your hearts and endeavours after the creature ; and that 


efteem and working of your hearts and fouls which you have 


towards God ; and this is to glorifieGod asa God; thisis the 
~ foul worfhip we owe to God in the world ;: this is the true fan- 


_Gifying of thename of God when this comes practically upon -_ 


jOurhearts.:. | | | 
Secondly, if there be none like to God, then it followes that 
- there is none like to the people of God; for asa mans god is,fo 


is he ; look what god a man chufeth,he is as his god is 3a cove=_ 
‘tous man, if he make riches his god, he is fo to be judged ; and ~ 
‘{o a voluptous man ora Heathen. Nowif the Saints of God _ 
‘have chofe this God to be their God , and there be none like to | 
han, then ic muft needsfollow, thatthereis nopeopleliketo 


‘Gods people : and marke how the Holy Ghoft makes this infe- 


26. There is none like unto the God of Ie{urun, who videth upon the 
- Heaven, in thy help and in bis excelency in the skie; what is the in- 


ference of the Holy Ghoft upon this?verfe 29. Happy art thonO 
‘Afracl, who is like unte Sores O people faved by the Lord, &c, So chat © 
4 : | Me Ps es a 3 tee tae ; you. 7 
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pn fee according to the glory of God in any ae there is 
_ a@refle&ion of ic upon the Saints of God, and this is the won- 
| @erfull excellency of Gods Saints ‘to have the reflé&tion of God 
Aer them, happy are they that haveGod to be their God; if 
God be excellent, fo are they: ifGod be aboveall, and there is 
norte like'to him, fo are they above all , arid there is none like 
to them. You have the fame inference of the Holy Ghoft, 2 Sa- 
mncl7.22,23 « Wherefore thon art great , O:-Lord God , -for'there is 
mowe like thee, neither is -theve any Ged befides thee 5 according'to al 
that we bave beard with our eaves. Marke-what followes, ard what ~ 
ous notion in the earth is lke thy people, even the Ifrael ?&c. So 
that theres ndnelike the people of God ; and it maft needes 
"follow from henve, for they areas their God is y therefore fayes 
‘Mofes (Cwhen he {peaks of the people'of God) Exod.: 33:16. So 
foall-we be fepavated, I and thy people., frems all the people that are 
upon the earth, fo you read it in your Bibles 3 but the word in the 
- Originall fignifies wonderfully feparated ‘Gods people are won- 
‘derfully:feparated from the world; as God:is wonderfully high 
‘abeve all creatures fo.ate his peoples aherefore in Niwmb. 27. 9. 
itis aid chac-Gods people foull dwell alome, and foall not be reckoned 
among the Nations: whytbecaufe they arethe people of God, and _ 
-the people of that God that hath none like tohim , and there- 
‘fore there is tone like to them ; thavis for the confolation of © 
the Saints of Gods. a Pa 
Thirdly, it followes from. hence, that therefore it fhould be 
‘our care thar none fhould doe for their gods fo as we doe for 
ours: for ifthere be none.like ‘to our God; -then.it3s a fhame, 
hat ariy thae chufe other gods fhould doe that for them that is - 
. above chac which we doe for-our God: : As now for Idolators, 
_ *to inftance in outward and {pirituall Idolatry :. why 5 there is 
-- mone like to out God , certainly all .dre Idolaters:in:the world 
. -have not {uch a God as. we have, their recke is not as onr rockes our 
~enemies themfelves.being judges. What-a fhame then were it, i 
swe fhould not doemore for ‘our God then they doe for theirs? 
yea, we fhould Jabour ‘to doe thar ifob our God that. may come 
‘up to that height of excellency. which we apprehend to be in 
him. - Will, you fee what Idolaters: doe for their Gods : 
_ Firft,obferve che earneftnefs of the fpiries of Idolaters after théie 
“ | _ — _ ‘gods, 
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(uiab 53.5; enfleming your felves with Idols nuder ovary green Tree 3 
ahein hearts werecaflamead after their.Idol gods, which arenas 


‘Bkepar Ged: Ohow then-fhould our, hearts be enflamed after 


ous Godt fhould we content our felves with, and reft facished 


in cold and in dead-fervices to our. God} how -nmch. ftrength -. 
fhould thanexhortation of the Apoftie have upon as Rosa, ie 


Be feraout in Spirits fencing the Lord? nis she Lard we ferveiitie 
‘aun God, the greetand 8 otings God y\and therefore we fhauld 
be ferventin slab irises him, 7 : ; 


bo. bee. Ge alge Se! 
__- Secondly, the Scripture feyes that Idolaters,. thofe that worr 


thip fali¢e gods, are mad-upon their Idols Jer. 50.3%. eee | 
Q. 


pk God-then-fhould have -abeir, hearts: tun after God, 


thofeshag are carnal] and notable ao judges fhould look upon 


thems even ag mad men, and. ty dor (0: when{oever the 
hearts of che Saints are! after God fully, they are lookt upon as 


madmen ; Sc. Peal was counted 2 mad mas.by Fefm ; das 26. 
#4: 20d WweMould ndt be afrdidof. cht: eprosches.of the warld 
in this kinde.s; chough they defpife us-.and thinke us bafe.and 


vile, end out of our wits + Why Idolaters are mad upon theiy | 


Idols, therefore if therebe any thing God ¢alls for at our hands, 
though the world account ‘it ‘ad effe., yet our hearts muft 
workeafter Godinits and. it is-a fhame that any mens hearts 
fhould be more after their gods, then our hearts are after ours 5 
becanfe there is'noge likeunto ofrGodes GL 


- ‘Thirdly, the earnefinee of the heatts- of Idolaters aftentheir 


Idoll gédg appeares from Fer.8,1,2. At that tine faith the Lord, 
they fball bring aut the homes of the: Kings of Judah. &c.: aud they 
foal fpread them before the Sun, wed the Moony dud all,the boft'af 


| Heaver, whom they baue loved, arid whim they bave ferved, and af- 
ter whom. they have walked, aud whom they bave fought, andwbom = ~ 
they bave worflipped: they.fhal net be guthexcd y wor beburiedy&é. 


¥ have often thought of this Scripture, ic is.exceeding remarke- 
ble : [know no one Seriptore inal! che book of God, that hath 
fo many exprefions.together , to thew the firtngth of the heares 
of Gods people after God, ashere we have.to fliew the ftrongth 
of Idolaters.after their Idols: Aied they frall fpread them before the 
Sun, and the Mex, and all the boft.of Heaven, Marke, 1 5//bom they 


have 
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after their Idoll gods, in regard of the coft they are yong to’ 
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bane loved. .2. Whom they heve ferved.:' 3. After whom they 
bave oie 4: Whom they have fought.': 5. Whom they bade 
worfbipped; and.allin fofew.words. : Thus their hearts were 
after their Idoll gods : how much more then ought it to be faid 
of us concerning our God, whom we have loved; and whom we 
have ferved, and after whom :we have walked ,.and whom we 
have fought, and whom.wehave worlhipped?\ 

_ Againe, obferve how the Stripeure fets oue the {pirits of men 


beftow upon them. Ife. 46.6. They fhall lavify gold out of the 
bag, and weigh filver in the ballence, and hire a gold{mith 5 and be 
maketh itexgod. They carenot whatcoft they are at to worfhip 
their Idols. O what a fhame’ would it be if we. fhould not be 


it 


willing to part with mach of our ‘eftates for the true worlhip of 


the true God : and though we fhould -lofe our eftates, yet if 
we can ferve God better, and in a purer way, we fhould be con- 
tent; for Idolaters will lavith gold out of the bag upon their 
Idols. -Now there is none like to-our God 3- therefore jc.is a 
fhame that they fhould doe more for their ‘gods then we doe for 


-eurs. And chen what are Idolaters-willing to fuffer for their 


- gods? 1 Kings 18.28. how did Beais Priefts there cut themfelves 


after their manner, with Knives and Lancers, ti} the blood gu- 
fhed out, to fhew their-refpe&'to cicirIddts? Jet’ us-then be’ 
willing to fuffer any thing that God callus to.’ And how con- 
flant were they to their Idols! therefore fayes God, fer. 2.10, 11.’ 
Confider diligently and fee, if there be {uch athing : bath a Nation - 
changed their gods which are yet no gods: ? but my people have chan 
ged their glory for that which doth nok profi tow ill doth God 
take this: chat Idolaters thould not charge their’ gods ‘that ar€ 
infinitely below him... ahd yet that his peoplé. fhould change’ 
their God who is infnitely above them?: °° 7) w’ . * 
~ Againe let us take heed left there‘ be any found~that fhould’ 
have cheir hearts-fet more upon. their Jufts ; then ‘we até wpon- 


> God r tale all che exkellencies in the pyorldt ;\ and, they are fife 
 nitely below God 5 hove much more then isa Tuft "for'whac is'2’ 


luft in comparifon of alf creatures in heaven and earth’? and yer 


how are mens hearts {et @jion their lufts? yea, how hath diy 
_ Own heart been fet upon ane: left heretofore ? thinke: thert 
a | sai : 
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with chy felfe what:an infinite unreafonable thing is it that the. 
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heart of any man in the world, or a own heart, fhould be fee 
more upon a bafeluft then upon the ivings eternall , and inf: 
niteGod. "Tis faid of Abeb, thathe fold himfelfe to worke: 
wickednefle, 1 Kings 21.20. be thou willing then to fell thy felf 
to God, to give up thy felf co Gods the bearts of the founes of mens 


(ic is faid) are fet, and fully fet to doe evil, Ecclef.8.11. doenot 


thou content thy felfe with fome faint wifhes and defires after 
‘God, but let thy heart be fet and fully fer for God. In Micab 7. 
3. itis faid they doe evill with both bends earneftly ; marke, they 


doeevill , and they doe evill carneftly, and they doe evil] ear. 
neltly with both hands. Now then, for fhame-be not thon flug- 


heart. 


i Againe, we have one notable Scripture more that fhewes how: 
the hearts of men are fet upon that which is evill, Prov.19.28. 


The mouth of the wicked deveuseth iniquity; ‘cis an elegant exprefli~ 
on of he Holy Ghoft; its a metaphor taken from the practice: 
of brute creatures; as now take a beaft chat hath been kept from: 
drink a long time, and is exceeding chirfty , if you bringitto: 
the water , 1¢ will chruft its head into the water, as. if ic would. 
devour che. whole River, and could never be fatisfied :- chat is: 


_ the meaning of this phrafe, the mouth of the wicked devoureth ini~ . 


guity, that is, when hecomes to his finne,he is.as greedy upon its: 


- as the beaft chac hath been kept long from water is greedy of. 


water. Ohow lhould our hearts be infinitely more greedy after: 
God, and his fervice , then wicked men are orcan be after. the, 
fervice of their Iufts'! to conclude all this, with:chat you have. 


Exodus 30. from verfe 3 4.:t0.the end ; there wa’.a perfume there 


to be made by the compofition of the Apothecary ; bue there 
was this charge given, as for the perfume which thou foalt make, 
yea foal not make to your felves-, ‘according to the compofition thereof, 
it fall be unto thee Said the Lord, &¢. Sp J conclude this point;) 
there is none like 0. God, he being above ali ; when your hearts. 
therefore are in any good frame towards God, perfumed and 


lifted up cowards God, take heed they be not lifted up towards. 
any. creature in the fame manner as Uey.are towards God: for. 
Pad | s 1) Tre 


ith in doing ferviee for thy God; doe thaz which is good, and*. 
oe it with both thy hands , and doe it earneftly with all chy. 


- deftlement of it felfe : fo God.can worke with 
-- yet without any defilement ofhis nature 5 but befides this.nc= 
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your fervice to God muft be furable to the nature of God ;- now 
there is none like to God, therefore there fhould be no fuch fer-. 
wice tendred to any,as is tendred to God : thus much for. the. 
firft ching, whereby the name of God is advanced here; wbeis 


| —_ thee O Lord among the gods! 
€ 


come now to the feeond , glorious in bolineffe; The word 
tranflated here glorious 5 doth as well fignifie magnificent,oble, 
and fo itis ufed in many places: thou art magnsficent and xoble 
mm thy rij Brethren, it isthe greateft magnificence, the. 
greateft nobility, and height of {pirit, that can be, cobe holy = 
God himfelfe is a magnificent God, and he is ennobled by his 
holineffe : this fets out the excellency of holineffe. | 
Againe, glorious m bolineffe, itis rendred by fome glorious in 
holy things : that is, glorious in thy holy Angels , glorious in 
thy holy Saints , glorious in thy holy word , glorious in thy. 


holy Ordinances, glorious in thy holy worfhip; God indeed is 


very glorious in his Angels, and in his Saints, and in his word, 
and in his worfhip., and in his Ordinances 5 but we will cake 
the words as you have them here, glorious ix holineffe. 
And for the explication of che glory of+God in this Title, 


there are thefe three things tobe done: Firft, to fhew you a_ 


little what holineffe in God is. Secondly, I fhall open unto youy 


_- how God is faid tobe glorious in holineffe: And then Third- 


ly, I thall few you why God hath this Title given him hege in, 
this place; why heis rather faid here to.be glorious in holi- 
neffe, then glorious in power : for ic was an att of power rather, 
that God did put forth in the deftruttion of the Egyptians, and 
deliverance of his peopl eeu ad 


add ples: eo ee Pe eta. te 
. For the fick : i is holineffle in God: ¢ .we..underftand, this 


(as generally we doe almoft all things of God.) racher by way 
of negation then otherwife ; rather by what it isnot, then by: 
whaticis, therefore weufe to fay that Gods holineffeis that 


whereby his natute is free from all kinde of:mixture, and trons 


the leaft foil and filth of finne; therefore God is called light,be- - 


caufe light is fo pure-a creature and fo free fronr any mixture 
of pollution, that it can be amongit flchy nes without - any 
nne it felfe,: and 


gations 


Dl ||) 


> 
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gation, if youwould know fomewhat pofitively, what the 
holinefie of God is, I would defcribe it to you thus: Zt 
is the infinite rectitude and perfection of the will ef God efpecially, 
whereby be doth: will and Werke all things futable to the infinite ex- 


_ cellency of bis own being; the excellency of God is the higheft, and- 


therefore the rule of all excelency3 and the will of God being 
alwayes futableto his owne- infinite execllency , and impofli+ 
ble to vary in the leaft from it, therefore his will is the rule of 
all holineffe. Let us confider it a little by looking into the 


‘holineffe- of the creaturé, and by that: we fhall fee fomewhat of 


the holineffe of God : for as we'cannot fee.the glory of the Sur 


by looking dire&ly upon ic, ie being too bright an obje& for | 


us: but by the refleCion of its beames in the water we may 


behold its glory : fo, the holineffe of God is too bright tobe 


beheld in: it felfe; we cannot behold the infwite purity and 
holinefle of God immediately : but by looking upon the holi- 
wefle of the creature, which is as it were the refle&ion of Gods 
holizeffe upon it,and a ray and beam of it, we may come to 


_ fee fomewhat of the holineffe of God. Now the holineffe of a 


ereature is this, the feparation of it from common things to a 


holy ufe, or the dedication of a creature in fome immediate | 


manner to God, for the lifting up of the namie of God the ho- 
lineffe of the Saints is this, the feparation of their fpirits from 
all common things to God as the highelt and laff end. And 


when they are ablé to worke to God as the ucmoft end, and to 


will chat they doe in order to God as the laft end ; and fo asis 


fucable to God as the higheft end, that is the holineffe of their - 


wills : fo icis in Gods holineffe : Gods holineffc is a dedication, 
asit were, of God to himfelfe: thatis, God being of and from 
himfelfe, and himfelfe being his Own laft end; he gives up him~' 
felfe unto. hinifelfe, and wills himfelfe as the higheft and ut- 


— ynoft end, and fo wills all ene ae ie a as the 
inefle of God; and the image - 


laftand higheftend: this is the 


_ of this holineffe is that ftanipe and worke of grace that is upon’ 
the creature: when the creatureis enabled to will God as the 


higheft end, and all eee to him, thecrea~ | 
y , becanfe it hach a ftampe of God 
OG gitizaack _ 


ture is then faid to be ho 
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« Sel , Bat. aloriew. in: holineffe ieee echt rious in holid 


neff? God is glorious in all. his ater#imees-and workei? and. the 
arth is, cheye'ts not one thing in God more glorious then ano- 


her, every atrribute of God being in ft felfe equally glorious 3 


but in regard of manifeftation and according 20 cur apprehen 
fion, fo one thing appeares more glorious then another ; and 
God is pleafed to {peak to us according to our apprehenfions: 
therefore you may. {ee how the Saints doe éfpecially glory in 
God asa holy God: looking upon him asa holy God, they doe 
exceedingly rejoyce and glory in him: therefore fayes the Pfal- 
wift, Pfal.99.3. Let them praife thy great and terrible name, for it 
is boly: and verfe §. .Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worfhip at bis 
foot-ftool, for be is boly: and again verfe 9. exalt the. Lord our 
God and worfbip at bis bily bill, for the Lord our God is boly. Thus 
the people of God look upon Godin his holineffe as the {pe- 


_ gall ground of his praife and exaltation; yea the Angels them- 


elves. in heaven, look upon God in his holineffz, and efpecially 


exalg him from thence, [fcich 6.3. the Ghernabines and Serapbines.. 
| ery three tinses,boly,boly holy is the Lord of bofts. Younever finde 


any of Gods ateributes mentioned fo three times cogether : 
though ic is true, Godis infinite in power, and in wifedome 


as well as in holinefle 3 yee you never finde in Scripture that —- 


Gor is faid to be wile, wife, wife, or, almighty, almighty, al- 
mighsy : but bely, boly, holy, three times cogether: and as the 
Angels of Heaven adore God ! 

Church of God,Kev.4.8. cryes out, baly, bely, boly, Lord God al- 
mighty, fhewing the blefird condition of the Church of God, 
‘when it fall be hereaféermore fanttified:, and God fhall dwell 
among them, they hall exceedingly then: adore God -in hit 


 olineffe above any other atertbute s‘ yea God hinifelfe: feemes. 


efpectally for his holineffe, fo the - 


to glory in his holineffaabove any other: attribute; therefore 


higheh expreffion of hinrelfe 5 he doth ic in thtis,as he is holy. 
fgiah 57.15, For this faith thebigh and:lofiy ene that inbabiteth 
pherwity, whofe name is boly. When God would lift up himfelfe, 
‘itis in this whafe wame is holy sand fo when God would (weave 


by himfelfe (Amos 4.2. he {weares by his frolineffe. Now as the 
Scripture fayes, when God could {wease by no greater,he iirc 


~ when God would lift up hinifelfein his glory, and give you che 
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by himielfe: fo.1 may fay, whenGod could fweare by no ex- 


‘ecliency above this,he fwares by his holineffe. | Ee 
Again,God glories in heaven it felfe as the habivation of his 
holincfle: heaven is the habitation of Gods glory, there God 
Jets out his glory fully: but what is that glory? why the top of 
all,is,the holineffe of God. Ifziab 63.15. Looke dewne from bea- 
ven and bebold from the babitation of thy bolineBe and tby glory:. 
yea the throne of God is Gods holinefle, Pfal. 47.8. God fitterb 
the throne of bis bolineffe; you know Kings upon their 
thrones are exalted and lifted up, fo is God lifted up spon the 
throne of his holineffe. _ Solemon, he made himfelfe a throne of 


_ Ivory, and overlaid it with the beft gold, 1 Kings 30.38. But 


the thrane of God is a throne of holinefle, a throne of bright 
fhining holineffle. | soe 
. Again, when God reloyces in his people, he doth it as they 
area holy people, Beut.7.6. For thon art a boly' people unto the 
Lord thy God: the Lord thy God bath chofte thee to be a peculiar 
people unto himfelfe aboveall' the peeple that are upon the face of the 
earth, Yea furcher , you thall finde that chis.attribute of holi+ 
nefleismore efpecially afcribed to the thitd eee in the Tri- 
nity: God the Father is a holy Godscthe Son,he is the holy one. 
of God ; but thé Holy ghoft hath his name from Holineffe : 
and tis very obfervable, that all the three perfons challenge ast 
equal! fhare in the working of holinefe in the creature, it being. 
{uch a part of Gods ‘glory, thac all che three perfons work it 
wherefoever it is: as the Father, he is a San&tifier. “Fude fpeaks 
of the work of fan&ification wroughe by. Ged the Facher in 
the firft yerfe of his Epiftle, Zo them that-are fantiified by God 
the Father. And then for theSon, Epb.5.25,26. Husbends,love 


_—-your wives, ever as Chrift alfoloved the Church , end gave bimfelfe 


a tharein this work-dhisis the glorious w 
‘Holy ghoft. | | ws 


for it, that he might fantifie and cleanfe.it. with the wafhing of ‘wae 
str by the Word. Chrift he gives himfelfe forhisChurch; to 
whacead? Not that he might bring ic to Heavert onely, but — 
thac he might fanétifie ic alfo; and then the Spirit of God, © 

Cor.6.11. And fuch were fome of you: but ye are walbed, but ye are 
fanttified, but ye are juftified , in the Nime of the Lord fefis , and 


- = 


Father,Son,and 
| But 


‘by the Spirit of our Ged. So that all che three perfons come in for — 
f ork of 
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_ Image of another thing,that fets ic out in the exce 
if ic doe it onely in a common and generall way: , :itis hot an. - 
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and refticude of an Intelligent-free Agent. An Intelligent free 


Agent is the higheft being ofall , and holineffe isthe reQimde. 


of that being , and therefore muft needs be. glorious. Hence it, 


"Gg, that grace is called Gods image, becaufe it is that which re- 


17 


_ needs be the glory of God, becaufe ic is thehigheft perfestion, | 
1 


prose God in his higheft excellency : for that is properly ma 


lency of itz. 
Image ofit. And then, in Scripture,sholineffe is called the beau- 
ty of God, P/alm.27.4. One thing bave I defired of the Lord, that. 
I will feeke after, that I may dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the dayes. 
of my lifes to behold the beauty of; the Lord.,-and.to esquire tn bie 
Temple.Now what is Gods beauty but the beauty of holineffe, 
the holineffe of God appearing in his Ordinances, and his wor- 
fhip is the lufter and beauty of the infinite glory of God y as 
Pfalm.110.3. the Ordinances are called the beauty of holineffe: 
Thy people fhall be willing in the day .of thy power in the beauties of 
bolineffe,&c.' Yea holinefle, fome feeds of it, the very Image of 


- ¥ onely in che creature, is called the.glory of God, Rem. 3. 


23. All bave finned and come fhort- of the glory of God ; the very, 


~ beginnings:of the work of holinefsin the hearts. of Saints is cal 
-Ied the glory of God ; much more then the infinite holineffe of | 
Gods own nature. Further , it. isholineffe that puts alufter — 


upon all the other attributes of God, and makes them glorious 
and honourable, Pfalm.111.9. Holy and reverend is bis name; the 


name of God is therefore reverend, becaufe holy. ; fo take all | 


the height of excellencies that are in God, yet if they be fuch as 


you can conceive them feparated from his holineffe, they doe - 
not makehis name reverend: and this fhewes. hqwinfinitely ic 
_ concernes us to labour after holipeffe; if all the excellencies af — 

God cannot make his name reverend,being feparated from holi- 
' neffe,then let the creature have what. excellency: it wil,for parts, 


for eftate,for dignicty,and honour in the world; take away holi- 
nefs,& you cannot fay reverend is his name;but,boly end reverend 


is bis namesfo it is {aid of God;his name is reverend,becaufe holy. - 
_ Again, Gods nameis glorious by: holinefle, becaufe itis the . 


{peciall end of all his works, to advance holinefle 3: a workman 
sau os  _ D _ ~  whea 


rf . 
‘ 
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. when he drawesa worke, he fhewes Artin the beginning offic: 
bur when he-comes tothe top of it, there he fhewes the excels 
lency of his workmanfhip : “tis fo with God , God will be ho» 
noured im all his workes, of creation and providence: but now 
come tothe height and pitch ofall, and ’tis that he might be 
honoured’asa holy God; and that he might have a holy peo-~ 
_ ple tohonour him here, ‘and to all eternity. I fay holineffe is 
that which God aymed at in creating of heaven and earth; "tis 
+ thae which'God aymes atin allthe wayes of his providence : 
~ eis the great bufineffe for which the fon of God came into the 
world, that he might redeem tohimfelfe a people to ferve him 
m holinc fie : “tis the end of the great councell of God from all 
eternity ; yea-ahd that he might manifcft the beauty ofthis. own 
holineffe in’ thofe two great attributes, Mercy and Juftice, 
thich are the branches of his holineffe , that he might make 
them fine to all eternity : this.is that God aymes at 3 therefore 
holineffe muft needesbe the glory ofGods name. . : 
Now a little for the ehird:: buc. what is the reafon that thig 
Fitle is given to God here in this Song of Mofes, glorious in boli« 
| alee the reafon is. this: to fhew, chat the infinite excellency of 
Gods power is {uch ,- that it is without any mixture of the Teaft 
- évillin the exercife ofit: here was an a& of mighty power put 
forth, and Ged was infinitely-holy in this a& ofhis power. Je 
_ is otherwife wich men! (obferve the.difference between God and 
man) It isa very hard thing. for 2‘man to doe great things, 
_andto manifeft great power without a mfixaire of evill: as “cis 
with the waters, while they run fhallow,they may run clearely: 
but when once the waters rife and overflow, they run muddy; 
and ufually there is a great deale of filut comes in with great 
ftreames : fothough in conmion ‘and ordinary workes. we doe 
not manifeft our unckeanheffe, yet ‘tis feldome when we ayme 
to doe great things, but we manifeft.a great deale of filthineffe : : 
‘but it is otherwife with Gods'God.is greatin power, andin that _ Hd 
- ‘keeps the gory’ of his Holineffe.'. Arid God manifefted here the 
preatneffe of his wrath upon his enemies, and yetthe glory of 
‘Ais holineffe too. It isa very hard thing for men to doe fo ; let 
‘men have their anger flirrd a lieele; O how much filth doe they 
prefently difcover ? how many have we that all she while they 
ia: a 7 4 are 


- linefe coo ; therefore che vials of Gods .wrath | 
_ gold, which is che purcft mettall ; fo is God in the executing 
ofhis Judgements. Oletus Jabour to imitate God in this? | 
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are pleafed are exceeding meeke and loving , but let any thing 


firse their paflion, and O whace greatdeale, of filth appeares, 
like a pon 


or correé it, but abundance of corruption comes with that an- 


gerjand fo a governour afervant. Who.can execyte Juftice pon | 
Others, but there will be much of felf, felf-ends’ and: felf-inte: © 


reft ; but now here is the glory.of God, that. when he manifefteth 
his wrath, chough it be fore wrath, yet he is glorious in holi» 
neffe.in great wrath ; heisinfinitely powerfull in his wrath, 
and in the executian of his paar pea » and yet infinite in ho- 


rhou that hafta paflionate {pirit, and art foon provoked, and 
difcovereft abundance of filthineffe,fee how unlike thou.art un- 


that is full of mud at the bottome, and cleare ag 
top, but flirreica licele and then its nothing -but filth, A-fa= 
ther or a mother cannot tell how to be difpleafed with a childe 


-Gads .wrath are faidta be of - 


to God ;.though thou fhouldctt be difpleafed with that whichis _ 


Sinfull, and mayf corre& thy children and fervants, yet be 


fare to keep that which is the beauty. of all in chy corre&ting af 


thers, and chat is holineffe. . 


Againe, this Title is given to God here; becauf ein this greag 


_—_worke of his he did manifefthis faichfulneffe in fulfilling of fi 


promifes tohis people; many promifes God had. madetg his 
Church for their prefervation and deliverance: and God im this 
worke of his did fulfill thefe promifes : now Gods faithfulnefle 


_ is a branch ofhis holineffe ; therefore becaufe he nianifefted his 


faithfulneffe in this worke, Mofes and the people extoll his 
name by this Title, glorious in-bolineffe. Icis obfervable, and it 
is of great ufe tous 5 that Gods faithfulneffe is a branch of his 


holineffe: if you compare two Scriptures, you will findeitfos, - 


WUfaiah.55.3. fayes God, Iwill make aneverlafting copenant with 
you, even the fure mercies of David. and this Scripture: ig quoted 


Alis 13.34. I will give you the fure mercies of David: {o we read it; 
put in the original] it is the boly and faithful things of David: fo 
that when God comes to thew mercy according to-his word ,, he 
doth manifeft the glory of his holineffe, and it is of admira~ 


ble ule to Gods people to aaah their faith, You have. 
. 20 . : 


heard 
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«heard that the glory of God is his holineffe, now one part of 


thisholineffeishis faithfulneffe,in fulfilling his promifes to his 


people : therefore it concernes God as he Joves his own glory, 


_ to be faithfull in fulfilling of his promifes, and God lookes at 


his holine 
neffe of God fhined upon thy heart, and drawne chy heart to — 


it ds his glory to doe it; thy comforts are deere to thee, and thy 
'prefervation is deere to thee, but Gods glory is dearer to him, 
yea Gods glory is dearer to him then thy foul, or thy eternall 
eftate can be to thee; and the top of Gods glory is his holineffe ; 
and his holineffe confifts in this (in one thing ) his faichfulneffe 
in his promifes. 


' Now for the application of this, firft: hence you ma ob- 


ferve , whether ever you underftood God ee or no; let me 
put this 5 es toyou, what is that excellency of God that 


your foul clofeth with ? we {peak much of Gods excellency, _ 
and weall fay, we love God, and deliglic in God, and bleffe . 
God ;but now, whacisit in God that drawes thy heart fo to 


him, and caufeth thy foul to love thy God, and to bleffe thy 
God, and to delight in thy God (as thou fayeft ) fince the time 
that ever thou knewefthim ? what, is ic that God will thew 
mercy to thee, and pardon thy fnne, and fave thy foul, and 


- bring theeco heaven ? thefe are things indeed that we are to love 


and bleffe God fer : but there muft be more ; it is the very per- 
fon of God himfelfe that our hearts muft be taken with, and ig 
mutt be the perfon of God in his excellency : and what is that ? 

fhe therefore hath ever the lufter of the infinite holi- 


God, and caufed thee eo ftandand adore him, and admire 
him; and hath:thy heart leaped upon the fight of the bright- 


neffe of his holineffe ? and doeft thou therefore love him? if fo, _ 


thou knoweft God aright and thy heart hath been aright drawn 
to him: fayes David, Pfalm. 119.140. thy word is very pure, there» 
fore thy fervent loves it. Canft thou fay fo, O Lord. thou art 
pure, thou art holy, therefore doth thy fervant love thee; and 


_ thy word is holy, and thy worfhip is holy, and thy fervants are 


holy, and thy Ordinances are holy, and therefore doth thy fer+ 
vant loveall thefe: for if the beauty of Gods holineffe be that 
which drawes thy heart forth in love unto God , thé propor- 
“donably icwill be the beauty of holineffe, in, all holy one 


wilt looke upon his Saints.as glorious in holineffe, and u 
his worfhip, and word, and Ordinances, as glorious in holi- 
neffe, and fo thy heart will be drawn unto them. Pfalm. 33.21. 


| hee fhall fee there how the Saints of God did rejoyee in the 


ord, and had their hearts drawn to him, becaufe of his holi- 
nefle; for our hearts fhall rejoyce in bum becaufe we bave trufted in 
his boly name: the trufting in Gods holy name, is that which 
makes our hearts rejoyce in him. Z | 
But Secondly, hence the people of God fhould exceedingly 


comfort themfelves in God ; in that they have to deal with him 


asaholy God: that though they meet wich much uuholineffe 
Inthe fpirits of men with whom they doe converfe: yet there is 


‘ in God nothing but holineffe, yea the very beauty and glory of 


holineffe : Brethren, itis a delightfull thing, yeaarare anda 
bleffed thing, co meet with a friend that hath a cleane and a 


_ pureheart, that hath no mixturein him, that is holy in his — 
ends and aymes, and that hath a fpirit free from guile: O what 
rejoycing is there, when one friend that hath a heart pure and - 


cleane, and free from guile, can meet with another fuch as hime 


Aelfe, and can clofe together in every point ! but what a delight 


then is it to meet with a God that is infinite in purity and ho- 


~ Jineffe, in whom there is no mixture at all ! God he takes dc~ 


light in us, becaufe we have but fome drops of his holinefle. O 


Show fhould we then rejoycein him who. is’ infinite in holincfle: 
- Indeed when we deal with men,we doe not alwayes finde them’ 


as we expect; we many times meet with men of excellent parts 
and gifts; buc when wecome to clofe.with thege we doz not 


finde their wayes and fpirits futable tothe eminéncy .and ex- - 


eellency of thofe parts and gifts; and this is a. grievous vexation 
tothe Saints , when they look upon men that are éminent and' 
excellent, and hope to finde a proportion of fpirit futable 


thereunto, but inftead thereof finde abundance of filth in their — 


spel though this may trouble thee,yet bleffe thy God in this 
that when thou art to deal with God thou fhalt finde nothing 


- but holineffein him, thou fhalt finde him working according 
to his excellency ; for that] coldyou was the nature of Gods . 


holineffe,’cis the perfeGion of his will whereby he workes all 


things | 
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that will draw thy heart to love and delight in them: then thou _ 
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things futable tohis eminency and excellency. Man hath an | 


excellency in him, but not alwayes grace in his heart to worke 
futable.to it; but God, I fay,alwayes workes futable to his emi- 
ncncy and excellency.Now when our hearts are raifed with the 


os _ fight of Gods excellency , and then thinke with our felves we 
“ “fhall alwayes finde God working aecording to it, O what a 
' comfort is this to a gracious foul againft all the evill he meets 


ry - \ 


with in the fpirits of men, amongf whom he converfeth? 


Againe, further for the comfort of the Saints, if God,be glo- 


_ rious in holineffe (then as in the former point, as there is none 


like toGod, fo thereis none like to his people; for as a mans 


god is, foishe,) fo are the Saints glorious in holineffe too; 


for that which can make an infinite God glorious, muft needes 
make a poor wormea glorious creature. Itis true, that which 
will se poor man glorious, will not make a King glorious, 
but that which will make a King glorious muft needs make a 


begger glorious: nowholineffe puts a lufter and glory u 


on 
the divine nature it felfe, upon the infinite God : fo that if thee 
have it, it muft needs puta glory upon thee:. therefore it is 
obfervable, that the communication of Gods holineffe :to us is 


expreft in another way then when he communicates any other 


attribute to tis: when God communicates his knowledge tous, 
we are not faid to partake of the divine nature‘by it; and {0 his 
power, and the like: bute when he communicates his holin-fle 
to us, weare then faid to be made partakers of the divine na- 
ture: the holineffe of the Saints is the fame with Gods ‘holineffe; 


as it were a beame of his : fo fayes the Scripture, Heb.12.10. He 


chaftneth us for-our profit, that we might be ahi se of bis boline fz. 
Marke, bis bolineffe:and therefore it puts a won 
excellency upon us ; for it enables us to worke as God , and to 


~ Jive as God : for what is Gods holineffe , as [faid before, but 


that whereby he workes to himfelfe as his laft end, futable to 
hi$ own excellency? fo the Saints come to worketo God accor 


-” 


rfull glory and — 


ding to their meafure, astheir laftend , futableto the infinite — 


excellency of God himfelfe : and fo they live as Géd, lives and | 


worke as God workes, and foare fitted to have communion 
with God ; asthe life of a plant makes it not fit to have com- 


maunion with beafts : nor the life of beafts withmen)::hor men 


- with 
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with the life ofGod. Now holineffe is the highe? life of all 
beings, ae the life of God : and therefore fits for communi | 


on with God : for in communion there mnft be the fame life : 


therefore no creature can have communion with God, that 


doth not live the fame life that God doth : but if thou partakeft 
of holineffe, thou liveft the life thacGod doth, and fo art fit to 
have communion with God hinfelfe. 


. Further, it puts not onely a glory upon thy perfon, but upon 


all chou haftand doeft: it fanéifies alls as the gold was fancti- 


there isa lufter upon all the good they enjoy, by vertue of that 
holinefs which God puts in them:as Gods holinefs puts a lufter 


upon all his attributes, fo holineffe in the Saints puts a lufter - 
upon their parts, names, eftates, converfe with others ; there is 
a 


eauty upon all by holineffe; take a man that hath excellent 
naturall parts, ifhe haveno holineffe ,.-there is no lufter and 
beauty in him: bur take a man that hath able parts, and holi- 


— nefle too, O the lufter chat then appeares in them. 


- Againe, holineffeis che very principle of eternal] life , the 
very beginning of eternall life in the heart, and that which 


will certainly grow up co eterniall life. Againe, holineffe is the 


proper object of Gods delight ; God delights not in the legs of 


‘a man, but in hisholineffe; let a mati be whache wilt, ifGod 
fee any impreffion of holineffe in him., the foul of God clofeth - 


withthacfoul, 

Further, holineffe is that which is the feparation of the crea- 
ture for God, and eterrall life: there is (you know) a twofold 
feparation of a creature for Gdd:: you have the expreflion, 
Pjalm.4.3. The Lord hath fet.apart him that is godly for himfelfe : 
he is ice aparc paftively; and then he hath an-aGtive principle to 
fet apart himielfe for God. Godin his eternal! election fets a- 
part thofe he intends to fave for hiasfelfe; here are thofe, fayes 


| God, that I have fet apart from the contmon :fumpe of man- 


kinde,to magnifie the riches of my grace upon, and to live with 
metoalleternity. IfGod fhould now look from heaven up- 


on aman or woman in the congregation, and fay, Be it known | 
to all che world that I from cternity have fet apart; fuch’ama'p,, 


' . fied by the Altar : fo the very naturall actions, and the way es . 
- ofGodscommon providence, are fanctified to Gods ea | 
at 


’ 
” 
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and woman, to glorifie chem wich my felfefor ever: every one 
would look upon fuch a man and woman as glorious creatures 
indeed: but now know , that if God hath ftampt the image of. 
his holineffe upon thee, thou haftas much honour from God, 
as if he fhould thus {peak to thee: and in fome refpec&ts more: 
for if God fhould declare, that from all eternity thou art fet a- 
part from the creature for God, this were glorious; but when 
God hath put a le of his own fpirit into thee, to enable 
thee to fet apart thy felfe, and to confecrate thy felfe, and thy 
allto God, this is more: for in the other thou arc but paffive, 
in this thou art a&tive: As on the contrary, there is more 


- dreadfull evill in unholineffe then in reprobation ; men area- 7 


Fraid of reprobation , that God fhould fet chem apart from e-. 


~ternity to magnifie the glory of his Juftice upon them ; and ‘cis. . 


true, this.is terrible; buc while thou apprehendeft this as terri- 
ble, thou thy felfe art ative in thae which is more terrible; 


— that is, by the filthineffe and wickedneffe of thy heart and life, 


thou doftaGively fee thy felfe apart for eternall wrath and 


mifery : the other is paflive, and then art onely fet apart : but 
in the wickedneffe of thy heart thou art active , and fetf chy 
felfeapart: For as holineffe is the dedication of the creature’ 
to God, the feparation of it from all! other things unto God by — 
an active principle;fo on the contrary,finne is the {eparation of 
whe creature by an active principle from God toall mifery, I 
thought to have enlarged my felfe in comparing the glory and _ 
happineffe of the Saints, and the mifery of the wicked toge- 
ther, bue-time will not give leave. ° O es : : 
Further, as holineffe makes the name of God to be reverend, 
fo holineffe in the Saints putsa reverend re{pe& upon them in. 
the very confciences of wicked men : take the vile of wicked 
men, though they cry out of thee ; yetknow, ifthou walkeft 
ftri&ly, thy clofe walking with God will gaine refpect and re< 
verence from their hearts, in fpite of their hearts. And the 


_ xeafon why the people of God gaine not refpeé and efteeme, 


is, becaufe they doe not walke ftri&ly ; many men miftake 
themfelves : they chinke that ftriGtneffe_is flighted and contem~- 
ned, and therefore th into leffen and abate in their exa& 
walking: but this makes them difefteemed ; and it. is jut _ 
ae ee . OQ 
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God. it fhould be fo: doth the abating of holineffe helpe thee 


toa reverend re{fpe& ? no, walke more clofely with God, and 
thou wilt have refpe& from mens confciences: doe what they 
can,thou wilt anger their luft ; but thou wile convincectheir 
confciences: and in their moft ferious mood they will fay, O 
that my foulwere in this mans fouls ftead: and how often doe 
they fay fo on their death bed? and if holineffe put an excel- 


lency and glory upon low and meane things ,-as in the law 


what a glory did ic put upon a piece of Wood , or Leather, or 


Braffe, when once it was confecrated-co a holy ufe? becaufe 
~ that was Gods Ordinance, God did put itin it, and not man: 
for aman to thinke it is in the power of his will to make God 
 efteem, or that others in reference unto God fhould efteeme of 


acreature , more then what Godhath put into it, isagreac. 


‘miftake: that common ftones by my will fhould beholy, and 
confecrated to God, and muft not be medled with, that I fhould 
put a divine excellency ape that which hath onely anaturall 

—excellency in ic; what a boldneffe would this be in me: but 


~ now, if Gods Ordinance be fo, then there is a glory put upon ' 


it,as in the Temple, becaufe it was dedicated to God by divine 
inftitution, there the very wood, and braffe, and every thing 


had.an excellency upon it.Now I'would argue thus, hall cere-- 
monial] holineffe put.fuch an excetlency upon a piece of Luge. 


ther! what then fhall the image ofGod put upon an immortal. — | 


foul | : ; | | 
A farther ufe fhould have been this, IfGod be glorious ‘in 
holineffe, then certainly (brethren) God will mafntaine holi- 
neffe in the world : and this is one reafon amongft others , of 
this Title given to God here, becaufe he did worke for his 
Church :. God will honour his own Ordinances and .worfhip, 
/ and wil] maintaine his Saints that are holy ; preferve me O Lerd 
~ (fayes David) for I am boly: and thou wilt not give thy holy one to 


fee corruption. If thou beeft Gods holy one,he will not leave chee: 
to the power of corruption , he will defend thee and maintaine 
thee : therefore fayes the Pfalmift in P/alm. 68.35. O God thou’ 


art terrible out of thy holy act ; what are there any that will be 
injurious to Gods people v : 

worthip? God will be terrible > ofhis holy places'anto ee 
a, ve |S thee 


when they are in the way ofhisholy | 
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 thefe expreffions are againft the enemies of God , becautfeiris » 


the holineffe of God, and the people of Gods holineffe that 


they fet themfelves againft. And let all men take heed whae 


they doe in oppofing the Saints, and the wayes of Gods holy 
worfhip; for God will maintaine holineffe: cherefore_it con 
cernes us all to honour holineffe our felves , and go fet up the 


glory of Gods holineffe as much as wecan in theworld. let 


us labour all to be holy, as ourheavenly Father is holy : let 


that be our prayer, Pfalm. 90.17. Let the beanty of the Lord’ our 


Ged be upon ws; O grow up more in holineffe, which is. the 
beauty of God: ‘converfe much wich God, that thou mayeft be 


_ holy: when Mojes was forty dayes in the Mount converfing wich 


God , he came downe with hisface fhining : and certainly, | 


thofe people that converfe much with God will have their faces 
fhine wich holineffe: there is much to be had in conve: fing 


with God, whois aholy God. And fhew forth che beauty of . 


holineffe in thy converfation ,that others may fay, if one beame 
of holineffe be fo delightfull in fuch a man or woman, Ohow 
Beorous in holineffe then is God himfelfe ! I remember what a 


eathen faid of the God of the Chriftians , when he faw the | 
courage of the Chriftians, certainely (fayes he) the God of the 


Chriftians is a great God : why letus walke fo holily before 


others that they may read holineffe in our converfations , and 

_ be forced to fay, certainly the God of this people is aholy God: - 

— Efpecially looke to sa heart to cleanfe that when thou drawef 
3 


neere to thisholy God, inthis holy worfhip’,, then labour to 


. fanGifie his name ; looke to thy feec, come not in thy filth into 


the prefence of fo holy a God.; *cis a notable expreffion of . 


Fofoua, Fofbua 24.19. when the people fay,we will ferve the Lord, 
for be is our Gods fayes Jofbus you cannot ferde the Lord, for be i# 


awboly God, @c. Asif he fhould fay , it is another manner of | 
bufineffe to ferve the Lord then you thinke for, for youhaveto _- 
deal with a holy God, and "tis not externall worfhip willferve 

_ histurne. It is an argument people doe not know > when 

they can turne his fervice off fo flightly : the fight of.God 
_ =. would puc thee into another frame; didft thou know God in _ 
~~ hisholineffe, thou wouldft look upon the fervice of Godasa~ 


geet (ervice; cou ferveit 4 holy God, as they fay, Sem £6.20. 
ee ae | | Wao 
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| whocan ftand before this holy God 2 fo, didft chou apprehend 
? God to be a holy God, thy heart would be ftricken with feare’ 
ae and awe, and thou wouldft fay, whocan ftand before this ho- 
ly God ? God is greatly to be feared in the affembly of the Saints, 
and to be bad in reverence of thofe that avé round about him , Pfalm. 
89.7. God is tobe had in reverence of all men; but if you come. 
4, meer to him , certainly then you muft labour to fanéifie your _ 
case hearts. How canft thou come before the lufter and. beant¥ of . 
Gods holincile. with wilfull uncleanneffe in thy heart ? that 
Text in Fob is very. remarkable Fob 13.11. Shall not bis excelency 
make y:t afraid? You have heard that Gods holineffe is his tx 
cellency : now I fay, to thee that hafttodeal with him, hall 
not his.excellency make thee afraid ? art thou confcious of thy 
uncleannefle and doeft thou come into the prefence ofa holy 7 
God and not feare and tremble before him? O bold daring | 
heart that thou haft, that canft come into the prefence of a ho 
7 ly Godwith an unholy heart, and not tremble: it would be 
id of admirable ufe in all our dealings withGod, to have cleare - 
- apprehenfions of his holineffe." es de 
_- Againe, labour co magnifieGod this way : as God is glo« 
rious in kholincffe, fo fet -him out in his glory by keeping his 
worthip pure. It isa {peciall thing God lookes at, that we take _ 
heed whar we doe in defiling of his worfhip. Gods Ordinances 
ae, are the beauty of his holinefle, therefore we muft labour to 
| come pure and cleane unto them: ’tis that which God com- 
mands his Church, to keep the veffels of his fan&uary holy, 
_.. ‘and thofeare the ordinances : and we are unfaithfull in our 
"+  gharge, if wedoe not keep the ordinances holy : in Exod. 20. 
) 24.25. God gives them charge there to make him an Altar : bur 
fayes God, If thou wilt make me an Alter of fone, thon fhalt not 
«build it of bewen flone : for sf thou lift up thy tool npow it, thon baft. 
Pp | polluted ct. What, might they fay, fhall we have an Altar of rude 
7 ftone? fhall wenot polifhand make ic fine and fumptuous? 
will not that make it more f{pecious to look upon? no, fay¢s 
‘God; if you lift up a tool upon it you pollute it. We areaptto 
f | +. thinke, that fuch and fuich mixtures of men, and fuch and fuch 
* ~——*--€eremonies would make the worthip of God glorious; but this 
| . ‘dsa great miftake. Icis a ufuall = for whores to’ “paint ipa = 
: 2 aces... 


a, “3 
4 Be 


28 


‘ 


hw AAG 


- ak a, NOs 


The Sainte Treafurg. 


faces ; they will not be content with their natural] beauty, 


but are more pompous in their apparel! thenthe chaftMatrons - 


are.Icis fo wich the whore of Babylon: how glorious are they in 
all their Worfhip? and what ftrange things have they to take the 
outward fenfes? they are faine to drefle and trick up them- 
felves, having not the purity of Gods worfbip: but certainely 
thefe things defile the geo 3 of God: compare ewo Texts for. 


this, 1/2i.44,9. They that mak¢ agraven Image are all of them va- 


nity, and their deledable things fhall not profit: marke, the Images 


of Idolaters are deletable things in their efteeme :. but fee what — 


God {peakes of them, Ezek, 7. 20. As for the beauty of bis orna- 
ment, be fet itn Majefty: but they made the Images of their abo- 
minations, and of their deteftable things therein. They. call chem 
delectable things, but God accounts them deteftable: but when 


God {peakes of his own ordinances, he fayes,as for the beauty: - 


of his ornament he fet it in ree Othe worfhip of God in 
oe doer Sa ec fimplicity of the Gofpell ic is the ornament of 
God, 


the beauty of his ornament, and the beauty of his orna- 


ment fet in Majelty: what phrafes are here? this. is Gods wor 


fhip; but ifman mix any thing of his own in Gods worfhip,ic. 


is deteftable to God : therefore if: we would honour and mag~ 


nifie God in his holineffe, let us keep pure his worthlp ; for how 


linefle becomes the worfhip of Godforever. Rs 
_ And then the confideration of this fhould humble us, and 
make us afhamed, for the remainder of all chat unholineffe chat 
is inourhearts ; the fight of Gods holineffe made: IJeiah cry 
out, [faiab 6.5. Woe is mes for lam undone, becaufe I am a man of 
‘uncleane lipsy andI dwellin the midft of apeople of uncleane lips 


for mine eyes have feen the King, the Lord of bofts. And certainely — 


there is nothing in the world hath that power to humble the 


heart fo as Gods holine fle: and then is your heart humbled; - 
for finne aright, when you look upon it as that which is oppo~ 


fate to the pure nature of God. Iam not onely troubled for my. 
finne becaufe J am afraid it will bring hell along with it , but 
-becaufe I have hada fight of che infin'te holineffe of God , and 


.the purity. ofhis nature: and O that I fhould have a nature fo _ 
filthy, and oppofite to that infinice holineffe of his. And here= 


‘by examine your hearts. whether your humiliation bright ar 


» | 
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no; and this 1s one good argument, when the infinite holi- 
| neffe of God hath made you fee your uncleanneffe, and upon 
_ thae hath humbled you. | | ate ee 
ss ‘Laftly, what need have we all of Jefus Chrift! if God be glo- 
rious in holineffe, we fhould all of us fay, who can ftand before 
fo holy aGod! were it not for the holineffe of the bleffed me- 
ce diator who ftands between the father and us, and prefents his 
' - infinice fatisfaGtion to the father for our finnes, and clothes us 
. with his righteoufnefle, woe, woe unto us : if youcould 
| _ poffibly imagine that all the excellencies of heaven and earth 
ee were put into one creature, except holineffe, yet if that crea- 
=e tire had but the leaft drop of uncleanneffe and. unholineffe in 
it, God would eternally hate that creature; and were there not 


- ae ~V~ or 


ae a mediator between that creature and God, God would eter- 
i nally let out his wrath uponic: for God is fo glorious in holi- 
, neffe that he doth: infinitely hate filchineffe: we-wonder-to heare 
of fueh great mifery threatned to wicked men, but we fhould 
P not wonder,did we know Gods holineffe: God doth fo infi- - 
‘ nitely hate finne shat he did inftantly fend all the Angels that 
fell,downe in chaines of eternall darknefle, and refufed to en- 
ter into the leaft parly with them, or to be reconciled to them 
for ever. Now what is the reafon,that though we have fo much 
uncleanneffe in us, yet God. is pleafedto be reconciled to us, 
and to admit us into his prefence, and give us hopes to fee his 
face with joy toall eternity? “tisthis, becaufe we have a me- 
diator, and they have none: were it not for that, could we wee 
™ freames of blood from our eyes , yet God would hate and ab-. 
horus , and his wrath would eternally feize upon us. And | 
therefore , though you may: rejoyce in inherent holinefle, yet 
let-your hearts e{peciaJly be upon the perfec& holineffe of Jefus. 
Chrift, and tender up that to God: and though thou halt much | 
-uncleanneffe in thy felfe-and in thy duties (tor alas what is it 
for us totender duty to the ‘holy God) yet let this comfore 
thee, thou haft not co deal with God in thy felfe, but through 
Chrift ; and in him thou haft liberty to come, and mayeft look 
wpon Gods face with boldneffe; this is the great miftery of god- 
b _ lineffe, revealed in the Gofpell, that nocwithftanding the in- 
*  finiceneffe of Gods holinefle, yet there fhould be a way |for us 
. | - | | ~ ‘polluted: 
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- polluced creatures to looke upon this: God with joy. This 


my ftery Is onely caught in the Gofpel. Though men now thinke _ 
they can come and ery to God for mercy 5 yee hercafter when 

God thal let out the brightneffe of his holineffe to thee,and thoy 
comet to {ee thy uncleanneffe,then chy heart will finke down in 


. ecernall defpaireschou wile not endure to behold God then:And _ 


~ 


v7 


if chou beeft not acquainted with God in this way ofreconci- 
liation, thou art undone for ever ; therefore ftudy the myftery 
of the Gofpell; and make ufe of Chrift, chac the glory of Gods 
holineffle may not be to thy terrour, but to thy comfort. 


~ 


‘\ 
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But Chri d iis alin all, _ 
if ‘ - March 28 
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ded 


in this place that fubje& was handled of the Saints enjoy=- 

ment of God, co be all in all, our of 3 Cor.15.v.28. and then E - 
told you we had fuch an expreflion in Scripture but onely 
twice: applyed to God in the happineffe of the Gints enjoy ment 


[: is not long fince ( as fome of you may remember ) that 


ofhim in heaven, and applyed here to Chrift, of what Chrift | 


is tothem for the prefent. .That which was handled about: 


Gods being a// in all, is the end : this that is to be delivered con- 


cerning Chrift being all ix all, is that which brings the foul to- 
that bleffed end. Wherefore then, as Chrift himfelfe fayes, Fob’ 


14st. Yee believe in God, believe alfoin me: Sol fay, as God thall 
_ beallin all eternally to the Saints, doe you believe in that?" 


believe alfo in this, that Fam to deliver toyou this day , that: 


Chrift, be is all and in all. : 


. The Apoftle Saint Paul was a chofen veffell to beare the 


— name of Chrift, cocarry ic upand downe,in the world: and 
indced his {piric was full of Chrift, he defired to know nothing 


but Chrift, to Preach ae but Chrift, to be found in none: 
buc Chrift; the very nameot Chrift was delightfull co him: 


- hefeekes inall his Epiftles to magnifie Chrift, and-in- thefe- 


words ( that] have read unto you ) he doth ommifie- Chrifts. . 
he makes him not onely great, but makes himall. There is 


neither Greeke sc circumcifion ner uncircumcifion, Barbarian. 


Scythian, bond nor free,but Cbrift is all & in all < hvac is,there is no: 


priviledge in the one to commend them to God 5 and no wane}: 
 . Of any thing in the other to hinder them from, God 5 Jet men? ’ 
be what they-will in their outward refpe&s.s, what, 28 
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God ? let chem benever fo mean in regard of all outwards, 
that cannot hinder them from the enjoyment of God : for God 
lookes nor at chefe things , but Chrift is all and ix all to them; fo 
farre as God feeth Chriftin any, he aceepts of them : if Chrift 


benotthere, whatever they have,he regards themnot. Chrift . 


is all in all, even in the efteeme of the Father himfelfe : he was 
the delight ofthe father from all eternity , Prov.8.30. and the 


father tooke infinite contentment in him upon his willingneffe 


to undertake this bleffled worke of the redemption of man- 
kinde. _God the father ts infinitely {atisfied in Chrift, he is all 
in allcohim: Surely if Chrift be an obje& fuffcientfor the 
fat'sfa&tion of che father, much more then is he an obje& fufh- 
cient for the fatisfa@ion of any foul. - | 
Bu: that which is the maine {cope here of the holy Ghoft in 
this high expreflion of Chrifts tranfcendent excellency (that I 


may come prefently toit) I fhall deliver ic in this doérinall © 


- propofition, That Chrift ts the onely meanes of conveighance of all 


goodthat God the father intends to communicate unto the children of 
mensin order to eternal life; be is al, andin al. This that] am © 


now to Preach unto you, ger ae he Gods communicating of 
himfelfe in his mercy to mankinde, througha mediatour, it 
is the very {um of the Gofpell, che great myftery of godlineffe, 


. eis the chiefe part of the minde and counfell of God, that he 
“would have made knowne to the children of men in this world. 


.. “Thisis. the great embaffage that the minifters of the Gofpell 


( 


have to bring unto the fons and ar ae of men, and’tis the 


moft abfolutely neceffary point in all Divinity. 
I fuppofe in che firft hearing of it, every one yeilds to the 


. truth ofics “cis true you will fay , we canhave no good from 


God, but in’and by Chrift. Well, there isa great deal in that 
you fay, when you fay all muft come from Godin Ghrift : in 
all your prayers and petitions you ufually conclude them 
through Jefus Chrift; but certainely this is many times {fpoken 


_ when we fee little ofthe glory of God that thereisinfuch ant ~ 
expreflion : and that which I fhall this day endeavour , fhall be | 
to fhew you fomewhat of the glory of God fhining in this truth | 
.that God doth communicate himfelfe through a mediatour, - 


through his fon. Thisis the great point of Divinity that is ab- 
a 3 folutely 
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{olutely neceffary to be known to eternal] life: it is poflible to 
be ignorant of many other truths , and yet be faved ; but there 
muft be fome knowledge of this,or there can beno falvation : 
the miftake in this very thing isthe mifcarrage, and the eter- 
nall undoing of thoufand thoufands of fouls ; many there are 
who believe that they have need of, and can never be faved but 


. by Gods mercy, and this the light of nature convinceth us of : 


~ but that God is to communicate his mercy through a media- 


_ knew not God favingly ; they didnot know'God in Chrift. . 


nt 


tor, this they are ignorant of , and {ee not into the reallity of. 
this truth; and mifcarry and perifh eternally with cryes to 
God for mercy , becaufe they come to God, bnt not througha 
mediator. This is the fum of the Gofpell, and the moftfuper- 


‘naturall truth revealed in all the book of God. Itisa truth 


that was hidden almoft from all the world for many ages; the. 
Scripture faith, Tbe Princes of the world knew it not. A truth we 
are not able to underftand any thing of by the light of nature. 


se 1 Cor.1.21. The world by wifdome knew not God , that is, by all 


their arts and {ciences , by all their cranes a a erawed 


There is no footfteps of thiscruth in all the works of creation 
or providence; thereforein Ephef. 3.8. Saint Paul fayes, he was 
appointed to Preach the unfearchable riches of Chrift ; that riches 
that hath no footfteps : chat is che propriety of the word ; there 
3s no footfteps of the riches of the Gofpell in the creature ; there~ 
fore you cannot traceit there; whereas many other points of 
religion have many footftepsin the creature, and by the light of 
nature much may be difcovered about God: :. as that all our 
good confifts in communion with God, that when we_ have of- 


tended God,we mutt feek tohim for pardon and meycy, and the _ 


_ like: Buc chat God communicates himfelf through Chrift, and 


that not one drop of mercy in order to eternal life can be com- 
municated from God,but through Chrift the mediator, of this 


- there is not one foot-ftep in all the works of God. - 


_ This is that which is fo fupernaturall, that "tis above: . 


“ ‘fe& nature. Adam knew nothing of this in his petfe& 


‘Yea this is that which the Angels themfelves defireto pry into, 


‘looking upon itasa'mighty depth. 1 Peter 1,12. the Angels 
Stoop downe (for {9 the word Ggniied) ‘cis.asif, a( thing pons 
G28 7 i" i = | 1 e 
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lyeina deep pit, and when any would fee it,they ftoop down 
_ with their bodies to pry into the pit: thats the propriety of | 
the word: fothe Angels they feea mighty depth in‘the myfte- 
ry of the Gofpell., and they ftoopdowne to pry intoit, that 
they may know whaticis. Yea this is that which requires a 
worke of the fpirit, beyond the ordinary work of the {pirit of 
God, torevealeit tothe foul, 1Cor.2.10. fpeaking there of 
the Myftery of the Gofpell, fayes the Apoftle , The {pirit that 
fearcheth the deep things of God, &c. difcovers this ; thatis, the 
{pirit of God in an extraordinary worke of his, as he is a fpirit 
earching the deep things of God , foheis a difcovering irie 
ef this cruch untous: and therefore feeing itis thus, it is not 
fo light tobe paft over. I, you will fay, *tis true, ‘all muft come 
through Jefus Chrift :. well, you feea little at fift, but there is 
much more in this truch then we are aware of. ’Tisa truth that 
_ isthe moft profitable of all the truths contained in the book of 
| God : there is no growing up in godlineffe till we cometo __ 
_ know God in Chrift : sheliowledee of God is fomething to” 
| "worke upon the heart, and many labour againfttheirfinnebes-, ss} 
caufe they fee it is againft the law of God, and fet upon duties ~ 
becaufe God requires them; and this is well; but till they come 
~ tounderitand indeed the myftery of the Gofpell of Gods let- 
ting himfelfe out unto his people through a mediator ,.they 
doe but bungle in the wayes of godlinefle , they doe not thrive 
and grow up in them ; and therefore thofe Chriftians thae 
live under fuch a miniftry, where though they have many good 
truths revealed to them, yet having bue lictle of the myftery 
of Chrift, asthe mediator, their way of Chriftianity is very —_ 
low, they doe not fan&ifie Godin their converfation. J] re- ' 
“member a {peech that Erafinus hath when they would have had ,.” 
him write againft Luther, and promifed him a great Bifhopricke { “* 
for icshe.anfwers, Luther. is greater then that I can write againft- 
bim; for I am inftructed more in one Small page of Luther, then out of 
| Wile Thomas Aquinas , chat was the great Schoolman: So cer- 
ee gainly the underftandin g but fome one truth, fome one fentence 
‘ in the myftery of the Gofpell, in this way of Gods communi= 
cation of himfelfe unto us through his Chrift, doth inftru& the 
foul, and caufeitto thrive and grow up’ in godlineffe a 
| le ea), rete Oe vr j 
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_ of conveighance ofall good unto us from his father. 
_ Fourthly, I thall inftance in fome fpeciall things,great things 
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_ dantly more then thoufands of Sermons about meere morali« 


- "gies: and you have a moft admirable Text for this, Epbe/: 3.17; 
, andfo on, That Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith, that ye 


being rooted and groxnded in love, may be able to comprebend with 
all Saints, what isthe breadth, andlength, aud depth, and height, 


and to know the love of se i which paffeth knowledge : markewhat - 
6 


followes, That yee might be filled with all the fulneffe of God, v.19. 
By coming to know God in Chrift, that is , to know Chrift to 
be the way of Gods communicating himfelfe unto us, wecome 
to be filled with all the fulneffe of God: many Chriftians their 
hearts are very {cant and empty, there is not a fulneffe in their 


this myftery of the Gofpell, 


N 


Laftly, there isno truth revealed in all the Scriptures wheres 


_ by wecan honour God fo much as by this: this indeed is the 


great honour that God would have in the werld, to be honou= 


_ aed in his Son, and in the great defigne he hath of bringing 


forth glorious things by his Son: and therefore though wé 


~ kniow never fomuch of God, and would honour him meerely 


as the Creator of heaven and earth , yet God doth not accepy 
of thachonour, that isbuctohonour him inanaturall way 5 
we never know what it ig to honour God aright, fo as to be ac- 
cepted of him, till we come to honour him in an Evangelicall 
way, to honour him in his'‘Son: and. yet the -greateft honour 
he hath from moft in the world, yea from multitudes’ in the 
very Church of God, that heare the myftery of Chrift opened 
to them, is tendred up tohim meerly ina. natural] way., .and 
not in this fpirituall Evangelical] fervice of God. You i now 
the confequence of the point, let us then fall to it: | 


oz _And Firft I fhall thew you the truth-of it in Scripture. — 


And Secondly how ie comes to paffe that therecan beno 
good communicated to us from God in order to eternall life 


but by Chrift. . Zo 
'. And Thirdly, how Chrift comes to be the meanes and way 


’ 


e '. ‘Wherein moft of the goodneffe of God is communicated to usy 


and fhew you how i ift i , And , 
| nd thew yo | os oO” Be 


pirits ; and all becaufe they know fo little of God in Chrift, in - 


ow 
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And Fifthly che reafons why God will have this way of 
communication of himfelfe unto us through his Son , why he 
will’ not communicate himfelfe immediatly to us, but through 
a mediator ; thefe are the five things for the doGtrinall part. 

For the firfti, the courfe of Scripture efpecially of thenew 
Teftament runs this way; you know that of Chrift, Fobn 14. 6. 


Lam the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the father 


but by me; there is: no coming to the Father but by Chrift, 
and Chrift be is, the way: and that in 1Cor.3. at the latter 


_ end, ah the Apoftle there: All things are yours whether Paul, 


or Apollo, or Cepbas, or the world, or life, or death, or things prefenty 
or things to come, all are yours. How is that? marke, All are 


yours, and ye are Chrifts, and Chrift is Gods: God the Father 


he is the principle of all good; all firftly comes from him,but. 
it comes not from him immediatly: he doth not fay , all are 
JOUrss for ye are Gods; becaufe you have an intereft in God, 
erefore all comesto be yours: no, but all are yours, and you 
are Chrifts, and Chrift is Gods 3 fo that you fee here how’that — 
Chrift comes between yours and Gods. - | | 
_ All good isin God, true; but how thall wecometo par- 
take of that good ? there is fuch a diftance between thefetwo. 
terms,yours and Gods, that were not Chrift in the middle, they 
would never come together. Yea, but Chrifts coming between, 
and joyning them together, then all are yours, becaufe yee are 
Chrifts y.and Chrift is Gods ; fo that we may take the intent of | | 
the Holy Ghoft here,in this fimilitude ( though it be too low 
for the great myftery we are about to expreffe.) Conceive 
God the father as the fountaine of all good , and Chrift as it. 
pes convelged to 
every believer ; and faith, that fucks at he mouth of every 
ipe;- and drawes from God, but itcomes from God through | 
Chrift. The Father he fills the Son with all good, and fo ic. 
comes from the Father through the Son by faith unto the foul’ 
of every believer.: we have a notable expreffion further of this: 
myftery inthe Epiftle to the Ephef. in the fecond and third 


_ Chapters , in Chapter 2. verf. 12, having told them that they _ 


had been without bope, and witbout God inthe world; but faithhe _ 
werk. 13. TF whe fometimes were farre off 5-are-made wigh YY = 


SC ee ag. cater 
\ 


@ 


. to {pea 


The Saints Treafury, 


blood of Chrift: Ivitsby the blood of Chrift that you have any 
thing co doe with God ; but efpecially in Epbef.3. 12. In whom - 
we have beldneffe and-acceffe with confidence by the faith of him; 
in whom ? in Chrift, we conreto have boldneffe and accefle: 
boldnef{fe, the word fignifies liberty of state that we can come 


with liberty of fpeech before God , and we have acceffe: Ma- 
nududion,we are led by the hand of Chrift to the father, there 
is no coming to the father but by Chrift, and Chrifthe takes 
a believer by the hand and leadshim to the father, and fo he 


comes to have boldneffe : as if a Traytor fhould be banithed, . 
‘ the Court, and afterward the Prince fhould bea meanes of his 
. _ reconciliation with the King, and ‘comes and takes the Tray- 


tor by thehand , and fayesto him, come, will lead you in 
my hand to my father,and though you have provoked him, yet 

being in my hand,you need not be afraid , bue may goe to. 
him with boldneffe and confidence. . Juft the meaning of the 
‘Texte here, InChrift we bave boldneffe and acceffe with confi- 

dence; and alchough before there wasadreadfull breach be- 
tween the fatherandus, yet being led by thehand of Chrift, 


there is acceffe and freedome of fpeech for us: well the. truth — 


is cleare enough in the whole tenour of the Gofpell. _ 


If you would know now how it comes oe that thougtr | 


God be in himfelfe the fountaine of all goodneffe and infinite 


_ mercy ; that yet there is fuch a ftoppage.as. ie were that there 


is not one drop of this merey can be communicated to the 


_ children of men but this way? that although we have to 


deal with God, whoinhis owne nature is infinitely merci- 


~ falls yet fuch is the cafe with man, and fuch are thetermes | 


between God and man, that there is not , I fay,one drop of 
this infinite ocean can be expected to come for ever from: 
God, but onel¥ this way, It comes to paffe thus : - 


~~.” Firft, becaufe of the breach of the firft covenant that God 
made with mankindes for onely men and Angels,thehumane _ 


and wl ep nature, arecapable of a-covenant with God, 


ble of this way of Gods proceeding with them, God would 
goe according to the nature of his creature ;_and therefore 


at firft makes. covenant with them , and intended to convey: 


an 


ofa covenant properly : aiid becaufe they are capa-_ 


. ss 
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now this covenant being broken , ‘and fo there being a breach 
between God and man, there is a ftoppage made by vertue of © 
that breach: So that thereis no good now tobehad by ver- 
tue of the Arft covenant: and unleffe there bea fecond, there 
can be no good at all expected ; the firft being broken, and we 
being loftby thatz. = - : 

_ And further, there is fuch an infinice diftance between God 
andus, that there canbeno coming together; and that not 
fo much.in regard of Gods excellency in himfelfe, and our 

meaneffe, that we are fuch poor low creatures, as in regard 
of the infiniteneffe of his holineffe ; and our uncleaneffe and 
finfulneffe, this makes the diftance. : 


~~ Befides, there is the firength of the law ; the curfe of the 


“which muft have fatisfa@ion ; and till Ju 


_ law is upon every foul naturally, and that ftops: there was 


never veffel ftopt clofer to be kept from having a drop of li- 
guor poured into its then the curfe of the law is clofe upon 
every foul, to keep mercy from it,;fofarreas God looks upon 
ig meerly in its ‘naturals, and not through his Son. 
Then there are the cryes of infinite Fler againft men, 
ice be fatisfied mer- 
cy ftirresnot, unleffe ic bein a way of providing {aeisfa&tion 
unto Juftices fo that put thefe together, the breach of the firft 
eovenant , thediffance between God and man in regard. of 


, Gods holineffe and mans finfulneffe:, the power of che curfe of 


the law upon man , and the cryes of divine Juftice ; that will. 
never be quiet tillichath received fatisfaction: thefe things. 
being rightly apprehended, we may come.to {ce that we. are 
farre off from receiving mercy from God, though he be an in- 
finite. fountaine of mercy,except there be fome ftrange way of 
conveying it tq us.’ We know, according to Gods'dealing with: 
the fallen. Angels, thereis no way of conveying mercy to — 
them,but they are left to perifh for ever ; if the thoufands of, | 


|. Aogels that fell from God fhould be thonfands of thoufande. . 


of yeares-crying out for mercy, they could not obtain one, 
drop.:-why? becanfe thereis no mediator between God and 
them ; and it would have been our cafe with them, hadthere ~ 
not been a, mediator between God and‘us,’ Many thinke 

| | i. 
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thinke if they are fenfible of their fianes , and can believe that 


_ God is infinitely mercifull , they fhall do well enough : but 
muft tell you, that though there be infinite mercy in God,yet | 
if chou haft no intereft in Chrift, thou mayeft. be undone for 


ever. eo 
But how is Chrift all in all to us in Gods communication of 


— good tous? 7 


The firft ground ofall is the covenant that God the Father 


‘made with his Son from all eternity. Therefore in Titus 1.2. 


the Apoftle {peakes of the promife that was before the world be- 
gan. Now this promife ean be meant onely of that covenant 
that pat between the Father and theSon: and therefore {ayes 


the Apoftlein 1 Cor. 2.9. io, Eye bath not feen , nor eare heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of manythe things which God bath 
prepared for them which love him: but the Spirit which fearcheth all 

thing, yea the deep things of God, be bath revealed them unto us, 


that is, the {piric of God in the Gofpel difcovers what were the 


eternal thoughts and purpofes of God concerning us,and what 
~ the tranfaétions were between the Fathér and the Son in refe- 


rence to man-Kind before the world was. The covenant now 
being between the Father and the Son, and the Father requi- 


ring in this Covenant {atisfa@tion to infinite divine juftice, . 
, Chrift he yeilds co this. . 7 | 


And therefore in the fecond place, Chrifthe a@ually comes 
to be the way of conveyance, by taking our nature upon him, 
and fo makes us reconcilable to God » by taking humane na- 


ture into fuch aneer union to the divine nature, to the fe - . 


cond perfon in the Trinity ; fo as that there fhould be but 


one vaésaees but one perfon in them both, thattherefhouldbe 
apecfonall union, which is the great myftery of the Gofpeil. 
‘There ate ee great myfteries in the Gofpell ; the one, that 


there fhoul 


be divers perfons in one nature ; and this is the 


_ myRery of the Trinity > the other that there fhould be divers 
., Matures in one perfon ; and this isthemyftery of the hypofta- 
-dicall union of our nature with Chrift. So that Chrift taking, 
mans nature into fuch a: neer unio to -himfelfe, it was-a 


mighty preparative for-God to have thoughts of peace to- 


one 


er 
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one part of his humility , and therefore hath a- meritorious 
efficiency in this worke of reconciling God to man. But this 


- was not fufficient. 


- ? Therefore in the third place ; Chrift was content now to 


come into the world,and be made the head of a fecond cove- 
nant between God and mankinde ; to performe what ever 


_ God the Father fhould require, for the fatisfaction of divine 


Juftice: fo that, look as Adam by being the head of the firft 


“covenant, was the meanes of conveying all evill to us: fo 


Chrift by being the head of the fecond covenanc, is the 
meanes of conveying all good to us; by his fubjecting to 


_ this wecome to receive all graceand mercy fromGod. And 


itcculd not have been otherwife; for though Gud would 
have thought of a fecond covenant, yet if he had lefe itto us 
to have performed the termes of it, we fhould affoon have 
broken that, as we did the firft ; but Chrift undertaking ‘to be 
the head of the fecond covenant, and performing ‘whatever 
the Father required in it, by his perfe& obedience to the 
Jaw, and fatisfa&tion to divine Juftice , divine Juftice had 
nothing to lay tothe charge of thofe that Chrift undertook 
to fatisfie for: Thiswas a mighty way of Gods letting ‘out - 
his grace and mercy to the fouls of believers; for what is it 


‘thasftops the current of his mercy ? ’cis the curfe of the law 


and cryes of divine Juftice : but now , Chrift undertaking to 
undergoe that curfe, and to fatisfie divine Juftice, God hath 


 asmuch honour now by his fuffering , as he had difhonour 


by mans fanning : fo that mans finneis madeup in this; and 
that is it Juftice requires. I have had difhonour by finne fayes 
Juftice, 1 muft have this difhonour made up by fuffering, and — 
fo much fuffering as in which I muft haveas much honour 
as Ihad before difhonogr in finning. Thefe are the conditi- 
ons upon which God will be reconciled to man; and upon. 
no other. Ibefeech you confider this , and herein you will 
fee an infinite neceflicy of Chrift: God is with us upon thefe 
termes: fayes God, you have finned againft me gnd difho- 
noured: me ;, how doe you think to be delivered? why Lord, 
thou art mercifull : I, fayes God, but Iam refolved upon this, 
1 will have as much honour by {uffering as Phad uffhonour 
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by finning. And Lord what would have become of us, if we 
es. had been left to makeup this‘breach: This is the very realon 
why the damned in hel! are there eternally , becaufe. they. are. 
3 * there upon thefe termes ;. fayesGod , I am infinite, and lam 
difhonoured, and there they muft lye, till [have as much ho- 
nour by their fuffering asI had difhonour by their finning. 


i 
f 
4 
4 


Pea Now after they have been there thoufands of thoufands of — 


yeares, ftil] che honour-of God calls for more: and thercfore 
they muft lye there for ever. But now, Chrift who is the 
great Saviour, he comes, and entering - into covenant wich. 
a God, and fulfilling that covenant,he layes downe God fucha 
a price, that God. fhall have‘as much honour in his {uffering. 


oy for finne, :as he had difhonour before in the committing ‘of 


 finne. ‘Now this being done, the current of mercy being 
2 unftopt, and the paffages of it opened, and God being infinite 


in grace and mercy in himfelfe, what a glorious way is- 
made for the ftreames of his mercy to iffue and flow forth to . 


* -  thechildrenofmen. ~ . |: oO _ 
'. 4 And (cakein this one particular ,more,.and then we fhall. 

: * have done wich this head) In this we may fee, that God in 
"forgiving of finne, and fhewing. mercy to finfull creatures is 
| jutt “pas in a way of Juftice, as well as in a way of mer- 

: cy: therefore that Text Rom. 3.25.26. is very obfervable (a 
e- Text that Luther for a while was exceedingly -troubled about 


~*<the meaning of it) Whom God bath fet forth to be 8 Asa 
¢ fo 


rs ; : through faith in his bloud, to declare bis righteoufr r the re- 
| miffion of finnes that are paft , through the forbearance of God. To 


! declare, I fay, at this time bis righteou{neffe that he might bejuff, ° 
and the juffifier of bim which believeth in ‘Fefus. .This. was that, 


which troubled Luther fo. much, that God.fhould deglare his 


”~ righteoufneffe in the remiffion of finnes.: that God declares 


> his mercy every one knowes., but that God.declares his righ- 


 teoufnefle, and that Chriftis fet. to be a propitiation, that ~ 


_ God might declare his righteouftiefle, this: may fcem ftrange : 

and then the Holy.Ghoft repeats it 5. To; declare I fay bis righte- 

exfneffe: asifhe fhould fay , confider that Godin.the pardo- 
» ' ming of finne ,-doth not onely. manifeft his graceand mercy, 
_ , bur declares his righteoufnefle , Ther be might be juftoiand the 

oe oT Ge Suftifier 
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. > juftifier of bim which believeth in Fefis 5 Not mercifull, but juft : 


thus wee fee what way Chrift takes #0 be the meanes of | 


conveying Gods goodacfie to us; by performing the cove- 
nant, and fo fatisty ing divine Juftice. 


Laftly , he is the way of conveying good to us, as by his 


_; fatisfaction, fo by his interceflion: for he is now, and hall 

* toreverbe, at the right hand of the Father in glory, making 
interceflion for ‘his people: that is, continually prefenting 
before his Father the worke of his mediation , his merits, 

’ what he hath done and -fuffered, and as it were pleadin 

_. with his Father for the conveyance of all needfull mercy and. 
good unto the fouls and bodies of his people whom ‘he hath 
| redeemed. As if he fhould.every moment eternally {peake 
thus-to the Father: Father, behold here ismy bloud, my 
merits, my death, all my fufferings; the worke of my humi- 


. Hation, itis for thefe; yea for this poor foul, andfor that - 


pe foul particularly : 
y of the lumpe of believers in the generall, but particularly 
of every believer , and is:‘continually prefenting before the 
’ Father his infinite merits, to plead with him for {upply ofall 
grace and mercy tous: and thus he comes to be an infinice- 
~ way of conveyance of good co the fouls ofhis people, and fo 
to.be all and in all co thems, both here andeternally : that is 
_ the chird particalar ; how Chrift comes to be the way of cons 
veyance. ° 


- But now the fourth, and that is, to inflance in fome {peciall 


things we have fron}God, and to manifeft that Chrift is all 
in all in thofeé things ; As now firft, in the point of juftificati- 


on and the pardor of our finnes, the acceptation of us asrigh- | 


teous: that is the great thing we. ftand in need of from God, 
Chrift is all in all to us here : this is thetenour of the Gofpell, 

_. Bom. 3.24, Being juftified freely by bis grace, through the redenpe 
_ tion that is in Fefus Chrift. Luther hath this expreffion concer- 
ning juftification : fayes he, in the point of juftification, there. 
Chriffand faich muft be ‘onely pus together 5 they muftbe: 
alone, and nothing elfe with thems butin our converfation, , 
there indeed conses in good workes : jaft as it is between the. 
bridegroom and the bride, she bridegroom and the bride are 


r knew that Chrift thinks not on- | 


. : 
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.. alone in. the bride chamber; bue when they goe abread, 


chere they. have their traine.and fervants attending them: fo. 


he compares juftification to the bride chamber; none but 


Chrift and faith muftbe there; buc when they come-abroad 
in their converfation , then all other graces atcend them, and 
good workes come ins but Chrift is all in aH here. 


—. Firft, It isnot all wehave done;.no, nor allthat we can. 


poflibly doe, that can be our juftification. You will fay, true, 
we have for che prefent done but little: I, but fuppofe any 
of you fhould doe your ucmoft in any particular that God re- 


— quires: you will fay, IhopeifI doe what I can, God will 


accept it of me: no, you miftake exceedingly if you thinke 
{o; people are very apt to look upon ‘God as if the termes 


- between God and them were no other then thus: God heisa 


pittifull and a mercifull God ; and tis true, we are weak and 


can doe but little: but yet doing what we are able, God he _ 


will accept the will for the deed : no, God accepts not thé 


. will for the deed in point of jaftification. Itis true, in thofe 
- that are already juftified, God in the performance of duty ace 
cepts the will for the deed, fo as to me 


| delight in them : but 
in point of juftification as to pardon of finne and acceptation - 


“to righteou(neffe, there he mufthave perfe& obedience; and 
_ though we endeavour never fo much, yet unlefle we caxi bring 


God a perfe& righteoufneffe , we are undone for ever; yea, © 


 woeto Abrabam, and woe to [faac, and woe to Facob, and 
woe to David and Daniel, and to all the Prophctsand Apoftles, 


notwithftanding all their righteoufneffe, ifthey hadnothad | 
a righteoufneffe beyond what was in themfelvgg; If they had 


~~ “not had a perfec righteoufneffe to tender co'their Father, chey 


had been utterly loft for ever: therefore it is not for chee ‘to. 
reft upon this, that chou doeft what thou canft, and haft good 


-withes and defires, and the like; for were all the righceoufneffe © 


of all the righteous men that ever were in the world.in one 
-waan, it Would not be fufficient for his juftification.. 1 but i¢ 
may be you will fay, true I can doe but litcle of my felf, but’ 


’ if God enable me, then he will aceepe of me. Nay further, it: 


ts not what God enables thee todoe, that can_be che formal- 
bity of chy juftification : futh are the cermes between God and 
me — GS] 


_ __ thee 
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thee, that there is nothing thou canft doe of thy felf, or canf — 
be enabled todoe, thatis accepted ofhim for thy righteouf- 
. -neffe to eternall life. . Lee. & | 

~- Bucit may be faid,ic is true, though God fhould enable me, 

yet there may be imperfe&tions ; bue God is mercifull , and 
will paffe them by: therefore I adde another* confideration, 

that ic is not onely what thou canftdo, or canft be enabled to 
doe, but ’cis not Gods mercy added. (if barely confidered , as. 
the mercy of God as acreator to his creature, and not under ~ | 
this confideration through Chrift, and red 4 a righteouf- 

_ neffe beyond thy own )chat can eke out thy juftification. This 
is a great miftake, many think chatthat which they have in 
themfelves and what they are able to doe, is buc little: but 

_ when they have done fomething , if God will come then and 

- adde his mercy to it,that they think will eke ic out: no,it is not 
that and mercy together that is thy juftification, Ifay mercy 
out of this notion we are {peaking of. - : 3 

- And that you may underftand it yet more clearly , confider 
it thus: the work of Gods mercy in juftification , itis not of 
this ufe, chat it fhould be our juftification , or fhould eke. out 
what we are wanting in for our juftification ; but the work of - 
Gods mercy in juftifying afoul is, to takehim off from him- 
felfe,to unbottome him, and to make him fee and be fenfible 
of his own unrighteoufneffe and uncleaneffe: this is a great 


ofhimfelfe, thac while he was a Papift, he was not obedient a 
out of worldly refpects for a livelyhood, and the like ; but he | 
did what hedid out of confcience: and yet fayes he after- 
ward, (after h@knew God in Chrift) Tht whichI counted gain 
was ioe unto me. He did not think it enough to do whathe did ~*~ 

-- out of confcience, and that Gods mercy fhould makeup the 
reft: no, he was taken off of that way: "Tis not the work of 
mercy to dothis, but to dijfcover tothe foul a righteoufnefle 
ofa higher nature, even of the mediator God.and man ; and, 
to enable the foul by faith to tender up that righteoufneffe to 
God the father for fatisfa&ion : this is the worke of Gods | 
mercy in point ‘of juftification. . The -miftake of the way of ' 
Gods mercy having an influenceinto our juftification isa ve- 


we 


, bove us, we have ic in Chri a 
* dancy of his merit, but by our union with him,we are mar- 
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ry dangerous miftake; and we had need be very wary inthis 
| (ee point of juftification, for all defends uponit. JI remem- 


er Luther in this, fayes he, it is an eafie matter to fay we clofe 


wsureweqnvith Gods grace, and the righteoufnefle of Chrift alone in 


the point of juftification, till thefoul be brought to a confli& : 


people of God have found it fo in the time of trouble of confci- 


wet 


» ence: thats the firft,that Chrift is all in all in point of juftif- 


Cation. - 7 
Secondly, he is all in all in point of adoption , fo fayes 
the Scripture, Ga/.3.26. For ye are all the children of God by faith 


the time was come, God fent forth bis Sox made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of fons: and efpecially chat is very re- 
markable Fobn 1.12, But as many as received bim, to them be 
gave power to Lecome the fons of God , even to thent that believe on 


_ bisname. The word tranflated power, is another word in the 


45 


} and then ’cis the hardeft thing in the world to doe it, and the ~ 


an Chrift Fefus; and Chapter 4..v. 4.5. But when the fulneffe. of . 


greek. — He gave them authority co become the fons of God: - 


tisa word that imports more then bare power. Every one 


will challenge a partin fonfhip ,' that they are the children 
of God; but only thofe that are In Chrift have authority 


‘to challenge it as their due. Ifa ftranger fhould fay he was 


the Kingsfon , and were heire to the ‘Crown, it would coft 
him his life, becaufe he is none of the Kings fon; but if one 
be declared by A& of Parliament tobe the right heire to the 
Crown, then he hath authority to challenge ic. "Tis fo heres 
when once we come to bein Chrift, then we have authority 


a 


to claime this priviledge, tobe the fons of God , andheires . . 


ofheaven. And this great priviledge that‘is fo-mightily a- 
t. not only by way of the redun- 


ried to Chrift ; and by union with his perfon., are made one 
with him ; and foare fons by vergue ofhis fonfhip: And are 
therefore fons of Godin a higher way then. the Angels ares 


the Angels are fons by creation, but we are the fons of God in - 


_Chrift, by vertue of our union in his fonthip: as Chrift is the 


fon of God the fecond perfon in Trinity, and we made si 
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with him » fowe come tobe the fons of God in a myfticall 
way of union with him, and Chriff ts all in all in that. - 


ces, And chen in point of reconciliation and peace with God, 


Chriftis all in all there, Being jujtified by faith, we bave peace - 


with God through our Lord Tefus Chrift, Rem.§.1. Je isnot all 


thecreated powerin heaven and earth that can bring true’ 
peace to a troubled foul: there is no falve fora wounded {pi- 


. yit, but the bloud of Chrift applycd unto it; tis ke thar i$ 


the brazen Serpent that 13 “onely able to cure the ftrings of - 
confcience; as Luther fayes, itis a harder matter to comfort. 


an affi&ed confcience,then to raife the dead: few think it fo, “~~~ 
~e=~and wonder what people meane in being fo troubled in con-. 


{cience as they are: Itell you, were therenota mighty redee- - 


mer, the con{cience of aman or woman could never be paci- 


ficd chat once apprehends the wrath of God againft chem} fo | 
that Chrift is alt in all there. ie ee | 
‘And fo heisall in all in point of all our fan&ification, 
that is fan&tification to life. There is a generall kinde of © 
fanGtification the Scripmre {peaks of , which comes fome way. 


from Chrift: buengw I {peak of chat fan&ification which 


is our {pirituall life. You know what the Scripture fayes, _ 
Jobn 3.36. He that believeth on the Son, bath everlafting lifes 


~ and Jobs 1.16, Aud of bis fulneffe have all we received ,and grace 


for grace. Thereis the fulnefle of Chrift conveyed into the. 
foul: fo-that our fan&ification is not only from him merito- 


-xiondly, bue efficiently, yea, andina kinde materially too, — 


tor he doth not only merit it, and work it by his fpirit ; but 


_ through our unton with him there is a kinde of flowing of 


fanGuficatian from him into us, as the principle of our lite:as 
from the Liver there flowes bloud into all che parts of the bo- - 
dy ; fo through our union with Chrift, he having the fulneffe 
of the G6dhead in him, from him as from a fountaine, fancti- 
fication flowes into the fouls of che Saints: there fanttificati- 
on comes not fo much from their frugling , and endeavours, 
and yowes, and refolutions, as it comes flowing to them from 


their clofing with Chrift aad their union with him; there may 
be a great deal of -friving and endeavouring that may beut~ 


terly incfieGuall,for want of having recourfe unto Chriftas 
a: ee Q the 
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~ the {pring and well head ofall grace and holineffe. I remem- 
ber a Germane Devine profeffeth of himfelf, that before he 
~~tinderftood the grace of Chrift in the yt » he vowed and 
vowed, and covenanted and ‘tovenanted a thoufard times, ~_ 
and could never overcome his corruptions, till he underftood 
Gods letting out of his grace through Chrift, and then he got 
” ftrength againft chem: and the reafon why we faile in point. 
of fanctification is, becaufe we think to getit all by maine. 
firength; but the ready way isto clofe with Chrift by faith, — 
and then there will flow in life and grace to the foul: there 
may Be i morallities by the light of nature, and the re- 
mainders of that light left in us; but that is not the fan&ifi- 
cation thatis to life. Andhence it is 5 thaethereis fo much, 
beauty and glory in the fan&tification of the Saints, becaufe 
Chriftis all in all in it; and thac there is fuch power and 
ftrength in it, becaufe is is of the ftrength of Chrift; for Chrift 
igall in allinie. And hence it is ofan abiding nature, and 
an immortall feed ; And therefore of a higher’ nature then 
- that of Adems in innocency : that was loft, but fo cannot 
—~ ehis; becanfe Chrift is all in all in ic; fo that Chriftis all in all 
- $n our fan@ification likewife. . 
“— Again, he is all! in all in the want of all things, whatfo- 
ever we want: doe we want grace, doe we wanrgifts, doe we ~ 
want outward comforts in the world? there is enough in 
—Chrift: icis Chriff that is inflead of all, chatisbetterthenall, = - 
and that will fupply all-in his duetime. Thofe that know 
Chrift; and have acquaintance-with him, though they have 
this and that comfort caken from them,yet they know how to 
make fupply out of Chrift: they have that skill,and art, and 
' myftery of godlineffe, chat they can make Chrift to be all in ~ 
ail in the want of all: and it is a great skill and myftery of 
eos to know how to make up all in Chrift in the want 
all. a ae a3 oe 
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Again, Chrift eo the Saints is alk in all im the enjoyment of 

- all: when they enjoy never fo mach of creature comforts, 
Chriftis all in all in them; thefaris&iGion that their foules 
have, is not fo much thae they have the creatures , that they 
have larger cflates, tuove fiends, prenser cormiiers then oelerss 
ee oes _ us 


an 


- Gods eternal] love and mercy in his Son. Zech.9.11. God faies 


f. 
a 
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bucin this, that they know how to enjoy Chrift in all,and can . 


look upon it asa fruit of the covenant that God hath made 
with them in Chrift; and as coming from the fountaine of 


there, As for thee alfo, by the blood of thy covenant, U bave fent forth 
thy prifcners out of the pit wherein is no water. That which is 
poken there of the deliverance.of theprifoners , may be ap- 

lied to all the mercies that a believer enjoyes : whatever de~ 
hiveratice he hath from evil , whatever good he is pofleffed of, 
it isby the blood of che covenant; a believer can look upon 
every bic of meat he hath, “and upon all the good he enjeyes; 


and fee it all come ftreaming to him in the blood of Chrift; 


and fo it comes abundantly the {weeter. As tis with the Sun, 
when it fhines through the aire ic is not{o warm , as when it 


fhines through a burning-glaffe. Take aburning-glaffe, and . 


hold it beeween you and the Sun, and the glaffe will contra& 
the beames of the Sunne,: fo that it’ fhall have an efficacy.of 
heat, even to burn again: So the goodneffle of God that comes 
to people. through the generall bounty and patience of God, 
hath not fuch an efficacy to warm and heat their hearts, and 
todraw them to God; but now, Chrift is as ic were che bur- 
ning-glaffe, that is held becween God and the foule; and the 
mercy coming through this burning-glaffe , O how doth ic 
warm and heat outward comforts! therefore there is no peo- 


_- plein the world can enjoy outward comforts wich fo much 


~ 


_ brighthood, to offer up Spiritual facrefices acceptable to Gob by Jelts 
| a r 


tulneffe of contentment as the people of God doe, becaufe they _ 


all come to them through Chrift. Chrift ?s.all in al] in-the en- 


joyment of all. And fo I might fhew you how he will be.all.in . 


allin Heaven toeternity. . 


~~ But to give you one particular more: as heis all in all in 


the good we have from God , fohe isall in all in whatever we 


in our fervices,let our-fervices be never fo good; yea, though 
en, » yet they muft finde acceptance with the Father 
through Chrift.. That Text :is very remarkable‘for this,1 Pet. 
2.5- Ye alfoas lively ftonesy ave built yp a fpirituall boufe, an boly 
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terider up to God ; as in defcent from God tous, {9 in afcent ~ 
from us to GodsChrift muft come in there,he muft beallinall 
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Cbrift; marke , To offer up fpirituall facrifices. 1, but though the 
{acrifice-be {piricuall , thar is.not enough to make it accepta- 
ble, but Chrifthe muft come in; therefore he addes, acceptable 
to God by Fefus Chrift. Many people offer up facrifice,and they 
think that is enough ; but the people of God they reft not on- 
~ ly in the duty, no, nor in the. {piricuality of the duty, though 
that be.counted a great matter : but they goe one ftep higher, 
and fo muft you in all the duties you tender up to‘ Gad, and 


that is, not only tobe carefull that your duties be fpirituall, 


but you muft tender them to God in the hands of Jefus Chrifh, 
and expe acceptance through him. When thou haft to deal 
with God in all thy approaches to him, be fure thou doeft 
not omit the work of Faith, in laying hold upon.Chrift and 


carrying him along with thee; or elfe thy fervice will not: 


_ peaccepted. We know the facrifices in the law, thoagh they 
were never fo gocd, yet they were not accepted unleffe a man 
broughte them to the Prieft , and the Prieft he muft offer up 
the facrifice, and then it was accepted. Now what was that to 

ee tous, but Chrifts Prieftly office: this isthe very. work 
of the Prieftly office of Chrift, to'take all our facrifices that 


we tender upto the Father, and to offer them upforus: for- 
we muft not prefume to offer them*our felves; and though | 


they offered a facrifice that was never fo good , yet if chey did 


‘not offeritupon the right Altar, ic was not accepted: fo - 


_ Chrifthe is the right Altar upon which we muft offer up all 
our facrifices to the Father; we muft look towards the Teme 
ple, towards Chrift, in all that goes from us unto God, Chrift 
being a]l in all for acceptation of our duties. 


And thus we have done with the fourth particular, fhewing | 


wherein Chrift is all inall. | ee 
But now it may be demanded ; how it comes to paffe that 


God will have this way of communicating himfelfeto mane - 
kinde , and will not goe in-that other way , thatweby the. 


light of nature and reafon would think he fhould goe? crue 
indeed, wearefinners: I, but Godis mercifull, and we will 
', feck , and cry tohim for pardon and mercy , and deliverance 


from our fins; and what needs there more? why will not 
| H God © 
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~ God fave us this way? I will not ftand now to difpute a- 
bout the poflibilicy. of this, but we know this is not the 
way. | | | 
We are thereforenow to enquire why God fhould rather 
_ take this ftrange way, then goeany other way ? and indeed it 
is awonderfull way, if we rightly conftderit.: there is no- 
thing in the world that works fo much upon.a mans heart to 
., adoreand admire Godin the myftery of the Gofpell, asthe | 
underftanding of this, that God fhould havea peculiar way 
ef communicating himfelf to man, different from Angels, and 
from all other creatures; that ic muft be through ghe fecond 
erfonin the Trinity ; and he muft cake mans natureupon 
Fim » and fuffer, and dye, . and all the mercy we have muft be 
through him : this is‘a wonderfull myftery of godlinefle ; and 
fhould cake up our ferious thoughts in che confideration of it. 
¢ _Now if you would know the reafon of ic; the firft is this, 
~™ ‘That hereby God might manifeftco all the children of men, 
a what a dreadfull breach their fins had made between God and 
them : we cannot imagine any way bow the breach betwen 
God and man-could have been fo clearly fee out, asby this 
meanes; when weunderftand that {uch was our condition 
by nature, and fuch our apoftacy from’God , that there was- 
. ho way of comamnication of any good from God to us , but 
“ by chisftrange and wonderfull way of a, mcdiator between 
- Godand man: that he fhould obey and fuffer, and dye for us,. 
-  wemuft necdsapprehendnow , that certainly therewasfome 
: mighty difference between God and us: and that mans eftate. ~ 
was very low, and his condition very defperate, that mult have 
_ fuch aremedy asthis is. Andthisis that which God would: 
have men to know, even what that breach is between him and: 
 theirfouts : and tis fach a breach that few think a right of it. 
If 1 fhould open the law to you, with all its carfes sand {et the - 
~ torments of hell before you, all this could’ not fet out the. 
dreadfulneffe of the breach between God and you, fo as this- 
point doth, when I tell you thac ic was fuch asrequiresfo © 
Rrange and wonderfull away of Gods being reconciled and - 
pacified cowards you.. | > | 
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Secondly, God takes this way, becaufe he fees it the moft 
advantageous way for the manifeftation ofhis glory; firftthe } 
’ glory of his mercy :there is no way that could have been devifed ~ 
" by men or Angels to fet out the glory of Gods mercy in mans 
falvation, foas by this way: if God fhould have faid to mane . 
kinde ; You poor creatures have finned againft me, butI am - 
~ mercifull aaa will pardon you ; God had been glorious in 
this : butnow there is infinicely more mercy fhewed when 
God fhall fay , You miferable creatures have finned againft _ 
‘me; and {uch is your condition , ‘that except the Son of my 
bofome be madeacurfefor you, there can be uo mercy for 
you: well I amcontent that he fhall notbe fpared; buc fhall 
be given tobe acurfeto prepare mercy for you: hereis glo= — 
ry indeed. Therefore. when Chrift was borne, the Angels fung, 
glory toGod in the higheft, Luke2.14. As if they had Gite 
this isthe higheft pitch of the glory of God, in providing fuch - 
away of reconciliation with the children of men; and God. 
was fo fet upon this work of fhewing mercy to mankinde, that” 
though it coft the death of his Son, he would have it, and that 
fhewes it to be infinite mercy and love indeed when it breakes 
through fuch mighty difficulties ; there is the glory of his 
mercy. | | | 
And then fecondly,there is the glory ofhis Juftice: God ets. - 
out che glory of his. Juftice here, more then if all mankind-had — 
been eternally damned: Gods fuftiee would not have been 
honoured fo much in that as in this way of Gods reconciling 
man unto himfelf ; and thatin chefe two regards: Firft, be- + 
caufe in Chrift Gods Juftice is glorified a€tively ; whereas if' 8 
all men had eternally perifhed , it fhould havebeen glorified — 
but paffively : and tis more to have it glorified a&tively , then 
aflively :. and as God delights morein active obedience then 
in paffive, fo he delights more in the active glory of his Juftice 
then in the paflive , ( though there is a kinde of a&tiveneffe in 
fuffering, and {o in Chrifts {uffering : therefore that diftin@i- 
on of adtive and paffive is needleffe; for his ative obedience 
4, was paflive, and his paflive ebedience had a&tivenefle in it.) _ 
~ =< - But Secondly, Gods Juftice is now glorified Yb" 3 the 
debt is fully paid: whereas if = mankinde had been damned, 
H 2 the 
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the debt fhould have been but a paying , and not have been 
.. paidtoalleternicy. Asfuppofea poor man owetha thou- 
~ {and pounds, and he payeth two pencea week, hemay be 
paying of ic, but cannot pay icin all his life: but now ifa 
rich man fhall come, and at once lay down the money for. 
him, the debt chenis paid: and this is a great deal more then 
if it fhould have been alwayes paying. So I fay, if all man- 
kinde had been damned eternally, God fhould have had his 
-. debt but paying; but the debt would never have been paid: but 
~ now Chrift comes and layes down the payment at once upon 
theborde , and asketh Juftice whether it hath enough or no 3 
{othat Juftice is more glorified this way. .---- ~~ | 
And Thirdly, theinfinite glory of his wifdome appeares in — 
reconciling Jufticeand Mercy together: that God fhouldbe > 
infinitely mercifull and juft both in one thing; this is that 
that no Angell in Heaven could everhave imagined : {uppofe 
God fhould have faid thus to all the Angels in Heaven, Man- 
kinde is ina loft and undone condition , yet I am willing to 
fave him, but foas that] will have infinite mercy and Juftice 
reconciled : if all of them fhould have gone and confulted to- 
gether., they could not poflibly have told how this fhould be. 
Now the infinite wifdome of God, and nothing but infinite 
_. wifdome could finde out fuch a way ; as that God fhould be’ 
infinitely mercifull, and infinitely jufttoo. — | 
- And Fourthly, the infiniteneffe of Gods holineffe is hereby 
manifefted : ifGod in a generall way fhould have thrown 
his mercy as it wereup anddown in the world wichout any 
more adoe,Gods holineffe , and hatred of finne, would not 
have appeared as now it doth, when nothing can expiate finne 
but the death of his Son; if God fhould carry any of you to 
the brinke of hell, and there let you fee all the miferies of the 
‘damned, and heare all their yellings under the fruits of di- | 
vine wrath, Q you would fay, how doth God hate finne! but | 
be it known to you,in the fufferings of Chrift there is a grea- 
ter manifeftation of Gods hatred of finne then in all the tor- 
ments of hell : You that would know how infinitely hatefull — ' 
firne is to God, come and behold Chrift , God and man {wel- 
tering under the wrath ofhis Father; look upon him | 
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garden, {weating drops of blood: come and fallow him ‘t 


the Croffe, and heare him cry out in the bitterneffe of his | 


foule that dolefull cry, My God, my God,why haft thou forfzken 
me? behold Jefus Chrift, God man, who was God bleffed for 
ever, madea curfe for finne, and for thy finne ; look upon 


‘finne in this glaffe, and here fee Gods hatred of finne. There 


are two glaffes wherein we fee the evill of finne ; the bright 


+. chriftall glaffe ofthe law, and thered glaffe of the fufferings 


of Chrift-: and this latter doth more fully, more fenfibly 
CI am fure) fet out the nature of finne, and Gods hatred of it :. 
and by this you may fee the meaning of 2 Cor. 3.18. where the 
ir tani {peaking of the myftery of the Gofpell fayes, Bat we 
all with open face (tharke) beholding as in aglaffe the glory of the- 
Lord, &c. Webchold but Gods back parts in his works: as 
God fayes to Mofes; we behold but the footfteps of God in his 


workes: buc when webehold him in Chrift, we behold him: | 
wich open face. . Now look what difference. there isin know- — 
ing a man when we only fee the print of his foot upon fand,,_ 


and when we look him in theface, fo much difference there is 
berween the knowing of God and his glory as it fhines in the: 
workes of creation , and as it fhines in the face of Chrift; that. 
God therefore might manifeft his glory,he would. not pardon 
finne fo freely as to fay, you have finned’, but yet I will pity: 
you, and pale you , and there isan end; no,. though he 
would pardon finne, yet he would doe it this way. 

. A Third reafon why God would bring things about this 
way, is this : becaufe God faw there could be no fuch way 
to draw poor finners to himfelf as this. When God ‘fhall re- 
yeal toa finner that heis not only a mercifull God, but that 


he hath provided fuch-a ftrange way to convey hismercy = 


this hath a mighty efficacy to draw the foul to God: for the 
poor foule apprehending its own guiltinelle, and Gods hatred. 


_ of fin 5 and underftanding withall, thar the heart of God is fee - 


upon fuch aaway of mercy ; isby this asby a:mighty argument 
prevailed with to draw neer to God in a way of. dependance 
upon him: for thus will the foul argue, Well, 1 heare that 
God, to.the end he might Jet out mercy to poor finners, hath 
of his. own infinite wifdome provided {uch a ftrange way of 


convey~ 
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mmm mamma ammmameentinamthlisianDthlimnianceitan terres eee ieee 
__ conveyance as chis is 3 and when God hath made it appeare by 


' . ftands fhaking and trembling , and dares not draw nigh to ~ 


revealing tome the myftery of the Gofpell how his heart is 
fet upon this way of fhewing mercy to finners, I conclude 
now , that cheLord is willing to be reconciled to me, and 
why then fhould] be unbelieving any more? why fhould I 
have hard thoughts of God any more? why fhould1 remaine 
in my doubting condition any longer ? thou canft not be more 


‘defirous of the falvation of thy fou] , then God is of magni- r 


fying his grace and mercy : and God hath done more for chee 
then thou canft poffibly do for the falvation of thy foul. ‘Be~ 
fides , tisa mighty drawing argument ; for by this meanes the 
infinite diftance that conicience apprehended to be between 
God and the foul, is taken. away: for when the foul fees it 
hath co deal wich an infinite deity , that is fo farre above it, ic 


God. What havel to dog, faith the foul, with fuch aGod as 
this is, whois foinfinitely above me? but now when thou 
knoweft that Chriftis between God and thee, then this diftance 


~ needs not {care thee ; yea now all thy guiltineffe and all the fil- 
' thineffe and pollution of thy foul,and all that chelawhathto 
fay againft thee, need be no difcouragement to thee, when thou 


feeft chou haft to deal with God through Jefus Chrift. There- 
fore no foul can ftand off and fay, how doeI know it belongs 


tome? doe but take this onerule, for thatthereisnothing — 


can intereft che foul in Chrift but Chrift himfelf : there is no 


_ preparation to Chrift, but Chrift muft be all in all in ic ; there=: 

fore ftand not off, and {ay, how fhall my heart be wrought to 
thefe and thefe preparations,and work thus and thus , before 
_ Thave pare in Chrift? nes puzzle not thy felf about thy pre- | 
_ parations, but fet before thy foul the myftery of the Gofpell 


in this glorious way of Gods communication of himfelf to 


thee, and of reconciling man unto himfelf; and the very efx — 
‘eacy of chefe truths.will have a power upon thy heart to draw 


thee.unto God in this way of reconciliation ; and chatis che 


3 way of true comfort. ~ 


he Gofpell it felf, though therebe no preparation before, 


yet hach an efficacy to draw the heart toChrift; for Chrift‘is 
all in all in dat. And doe not fay, J ama poor mearie crea= 
a re ; ; tire. 
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tare, tan doe nothing, I cannot remember a Sermon, I cannot 


_ pray, or petforme any pie dury as Il ought: why, remember 
: true, ifany thing were required of . 


foul, Chrift is all in al 
thee in the bufineffe of falvation,ic were fomewhat; but know 
that God hath laid help upon one who is mighty ; therefore 


tis not thy weakneffe, nor the diftance between God and 


thee, that can hinder, if: chou rightl apereneenet God in 
~ Chrift reconciling the world unto himielf. 


Another reafon might have been this: God doth it to ine 


5$ 


deare his mercy to his Saints for ever ; for indeed nothing in- — 


deares Gods mercy to them fo much as this, that they fee ic 


_come to ther in fuctra.way of conveyance; and that which 


will indear mercy to the Saints in heayen‘to all eternity , and 


for which they thal] be full of the praifes of God , fhall not be _ 


fo much for the good things cheyenjoy,as for that ftrange 
and wonderfull way by which they cometo enjoy them. This. 
I fay is that which fhall take up the hearts,and bea great part 
of the work of the glorified Saints in Heaven to all eternity, 


even their admiring, adoring , and praifing God in Jefus. 


Chrift. a ae 
_ And then God delightsto honour his Son, and that he 


might fechim up, he makes him to be the meanes of convey = 
ance of all good to thofe he intends it to; as.ifa King were'to 


honour his Son, what way can he take to doe it more effectu- 
ally then this, that all the favour he meanes to thew to any 
thal] be only through his Son? fo when God the Father would 


honour his Son , he appoints from all eternity , that all the 


‘grace and mercy that any hall have from him fhall be only- 


‘chrough his Son. Therefove as. Chrift faith , All judgement is: - 


committed to the Son, that all men might honour the Son, as they ho-- 


nour the Father: So I may fay of the work and difpenfation. | 
ofGods grace, that all is conveyed to Chrift, and by him: ~.. 


. communicated to thofe that have intereft in him, that the Son: 


‘might be honoured toall eternity. ee 
I fhall conclude in a few words of application, to werk up- 


Firft,if ic be thus, let us ftand a while aad adil reat the reo 


hjs. 
grace. 
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graceto mankinde; that God fhouid ever have {uch thoughts 
towards fuch poor wormes as weare, that he fhould not ra-. 
ther have let fuch defpicable creatures eternally perifh, then 
_ goein fucka ftrange way to fhew mercy to them: Truly bre- 
thren , God hath done more in bringing a poor foul to him- 
{elf then in creating Heaven and Earth : the work of creating 
Heaven and Earth is but a low piece of work in comparifon. 
of this wonderfull way-of Geds_ conveying his grace and mer- 
cy to the children of men through his Son : this is the mafter- 
piece of the workes of God, which he hath already done, or 
will ever doe to all eternity : and God therefore is tobe ad- 
mired and adored inthis. :Weareto glorifie God in every 
creature, but how is Godcobe glorified then in his Son, 
wherein fo much.of his glory doth appeare? If it bea finne for 
‘us not to fanttifieche name of God when we behold his glory. 
in his meaneft workes, O what a finne is ic not to fan@ifie the 
- name of God in beholding the myftery of the Gofpell and his 
glory fhining in the face of Jefus Chrift!}God,expe&s(brethren) 
that thofe who live anderthe Gofpel, fhould {pend their dayes 
~-and thoughts, and talk,about that glory which he hath mani- 
“fefted in hisSon: Ovyou-that have -uch chaffy drofly (pirits, 
‘that can {pend your precious thoughts upon fuch poor things 
as youdoe, know that here is an obje& to take up your . 
‘thoughts;and your finne is abundantly che greater in this, that 
+you {pend your thoughts about fuch vanities, when God fets 
before you fo glorious an object to raife up your hearts unto 
himfelf; and-you that {pend a great deal of your lives in vani- — 
ty, know, that this day you have heard ofa truth that above 
all things in the world fhould cake up your time and thoughts 
‘in thecontemplation ofit. | - # 
_ And you that have more time and greater eftat es then others, 
and are not put upon it to get your bread as othersare, and. 
_ fohave greater opportunities for the-worfhip and fervice of | 
- God, and for fearching into his truth, -yet how doe you {pend 
"your time in.vanicy and light things, as if there were no grea- 
ter matters to take up yout hearts ! It is a figne of a vaine and 
_ frothy {pirit, that when God propounds fuch glorious things 
toyou, that yet it fhould be the content of your fouls to baffle 
— - out 
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is all in all to you, and fhall be to all eternity, take itin this ; 


if ever God hath aa thine eyes to fee his glory inthe my- _ 


ftery of the Gofpell ; and that thy heart is taken withict, and 
overcome by ic, icisan argument that thou art indeed the 
foul which God hath received to mercy in his Chrift; bue 
fayes the Apoftle, 2 Cor.4.3. Ifour Gofpell be bid, it is hid te 


- them that are loft. There area great many to whom the Gof- 
pellis preached , and yet tis hidden to them ; and itis hidden 
to you ifyoufpegk of Chrift only in a formall way, and . 
think ic enough tofay, I hope to be faved by God in Jefus : 


Chrift; but doeft chou fee that in the Gofpell which raifes 
thy heart with admiration , and that darkens all the glory of 
the world? docft thou fee more of the glory of God thining 
in that one-fentence, God fo loved the world that be gave bis on 


Ly begotten Son, that whofoever believes.in him, fhould not perifh, . 
but bave everlafting life, then thou feeft: in the wholeframe of 


the creation of Heaven and Earth? thou hopéft thou fayeft to. 


‘ get to Heaven; but what wouldeft thou doe there? the work 


of Saints and Angels in Heaven joyned together, is to magni- 
fie God for this great work of his :;doe thou then ~begin this 
hath done for the children of men. - a ee 
The Second ufe fhould have been this: If Chrift be thus all. 


that the myftery of the Gofpell hath been revealed to us: for. 
otherwife we had been without God in the world.; and wha 
would have become of us had not ‘this grace of God in’ the: 
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a out your ‘ime in’ vanity ; and things thae will not profit. 
~ Well, if you would have an evidence to your fouls, thae Chrift 


work here , and give God his glory > for the great things he | 


Gofpell been revealed to us? could you -ever have thought of: 


it yourfelyes? could. it ever have entered: into your hearts ?. 


certainly no; nor into the heart of any.creaturein Heaven or. 


Earth: therefore bleffed are your eares 5 that heare the things: 


which you heare: and bleffed are your eyes,, that fee the 


things which you fee: and know, that when you come to live. 
under the Miniftry of the Gofpell, you enjoy the greaceft mers. 
cy that ever you enjoyed fince ves were bome : oe 
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under a powerfull Miniftry, that reveals Chrift and brings 


the day of falvation to the foul, it isnoother then the fruit 
of the prayer of Jefus Chriftfor that foul : compare Ifaiah 49. 
8. wich 2Cor.6.1.2. and you (hall fee this. Ifziah 49.8: Thue 


faith the Lord, in an acceptable time bave I beard thee, and ina 


day of falvation bave I helped thee, Oc. Now itis apparentb 


yY | 
the context, that this is 0 be underftood of Chrift: that God 


the Father {peakes there to his Son : well, what is this accep- 
table time and day of Salvation in which Chrift is heard ? look 


2. Cor.6.3.2. in the chapter before he had told them, That they ~ 


were ambaffadors for Chrift. We then as workers together with 
God,befeech you alfo that ye receive. not the grace of God in vaine: 


’ Now whatis this grace of God? tis the Miniftry of the Gof- 


pell, For be faith I have beard thee in atime accepted: and 


mark howheapplyesit, Behold now is the accepted time: be- 
bold now is the day of falvation. Asif he fhould fay; the accepta- 


ble time and day of falvation in which God the Father hatch | 
heard Chrift, is now : now that we the ambaffadors of Chrift - 


come and open the myftery of the Gofpell ro you; now is the 


_ timewherein God the Father hears the Son for you: what 


prayes, O Father, that there might 
Fach 


a mercy isthis? and what an engagernent upon you,that when 
you heare.any thing of themyfery ef the Gofpell opened to 


| you areto look upon it as the fruit of the prayer of Jefus _ 
| Chri : and fo when Gods fends a faithfull Mi J 


| inifter to any 

congregation, tis the fruit of the ele ofChrift. Chrift 
| : an acceptable time for 

apeople, for duch a man and woman 3; it may be th 


have gone on along time in ignorance and Phd eae L 
— fut Chrift hath been praying to the Father 


when this acceptable time comes, then God difpofes of them, 
that this man fhall goe out of fuch a wicked family , and thall 


_ Hivein a godly family, or fhall cometo fuch a Sermon, and 


these fhall heare the wonderfull things of the Gofpell opened 


| tohim; and Qall come to underftand this: great myftery of 
Gods letcing himfelf oue through Chrift unto his people : and 


there the Lord will renew him by a work of grace, and bring 


his heart over:untohimfelfe, this is the acceptable time "God 
ec : . > 


or them , and | 


t*. ; 
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God reveales the myftery of the Gofpell to any foul : therefore 


rd 


_ bleffe Godfor this. oe Ble Bad 
‘ - Thirdly , this fhewes how deare’ Jefus Chrift hhould be unto 


that brings the Treafuries of grace from the bofome of the 


{ure of Gods goodnefletous. It was-ftopt before, I but Chrift 
he opened as it were the flood gates, and lets the current of 
. ‘grace and mercy in upon uss O how deare therefore fhquld 


-.. _LambertNone but Chrift,sone but Chrift. Yea when he fuffered 
“ Martyrdome for Chrift, then none but Chrift-was deare to 
him ; becaufe he faw that Chrift was the way of conveyance of 

~ all good unto him: as if God now make a mana meanes of 
conveyance of a great deal of godd to a nation, every’ man 


a ee will be ready to have his eye upon chat man : J, but there was . 


never fuch.a way of conveyunge. of good to us as Chrift is: 

_ ‘therefore how fhould our:hearts love him, and prize hint, and 
makes that friend an inftrument of mercy toyon, O 

how doth it indeare you to that friend :: if the husband ‘bean 
inftroment of good to the wife. or the wife to the husband; 


. rejoyce at the very thoughts. of him’? Ifyou have 2 frtend, » 
- ane od : y a, 


~ ss if'a Minifter 00 his people; or peaple to their’Minifter , and fo © 


in all relations: when we can look upoti othérs.as a meanes 


of coriveyance of Gods mercy'to us, it is'a mighty: argument — 


= toknicour hearts unco them,; and indeed this is che way to 
2. obtain love. It may be.the wife complaines, fhe hath not 
lovefrom ber husband’; or the husband complaines‘ he hath 

| not love from his wife >. Why’ now, be as inftromentall as you 

\ can to convey the goodnefle of Gdd':to them , and'this will 
tat: _Mightily indeare and knit them to you; and if it doth fo be- 
: tween man and mam : how fhould it doe ‘fo much more bes 
 tweenus and Chrift, whois mdeed the husband of his Church, 
and through whoni the falneffe of God is-lét ont unto his peo- 


ia untous! - 


| ; et I " | ~ Fourthly, 


us. O how fhould we delight and take contentmént in him | 


Father , and opens them unto us: and not only opens the © 
minde of God-the father to us, but comes and lets out thetrea- _ 


ple? © how deare and precious therefore ought hetobe . 


_ Chriftbe unto us? it was the fpeech of that Martyr, Mafter 
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Fourthly, is Chriftallin all? then ifwehavean intereftin 
him, it fhould fatisfie and content us,though we have nothing, 
or be nothing in our felves: Why , becaufe if we have Chrift, — 
we have all; though thou wanteft parts, friends, eftate, out- 
ward comforts; yet know Chriftistobe thy all, and is not 
he enough? ashe faid, am not I bettertothee then tenfons? 
{o fayes Chrift to the {cul , what doeft thou want? thou wan- 
teft this comfort, and the other comfort, butam not I all in 
. all co thee, and better then all? yeas be willi 


: ng to be made 
nothing, for all is made up in Chrift. , 


Again, it fhould have putus upon this,to be willing to give 
“~swupall we have to Chrift; alas, our allisbuta poor all: yet 
pive itto Chrift ; our parts, eftates, intereft, names 5 let Chrift 
aveall becanfeheisourall, *- 2 2 0 2 ee 
And let him be therule of our prizing all things: ‘fo farre 
as we fee arty thing of Chrift,prize it fucably : as tis reported 
of Mafter Bucer, if he could fee any thing of Chrift in any man 
or woman , thongh. they, werenever {0 poor and maeane , his 
“« heart,would clofe with them.. Aridtis faid of Auftin, that _ 
| before his.converfion he took great delight in reading of Cicee “+ 
“ré’s workes 3 but afterward, fayeshe, I finde not the name 
Chrift in. all Cicero; and: that took off his. heart from him: 
fo in all thou doeft enjoy, , look how much thou feeft of Chrift 
Jn-it, fo farre let thy delight and .efteem be carried ‘out to- 
wards itandnofarthere «<*""-. : 


. Again, with whatmighty intention. of fpirit fhould the 

heart. be put forth toward Jefus Chrift above. all things ! 

_ , what though God give thee an eftace and honour in the 

™.world:: if thou haft not Chritt chou haft nothing , . thou -. | 
haft not that that makes’ way for thee to eternity. Theres ; 
fore be not fatisfied with'any thing without Chrift. As A+ 
brabam{ayes, What wilt thou give me Lord, feeing Igoe child- 
_lefe? Sofay thou, Lord, thou haft given me a portion in 
the world, thou haft given me ¢redit and repute among 
“mens but Lord, what is all thisto me, if I goe Chriftlefles 
and have not him that is the conveyance of grace unto 
my foul, that is all in all 2? O Lord, thou haft pgoten 
ae . : 2 7” tau. t: 
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taught me, that fuch is the diftence and breach betweene 


y thee and me, that unleffe ic be made up through a me- — 


whatever thou denyeft me. O fatisfie not your felves with 
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- fie themfelves with gifts: if they have gifts, then they are 
‘contented. Confider that parable in the Gofpell, Matt. 
when he bad found the pearle of price, then be went and fold 
all that be bad, and bought it. -Now gifts and parts, ard 
other atchievements are thefe goodly pearles: I but Chrift 
he is the pearle of price :_ therefore whatever thou haft, be 
- willing to pare with it for him : if God have difcovered 
to. thee the pearle of price, let no goodly pearles {atisfie 
thee. Many fouls perth eternally becaufe they. are {fatis- 


< -taine this pearle of price. ~—-~ w= 
- .. Againe, the application fhould further have been, to 


‘ diator, I muft eternally perifh : therefore give meChrift, . 
any thing, withouc Chrift. Many hypacrites they fatis- 


13.45,46. Lhe merchant-man fought after goodly pearles, lur 


ficd with goodly pearles , and doe not endeavour to ob- ° 


have endeavoured to work this upon you, that in your . 


{ecking after God, you would be fure to take Chrifta- 
Jong with you. 7, oe > 
| I will give you onely this note, if it were your laft 
. ~ time to pray to God, and your everlafting eftate did depend 
Po upon Gods mercy, fhould you now feek God never fo earnett- 
; -ly, yetif it were onely in a naturall way, as your creator, 
: your condition would be very dreadfull,and you would pe- 
rith eternally. If God fhould lay any of you upon your fick 
4 beds, or death beds, and you fhould cry to God, mercy, mercy 


“ “™~.._Lord, be fure you take Chrift along with you, and look upon. 
| God through Chrift, or elfe all your cryes will betonopur- | 
pole. Itisafpeech of Luther, that God lookt upon out of *. 


p> - _ Chrift,is moft dreadful! and terrible; and it argues a great 
cg deal of ignorance in us, when wethink we can goeto God, ' 
: ».gnd fhall finde mercy with him, without confidering him asa 


God that will be reconciled to us only through his Son. To 
conclude all, as Chrift fayes, If I be lifted up, I will draw all men 


; bute , 


—«6r 


62 7 The Saints Treafury. 


yntome: fo thisisthe work of our Miniftry, we have fpent 
time amoor ce thar we mighs labour to lift up Chrilt ro 
you : and O that God'would be pleafed to draw. ajl your . 
fouls to him. ee | ar | 


This Semnwes preacht March 28. 1641. 


ew 


% 


The Saints Treafiry. os ~  . 63. a 


LEELELEREE SESE 
. BA@) 2 ORO HO?’ ‘ 
pevesrsrrret st: 


HEBR.II. VI. 


rx 


cy : 


Now Faith is the fubftance. of things hoped for , the Apauees-? 
_ evidence of things not fen, t,o, Oe eee | 


fj co perfeverance , and thewes the great evill and danger of 
| drawing back. Now, to theend this evill mightbe pre« 
_ vented , he fhewes what ic is that will deliver us from it. 
Whatever others doe, or whatever temptations or affliGions 
‘we meet withall to draw us back , yet ftill the juft fhall live 
_ by faich : Now faith is the fubftance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not feen. eet _ 
- ¥n this Chapter (therefore) he falls upon this argument, to 
wit, the opening of the do&rine and practice offaith, And = 
the words-read dre an excellent defcription of faith (notan 
exact definition of it) Iti the fabftance of things hoped for 5 the 
_ evidence of things not feen. The fubftance ; the word in the ori- 
ginall is very full,the veérace, it hath many fignifications : the’ 
fundamentall, the foundation of things hoped for; the fub- 
liftence, the fubftantiality of things hoped for: thofe things 
that in themfelves have no reall prefene fubfiftence to us, but: 
are things to come,and hoped for ; yet faith gives them a pre= 
- _ fenc reall fubftantiall being to.us. The fubPtence of things hoped 
Sor, the evidence of things not feen. The-word tranflated evi- 
| “dence, is a Logicall terme, and fignifieth fuch a kinde of con- _ 
viction as is by way of difpuce and cleare demonftration, fo | 
asic muftneeds compell one to- yeild unto it ; that, is the pro- 
* _ priety of the word, that although the objetts of faith are things 
-notfeen, either by the eye of fenfe 5 or by'the eye of reafon, . 
Yet faich brings fuch a light with ic, and: makes them fo a 
7 | : _ 2 — mons." 


| I: the latter end of the former chapeer the Apoftle cxhorts 
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monftratively cleare, that ic even forceth the foul to a beliefe 


of them: fo that ic hath the futleft conviction of them that 


poflibly. can be. so | : as 
Two things then (you finde) are here faid of faith : 


Firft,that ic gives a fubftanciall reall prefent being to things 


hoped for. , 


And fecondly, that it is the evidence of things not fens: In 


the firft of thefe, we have thefe two things: Firft, that there 


are many glorious things which the Saints hore for, that yer 
they havenot: they aremen ofhopes. Secondly ,. that their 


faith doth give a reall and fubftantiall being to thofe things 
which they hope for. 


In the Second of thefe: we have likewife two things: F irft, | 


that the things of God are things not feen.. And Secondly 


that faich is the evidence of thofe things that are notfeen. 


_ hope for,that yet they bave-not;they are men of bopes. They 


For the firft, but briefly, There ave great things that the Saints 
hope 

thac they {hall ere long be delivered from all finne and for- 
rows: that they fhall never finne more , never be tempted 
more, never fuffer more, ‘never feare more; they hope that the 
time is coming when it fhall be faid of all their finnes, as 


- Mofes faid of the Egyptians, Thefe your enemies that now you 


fee, you fhall never feethem more. They hope that thefe vile 


bodies of theirs, thefe bodies of clay, bodies of vileneffe, bo- © 


dies of finne , fhall ere long be made. glorious bodies ; that 
thefe pieces of dirt fhall (within a while) fhine more glori- 


> oufly chen the Suninthe firmament. They hope that the I- 


mage of God hall ere long be perfe&tedin them, fo as they 
fhall be fully united to God, and be’ made one with the Fa- 


ther, asthe Father and the Son are one. They hope that they — 


{hall meet with their bleffed Saviour in the aire; and with 
thefe their eyes behold him coming inhis glory: They hope 


that they fhall be poffeffed of thofe glorious manfions which - 


he is gone before to prepare for them, They hope that their 
eyes {hall be blefled with the glorious vifion of a deity chat 


they fhall feeGod, and fo fee him, as tobelike unto him. — 


They a they fhall enjoy. full communion with the. 
Lord; that they fhall have the immediate” and full lettings 
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out of a deity into their fouls andbodies, without any inter- 
miffion. They hope that they thall joyne with the blefled 
Angels and Saints in eternall Hallelujahs, and. fhall be ever- 
laftingly admiring and adoring the name of the great God, 


_ for chote glorious myfteries of redemption by Chrift. They 


hope that they fhall keep a perpetual! and eternall Sabbath, 


and fhallno more be combred with naturall things, with 
: BS 5 


the things of the earth, but fhal] have perfe& and everlafting 
reftin Chrift, and hall live in God as in an infinite ocean of 
all excellency ; thefe things they hope for. I but are not ~ 
thefe conceits ? are they not notians, pretty fine fancies, with 
which they pleafe chemfelves? is‘there any reallity in thefe - 
things: indeed if thefe things were reall and {ubftantiall , if 
there were as great a reallity and as much fubftance in the 
things they hope for, as there is in the things they enjoy in 
the world for the prefent, and that they could fee them as 
certainly as they fee the things that are before their eyes, ic 
were fomewhat like. Well, fayes the Apoftle, there isa prin- 
ciple to make all thefe things fubftantiall co you; and faith is 
the fubftance of things hoped for. Thefe hopes are not con- 
eeits and notions, but they are raifed up in their hearts by the 


_mighty power ofthe holy Ghoft. - Rom. 15.13.. Now the Godof - 


hope fill you with alljoy.and peace in believing, that you may abound 
in hope throngh the power of the holy Ghoft. There needs not the 
power of the holy Ghoft to raife fancies and conceits in mens 
hearts; bue the hopes of the Saints are fuch asare raifed in 
them by the power of the holy. Ghoft: And God himfelf is 
ftiled by their hopes : Now the God of hope, &c. Now God is 
not the God of fancies and conceits, butheis the God of the 
hopes of his Saints ? And thefe hopes are given to them, to the 
a they might be kept from drawing back , and might beup- . 


_ held for the prefent in whatever they fuffer. Therefore the 

_ Scripture-compares our hope to an Anchor, and to an Helmet : 
_you know that ofall dangers, thofe are the greateft, of fhip- 

_ . wrack by Sea; and of enemies.by Land: ‘now our Hope 1s'to 


helpe againft both: againft our dangers by Sea, of thipwrack, 
our hope is an Anchor : againft our dangers ‘by Land, of ene- 
miies ; ourhopeisahelmet. © - deen ny OOS . 
_ The hope of the Saints for the prefent is as the corke to the 
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net that keepsic from finking to the bottome; though they 


may be in the water , andthe lead of troubles and afflictions 
may weigh them down , yet their hope keeps them above wa- 
ter; they havegreat hopes, and they have chat which makes 
their hopes fubftantiall ; for their faith is the fubftance of 
things hoped for. And chatis the fecond thing I now come 
to: Carnall hearts think there is no fubftantiall reall excel- 
Jency in any thing , but in the outward excellencies of the 
world; they think that money, Lands, honours, the pleafures 
and delights of theflefh, have fubftance in them; and that 
there is fomething of reallity in thefe: Now I befeech you, 
obferve the difference between the judgement of the holy 


~ Ghoft , and the judgement of a carnal] heart : whereas a car- 
mall heart looks upon outward things as the onely fubftan- 
tial chings, (therefore youcall your rich men fubftanciall 


men: and fo the Scripture, {peaking in the language of men, 
calls a mans eftate his fubftance,’ becaufe men count their 


eftate here their {ubftance,) now the holy. Ghoft accounts all: 


thofe things that the world lookes uponas fubftances, to be 
but meer conceits: and thofethings that the world accounts 


coriceits, to be fubfances: (and thofe that judge according 

to the judgement of the holy Ghoft, doe the like.) For the: 
firft, you know St. fobs reckons all things in the world in three: 
ranks ; either {uch as are profits, pleafures, or honours: the: 

lufts of the flefh, and the pride of life, and the delights of the: 

eye: now for thofe things that the world counts their greateft - 
fubftance, their eftates, and riches, marke how the holy Ghoft: 
thinks of them, Prov.23.4,5. Labour not to be rich 5 ceafe front. 
thine own wifdome': wilt thau fet thine eyes upon that which is not 2. 
_. That which youcall your fubftance, the holy Ghoft fayes, it is 

. got, ithathnobeingatall. Well, but honours.and prefer-. 
ments have fomewhat in them. Nay, they: have nothing in. 
them neither. “ Afts 25,23, tisfaid, Agrippa and Bernice came 


in gte at pompe to tbe judgement feat, glittering in their brave ap= 
parell; bur the word..tranflated great’ pompe, is, they came 
with, much fancy: what greater honour is there then for Prin- 


. €€8 to conte in their robes upon the judgzement-feat, glittering 
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before the eyes of their fubjets? thus did they : and yet their | 
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5,6. you have the fen{uali ty of the people fee out very fully, 
They tie upon beds of Ivory, and frretch themfelves upon their cous 
ches, and eat the Lambes ont of the flock , and the Calves ont of the 
midft of the ftall; they chant to the found of the violl, and invent te 
themfelves inflruments of mufick_; they drink winein bowles, Oc. 
and in verfe 13. itcomesall tothis , Te rejoyce.in a. thing of 
naught, in that which hath nothing init; there isno reallity, 
no {ubftantiall excellency in all thefe things ; neither in rie 
ches, honours, or pleafures ; but marke now how the holy 
Ghoft judges of fpiricuall things: what fubftance there is in 


them, which are only conceits to carnal] hearts, Prov.8.20, . 


| 67 
great glory in the judgement of the holy Ghoft, was allbur = 
- agreatfancy: And for the lufts of the fiefh, Astos 6. in verfe 


a1..(fayes wildome there) I lead in the way of rtghteonfnefie : 


Oc, that I may canje thofe that love me to inherit fubhance 3 .to | 
‘ inherit that which is; fo Tremelius, as if nothing had a being, | 
but that which wifedome caufeth to inherit. And Hebr. 10. 
33,34. Tou were made a gazing flock both by reproaches and df=. 


flidtions, and roo enh the {poyling of your geods, tc. (but how 


heaven a better, and an enduring fubftance. So that that which 
was but a conceit and notion to the world, by their faith they 
faw it to be fubftantiall unto them: and Hebrewes 11.10. Ie 


is faid of Abrabam , that he looked for a City with foundations * 


there was no City in the world that had foundations in Abrae 
bams eye, but only the City that he looked for; and it was 


different judgement of the holy Ghoft and the world. As now 
while we live upon the earth, we think the earth to be very 
, great, ‘and the Sun and Moon and Stars to be but little things, 


' and they feemfo tous: but were we in heaven, we fhould 


_ came this to pafle? marke,) knowing it your felves that ye bavein *° 


' his faith that gave that City foundations. Thus we fee the |. 


then fee the Sun and Moon and Stars to be great and vaftbo- 


_ dies, and the earth to be but a point in comparifon of them: 


fo while men have earthly hearts, they look upon the things 
of heaven as conceits, and poore fmall inconfiderable things, 
not worth looking after: but if by divine principles they 


were once lifted up to heaven and could converfe there, then . 
« they would fee the things of heaven tobe great matters, and 
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the things here below to be buta points to be but poor low 
inferiour things, not worth minding or affeGting.. Thofe 


things that are the objects of faich are {ubftantiall things, and — 


faith gives them that fubftance. 7 

- And they are fubftantiall things, Firft, becaufe they have in 
them more then appeares to be in them : we count that fub- 
flantiall which hath in ic more then ic appeares for: thofe 
things that make a great fhew, and have not that in them 


which they make fhew of » we count them vain , and without _ 


fubftance,as a piece of cloth that hath noc chat in it which ie 
fhewes for, we fay it hath no fubftance in it. 


Now the things of God have more in them abundantly then 7 


they fhew for, and therefore they are fubftantiall: hence it is 
that when Chrift fhall come in glory, the Text fayes., He hall 
be admired in all them that- believe, 2.Thef.1.10. They fee for the 
prefent a great deal of excellency in Chrift, and they love 

im,and their hearts are towards him for that they fee in 
him now ; but hereafter he fhall appeare abundantly more glo- 
rious then they thought for: then they fhall fay, indeed we did 
fee much in Chrift, but we fee'now infinitely more glory and 
excellency then ever we imagined. | 


. Secondly, the things of heaven that arethe obje&s of faith | 


are fubftantiall, becaufe there is moft of God in them. Now 
God is the infinite firft being of all,and gives being to all: that 
therefore which hath moft of the firft being in itsmuft needs be 
the moft fubftantiall and reall good : Now though it be true 
that all creatures are filled with Gods excellencies , yet {piri- 
tuall and heavenly things are aboveall other moftfilled with’ 
God: the very divine nature of God is in them, and there is 
the very life of Ged, andthe Image and glory of God, and 


there God doth efpecially communicate himfelf. God hath 


two wayes of his communication: the one is to hisSon, and 
that is in an infinite way that we underftand not : and the o- 


ther isto his creatures : and his fpectall communication of — 


himfelf co-his creatures is in {pirituall and heavenly things: 
therefore'they muftneeds -be ae moft {ubftanciall and real] 
things cothefoul. & | : 

; find then Thirdly, they are fubftantiall things and not no- 


tions . 
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tions and conceits, becaufe they are the very center of the 
thoughts and intentions of God himfelf, and that which he 
aimes at in all his workes towards his creatures, and the very - 
center of the happineffe of the moft excellent creatures that 
ever God made. Now that which is the very iffue of the great 
defigne of God in making the world, and of all the workes he 
doth in the world, and the higheft good any creature Is capa- 


_ ble of, certainly ic isnoconceit, but hatha great deal o 


{ubftantiall being in ic : butthe good we have in fpiricuall 


and heavenly things, is the very iffue of Gods defignefrom all. - - 
_ eternity, in his full communication of himfelfe unto his crea- 


ture; and itis the higheft good-any creature is capable of : 
therefore {piricuall things are reall and fubftantiall. : 
Againe , reall and fubftantiall things they are, becaufe we 
finde they have a reall and fabftantiall operation upon the 
fouls of thofe that are acquainted with them. ‘O the mighty 
work that appeares upon the hearts of the godly from the ap- 
rchenfion of fpirituall things, that are the objects of faith ! 
bow doe {pirituall things tune and raife the hearts of men 
that were low, and bafe, and drofly, and vile before, tocon= 
verfe with God in the higheft way and kinde that it is pofible 


~ for a creature to converfe with God in’; and what great things 


doe they enable the foul to doe! thofe things that have fuch - 
a fubftantiall operationsmuft needs be reall and fubftantiall. 
Laftly, they have an eternall fubfiftency , that fhall never 
vanith or fade away , that when all other things fhall wither 
as the grafle, fpirituall and heavenly things fhall abide for e- 
ver: therefore they are the only fubftantiall things. 
- But then, as they are thus in themfelves, fo how come they 
tobe thus to the foul? why ic is by faith ; faith gives them 
thebottome, the foundation , the fubftantiallity of their be- 
ing. AndInote this the rather, becaufe the great reafon 
why our hearts are not taken with fpirfcuall things, is, be- 
caufe "6 doe not fee.into the reallity and fubftantiallity 
pa isin.then, and into the prefentneffe.of the’ good they - 
Rave. - -_ Se et a a 
_ Now faith.gives them this their fubftantiall being: 
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upon God himfelfe, and enables the foul co difcerne the ex- 
cellency and glory that there is in God, to know much of 


_ Godin his own effence and being ; and elevates the foul to 


cenverfe with God in a higher way abundantly then reafon. 
can doe (though itis true, a great deal of God is underftood. 
by reafon.) And then by faith the foul comes to know what 
riches there are in thefe excellent and glorious things of God. 
Ic firft fees chem in God, and then after that it fees this. God 


_ to be infinitely willing to communicate. and let out himfelf 


to his creature; And then by faith the foul converfeth with . 
the deep and glorious councels of God , between himfelf and 
his Son: It fees inco the great defigne God had in fending his 
Son into the world for the working and bringing to paffe 
thofe high and glorious intentions he had in communicating 
himfelf to thechildren of men through a mediator. Again, 
faich converfeth with the great things of the covenant of grace, 
and there fees into thofe unfearchable riches (as the Apoftle 
{peaks )that have no footfteps in the creature ; fo the word fig- 
Nnifiesswe cannot fee them by reafon,or the creature. A fpeciall 
ni faith works upon, is the covenant of grace in the Gof- 


pell, and it fees che riches that are-revealed there: And faith 


receives the teftimony of the holy Ghcft; the holy Ghoft is 
appointed by the Father and the Son to witneffe thefe great 
things, to manifeftto the foul the deep chings of God ; thofe 
things that are but meer notions otherwife to the heart of a. 
man , the {piric of God difcovers thefeto the foul; and fo 
faith working upon thefe obje&ts, and clofing with them as 
the proper {pheare for it tomovein, it-makes-all thofe glori« 


’ ous things that are revealed concerning the happinefle of thofe 
_ that God intends eternall good unto, fubftantial] and reall to 


the foul; fuch thingsas the foul can build upon, and dare 


‘venture its felf, and ics eternall eftateupon; and we had need 


havea good foundation in thofe things we are content to | 

venture our eternall eftate upon: and becaufe it muftbe the 

work of faith (when God intends to fave the foul ) to have 

fuch apprehenfions of the Gofpell asto be willing to venture 

its eternall condition upon it, therefore ic had.need have a 

furefoundation: and hence faith is the fubftance of eines 
Be ie oe ~ » hop 


= Py - 


°_ The Saints Treafury, 


| hoped for, and gives a reall being unto thefe things. 
And as it makes them reall and {ubftantiall , fo there is a= 


nother thing included in this word , It makes chem prefent; 


though they are but things hoped for , yet by faith they have 


a prefent fubftftence to the foul ; they are lookt upon by faith 
as now fubfifting , chough in themfelves they doe not: faith 


-_ partakes much of the nature of God , it hath a kinde of omni- | 


potent power in ic, out of nothing to create fomething : there 
are many excellent works of faith , and amongft the reft this 
isa fpeciall one, to give a being to that which in ie felf hath 
none, tomake it for the prefent a fubftantiall real] being to 
the foul: the work of faith in this kinde is very obfervable: 
for evill chings chat are very nigh, faithcan make them at a 
mighty diftance ; and for good thirigs that arenever fo far off, 
faich can make them to be as prefent to ic. Obferve what the 


_ Scripture fpeakes of it this way: : firft for evils that are very 


nigh,and encompafie us round about,when we are in the midi 
of them, faith can put the evil] at a diftance’, as Pfalm.91.7. A 


thonfand fhall fall at thy fide, and-ten thoufand at thy right band, 


but it (hall not come nigh thee; not come nigh thee: If he had faid, 
it fhall not be upon thee, ic had been fomewhat; but to fay, it 
fhall not conie nigh thee, this is a ftrangekinde of expreflion 5 
how could it be faid not to comenigh him, when thoufands 
fell on both hands , and he was in the midft of ic? -it was by 
faith : faith put that ata diftance which was juft upon him. 


The ftrength of reafon will help one, when the plague is 3_ 
| great way off, then a-man thinks, Iam fafe enough. becaute 


arre-enough frdth ic: but fuppofe che plague come into thy 
houfe, into thy chamber ; now to believe a promife,it fhal] not 
come nigh thee, here isa mighty work of faith ; faith puts e- 
vils prefent ata farre diftance. And then on the’ other fide, 
for good things that are abfent, & a great way off, faith can 


‘make them asif they were really fubfifting : therefore (Heb. 


11.13.) Iti {aid of che Fathers, that they faw the promifes a- 


_ Farre off, and embraced them: the wordin the originall is fe- 
_ -duted che promifes; nowfriends when they falute, mutt be 


nigh one another ; their faith made the promifes which, were 


a great way off tobe with them as if prefent > therefore c oe 
‘ . : F al . 
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{aid of Abraham, that he faw Chrifts day; and rejoyced; and 


_ the Scripture fpeaks of taking hold of eternall lite, and that 


we doeby faith; and of being in heaven, receiving the end of 
your faith: Tis not,you fhall receive,but now you are receiving, — 
Pfalm. 108.7.8. God bathfpoken in bis holineffe,I will rejoycey I will” 
divide Sechem &c.Gilead is spac peciair ited is mine: marke, is 
mine : he prefently concludes, as if the thing were already 
done, for it was fo by faith : faith gives “a prefent fubfiftence © 
tothings. Reafon it felfhath a great deale of power to make 
things that are future, to be as prefent, both in evill things 
andin good. In evill things, a man that‘ isa contemplative 
man, and hath a wicked heart, he will fetch the {weetneffe of 
his luft and finne which isa ae way off, and make it as. 
prefent by meditation, and roling ic up and down in his _ 
thoughts in a way of difcourfe; and fo aés his finne contem-— 


; Cae » though he may beinhell before he a&it really; 


ow as reafon and difcourfe can fetch in a luft, and make it 
as if it were prefent: fo reafon can goe a great way in ae 
a future good thing as if it were prefent. And this isthe dif- 
ference between a rational] creature, and afenfuall: a fen- 
fuall creature is only for the things that are before it ; but now 
reafon can fetch things that are abfent, and make thenr as pre- 
fent: and in regard of this, God hath a mighty advantage of 
mankinde, either for the bringing of his wrath upon them, or 
for beftowing happinefle upon them: as you can fetch in 
your lufts that are abfent, and make them as prefent to you in 
your thoughts, by the work and difcgurfe of reafon: fo by 
the worke of this faculty , God can make ails andplagues 
though future,yet to be as prefent with you.And in this refpec 
the wofull evill of thofe that perifh eternally may be fet out 


- dreadfully : namely thus, they being reafonable creatures; by _ 


the work of their reafon they may fetchin all the mifery that 
they fhall indure to eternity, to fill up every moments mifery, 
that all the mifery they fhall indure to eternity , they {hall 
poffeffe ic prefently and together: and therefore the torment 
of a brute creature is infinitely fhort ofa reafonable; fuppofe a 
brute beaft were in hell, yet its mifery would come infinitely 


‘fhort of a mans , becaufe a brute creature apprehends no more 


mifery,, 
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mifery,then that inftane : butnow, if a reafonable creature 
be in torment, and knowes it fhall be in it eternally, b 
thoughtand difcourfe itcan fetch into that very inftant, all 
the paine that ic muftendurefor ever. And fo for happineffe, 
thofe that are faved, thal] be infinitely happy every momenr, 
becaufe they thall fetch in all the happineffe they thall have to 
eternity tomake them every moment happy : this is the work 


of reafon. Now ifreafon can make future,things to be as pre- 


{ent, how much more can faith, that is not only reafon eleva- 


ted, but is a principle higher then reafon ? as it isin difpaire, | 


a man that difpaires brings hell to himfelf before he is in hell; 


_and makes hell thatisabfent, as if it were prefent. Hence 


fome in their difpairing have cryed out, they were in hell: as 
Francis Spira y he faid he was in hell , and hell fire was upon. 
“him, becaufe by difpaire that which is future hath a reall kinde 
_ of fubfiftance in the heart of a man , asif it were now prefent, 
Now as difpaire brings in the reallity of Gods wrath chat is 
future, and makes it as prefent, fo faith brings in the reallicy 
of Gods love and mercy that istocome, and makes it as pre= 
fent: and itis as genuine a. work of faich, to make. future 


_ things prefent , asany work of faith. Now I fhould have 


fhewn you in what refpe&s faith makes things prefent, that 
areto come, and -whatis the work of faith in them.. But 
briefly, ic makes all things prefent that are to come : Ss 
_ Firft, becaufe it fees all things.as certain as if they were al- 
ready ; ifa man havea bond of one for a hundred pounds, 


thathe is fure off, he fayes here isa hundred pounds, becaufe _ 


of the certainty of ic. | | 
~ Secondly , becaufe faith lookes upon the pofleflion of things, 


793 


that not only they fhallbe, bucthac now there isa poffeflion , - 


~ ofthem, and that two wayes; Firft, Chriftour head is gone 
before to prepare manfions for us, and in our name to take 
eae ofheaven, thérefore we have taken pcfleflion in our. 


cad; and then Secondly, we have the firft fruits of the {pirit, if 


4 


the firft fruits of the glorious things of heaven; and in that 
regard, we our felves have taken pofleflion, and therefore they 


_ are as prefent to ee sthere is {uch an infiniteneflein /7# 
that is 


eternity that the time 
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o be before we have ful poffefliot * 
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isnot confiderable: thérefore faith lookes upon them as pre- 
‘tent. ; ; eS 
Wo And then Fourthly, faith eyes the things of heaven conti- 
L _hually, and they are therefore prefent ,. becaufe they are al- 
wayes in the eye of faith. | 
~ -CAnd Fifthly, the prefentneffe of them is feen in this, becaufe 
the Saints enjoy allin God : for this is the happinefle of hea- 
ven,to fee all glory and bleffedneffein God: Now faith doth 
fomething of this here; faich inables us to fee great things in 
God. Now the enjoying communion, with God for the pre- 
fent, and beholding of heaven in God , and feeing al] things 
in him, this muft needs make a prefent reall fubfiftance of them 
_tothe foul. ThusIhave fpoken briefly of faiths, being the 
_ fubftance of things hoped for. 7 | 
For theufe: If faich be the fubftance of chings hoped for, and — 
gives being to things fo high and glorious as the things of 
God are: Firft, chen certainly faich ic felf muft needs be a very 
(ubftantiall thing ; faith is nota conceit and notion, for it 
gives reality and fubftantial being to thofe things the world 
counts conceits : faith is che moft {ubftancialeft glorious thing 
in the world: Itis that, in the working of which, the power 
of God appeares more then in any thing in the world : there= 
fore in Ephef. 1.19,20. there are fome fix or feven gradations | 
of the wonderfull power of God that appeares.in the working 
of faith: Now that muft needs be an exceeding fubftantial 
thing , thac hath fuch a mighty power of God in working of 
ic: God doth not ufeto pue forth extraordinary power for 
, the doing of ordinary things. Now when he freaks of faith, 
| he fets out his power in a glorious manner, and in an extra<. 
ordinary way; and thereby tells us, that faith hath fome 
great matter init. And indeed faith hath much in ic; though 
it bea grace that empties us of our felves , yet it is that wheres 
by the believer is enabled to doe one of the mof glorious 
workes that ever creature was enabled to doe: as now for 2 _ 
poor foul to fee its felf in ics own filch, under fine and guile, 
.and to fee the wrath of an infinite deity incenfed againtt it ; 
80 fee the infinite juftice of God requiring {atisfa&ion , and 
she infinite holinefle of God hating of finne ;( to have a accu 
. trons. 
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fations of confcience, of Satan, of the world , and being fen- 


>. fible of all this, yet to lay hold upon a mediator between - 


- Ged and man, and to truft in a righteoufnefle beyond it felf, 
and to tender itup to Goud the Father for a full attonement 


and fatisfa&tion, and to venture its felf, and eternal] eftate up- _ 


on it; and being unholy and filthy in icfelf, yet to unite it 


elf co God in as neer a union (for the kinde of it) as poffibly — | 


— acreature can have with the Creator., next the hypoftaticall 
union of the humane nature of Chrift with the divine : I fay; 
for faith co be able to doe this , icisa high and moft glorious 


/ 


iff it. 7 | 
- By this how may we difcover the vanity of the faich of the 

@reatcft number ot people in the world, who have nothing but 

Racer emptincile inthem, their very faith is only a notion, 

and.no marvel! then if all things they believebe but notions, 

‘ they can doe nothing with their faith. You fay you hope and 
> ‘believe and truft in Gods mercy, but what can you doe with 
| your faith ? what reall fubftantiall work of faith is upoa 
your hearts? when faith comies, therecomes the mighty power 

. of God and his wonderfull glory into the foul, that creats (as 

it were ) and gives {ubftantial] being to the moft high and glo- 

rious objects in the world: therefore know,that faith is nota 


dead flight empty thing in che foul, bucichach.a mighty ope- . 


«ation upon the hearts of men.and wonten : and certainly that 

. - faich chat muft fave a foul muft have high and-glorious opera« 
tionein thefoul. ~ _ | 

—Againeit faith gives a fubfantial being to things hoped 

for, then we muft learneto ftrengthen and exercife our faith 

inthe things we hope for : which of us doe not hope for great 

‘and glorious things ( as gave you a hint pf them?) Now let 


 bleffed:chings wefpak of were prefenc to the foul, O how 
would-our ‘héants:be above the creature, how fhould-we look 


heavenly chings, how would our fpirits be taken up in won= 
dering-at the glory:of God a in thefe things’, ate 
Pats Pe a. ¢ woul 


- 


faith be exercifed:and ftrengthened in thefe things ;.if all chofe 


upon all things hete below as-dung, filth, droffe, how would” 
our thoughts be: raifed in the admiration of {piricuall and. 


work, and there is an abundance af the power of God appearcs |. 


are things not feen. 
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would our hearts be enflamed with love to God! how would 
our converfations be in heaven for the prefent! what heaven- 
ly thoughts and heavenly affeAtions wouldbeinusinall our —— 
wayes! andhow ould we veuture to goe through fire and 

water for God! to doe any thing , fuffer any thing , be. any 


thing forGod. And did our faith make {uch glorious things 
as thefe reall and fubftantial to us? how fubftantial would 


our duties and fervicesbe. Why is it then that our duties. 
have fo much vanity in them, arefo empty, having nothing 


‘but circumftance in them; certainly. (brethren) if our faith 


gives a {ubfiftance to fuch bleffed & glorious things of eternal 
life, ic will likewifegive a fubfiftance to all our duties ard — 


-fervices , that we fhall not tender to God empty and dead fer-~ 


vices. Confider, this you, who though you dare not omit 
duties, ze whatempty duties doe you tender to God 3 your 
works fhould be the works of faith , and faith fhould give 


_ them a fubfiftance,as well as it gives your hopes; therefore {a- 


tisfie not your felves with that faith that will not give a fub- 
fiftance to your duties; and doe not think it will give a {ube 


. fiftance to fuch glorious things we {peak of. Thus much of ~ 


the firft parcicular, Faith is the fubftance of things hoped for. 1 

would faine {peak a little of the fecond, It is the evsdence of 

things notfeen, 7 - — 
‘There are two things here. 


Firft, chat the things of grace, {pirical and heavenly things, | 


—_ 


And fecondly, that faith gives an evidence to thofe things. 
_. Firftthat grace, fpiricuall and heavenly things, are things 
not feen. et _ - 
- The Apoftle fayes Gal. 5.19.22. the works of the flefh are 


'  manifeft; but when he comes to the workes of the fpirit, he 
— fayes the workes of the fpirit are thefe : he doth not fay, they 


are-manifeft ; forindeed they are things that are not fen; 
though tis true, the operations of them appear, yet there is no 
_ external] work of grace, but an hypocrite may doe it : there: — 
fore the workes of the fpirie cannot be faid tobe feen either 
by the eye.offenfeorreafon. And then for the things of hea 
ven, fayes the Apoftle, 2 Cor.2,18, While we look not at the we 

| | | 500% which 
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which are feen y but at the things which ave not feen , for the things . 


which are feen are temporal, but the things which are not feen are 
eternall.I might here difcover to you how it comes to pafle, that 
{piricuall and heavenly things are not feen unto fenfe and reas 
fon. Many arguments I. chought to have given to difcover 
this : I muft but cull out two or three particulars. The riches 
of a Chriftian in fpiricuall and heavenly things are like the 
riches of the Sea 3 it may be outwardly you {ée nothing but 
hideous waves, and a great deal of filth, I but the riches are 
at the bottome, and theriches of the earth are within, and 


hidden , they doe not appear : fo the riches and treafures of © 


a-Chriftian are things not feen, they are things that are in the 


very bofome of God, in the very heart of God. Now as no 
- aman knowes the things ofa man, but the fpirit of man; fo _ 
no man knowes the things of God, but the {pirit of God, and . 


him to whom God doth reveal them. _—_: 


And then they are things that are beyond the principles of 
reafon, they are too high. and fotoo glorious for fuch.afa- _ 


culty as reafon is : if an object be too glorious for fenfe, it de- 
ftroyes the fenfe: fo thefe objects are too high for reafon, and 
and therefore cannot be feen by reafon. , 

And the blindneffe of man naturally is fuch that he cannot 


fee thefe things. And chiefly God fo. orders things in his. 


providence, that he goeth aquite contrary way (as to fenfe 
and reafon) to that which he hath promifed. } fay itis the 
way of God to hide his glorious excellencies by feeming to 


-goe in the wayes of his providence dire&tly croffe to what he 
_ hath promifed ; we might fhew how God hath hid from fenfe 
_ . and reafon his mercy to his own people: that of Abrabam is 


confiderable ; there were two promifes God made to Abrabam, 
the one of going out ofhis own country, and carrying him to 
a land flowing with milk and honey ; the other, that he would 
make his feed as the ftars of heaven for multicude, and that 
in his feed all the nations of. the earth fhould be blefled. 


_ Mark now, if Abrabam hadnot had fomething to evidence 
that which was not feen, he could never have feen the faichful- 


neffe of God in thefe promifes: for when he was gone out of 


his own country, he comes to Gaiean (the country promifed) 
3 but. 
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buc.as foon as he was there, he wasready to ftarve, and wae | 
faine to flye to Egypt : and ifhehad not had faith he would 
have fallen off,and have been ready to turne back againe. 
And then for the fecond promife, hat in bis feed all the Nati- 


“ons of the earth fhould be bleffed: Abraham goeth on feaventy 
| — and his wife had no childe; and it ceafed_to be with — 


er after the manner of women; fhewasold, and Abrahams — 
body déad: and after he had a child, he muft kill him,.and 
being faved, Zfeac muft be forty yeares before he is married 3 — 


_ and when he ig married , he muft ‘have no childe in twenry 


yeares; and in che firft hundred and fifty yeares after the pro-~ 
mife, there was but'feaventy of all his feed: yet this was the 
romife, that in his feed all che Nations ofthe earth fhou!d be 
Biciied : thus God feémes to goe crofle-to what he promifed. - 
We might inftance alfo in. Facob ; God commande facob to res - 
turne from Laban : and afterthat, mark how God followes 
him. Firft, his uncle Leben followes him with thoughts to - 
flay him. Secondly, In his Journey his wives nurfe dyeth. 
Thirdly, his wifedyes. Fourthly, Dizay is ravifhed. Fifthly, | 
his two Sons,Szmeen and Levy commit that villany,that makes - 


~~ him ftink in the noftrils of the people of the land. Sixtly,E feu 


comes todeftroy him ; andall this in that journey that-God 


commanded Faceb to take. Now if Facdb had not had faith ta 


look through thefeto the things that might encourage him in 


his way to things not feen , it had-been impoffible he fhould 


havegoneon. Sowhen God brings Frael to Canaan, you 
know what.a way they goe about through the wilderneffe : 
when they were come to Canzan,a land flowing with milk 


and hony, God brdught them to the worftpart of it: for the 


fouth part was the hotteft, and dryeft, and barrenncft part of 
thecountrey: thus God feemesto goe on in croffe wayes, and 
this hides the exceflency of the things of God: and hence it 
comes to: paffe they ‘are hoe feen. If it'be. fo, then ‘that ‘the 
things of God:are not feen co a'carnall eye ,-and require more 
then reafomtoapprehend'them: © 2 
: Firft, icfhould make us ceafe-wondering, that men of excel: ' 
Jent parts and reafon, doe not fee the things of God, bur flight 
them.: bezio¢ offended nt this, they are things riot {cen : it 1s 
: | ‘ 
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a great deceit in many , who think that becaufe fuch and fuch 
smen have larger abilities of reafon then others to underftand 
naturall things; thae therefore ic muft needs follow, they 
have deeper apprehenfions of fpiricual things: and yet men 
_ yeafon thus, what you poor fimple men. and women under- 


ftand thefe things, when there are great Schollars and learned © 


men, that fee chem-not : this argues acarnal heart ; as if the 
ftrength of reafon could make men apprehend more then faith 


eandoe. Youknowwhat Chriftfayes , Father I thank thee, 


that thou haft bid thefe things from the wife and prudent , and baft 
revealed them to babes, Math.1 1.25. Notwithftanding fuch ex- 
preflions of Chrift, yet we feethe temper of the men of the 
world : alas,. they look say religion as a moft foolith and 
ridiculous thing; and fo for ftri&tneffe in the wayes of religi- 


TO 2 


on: whena ‘aie fha]] fee another very earneft about a thing ~ 
that he thinkes is of no confequence at all, he cannot butim- ~ 


pute folly to him: fo, when the men of the world fee the peo- 
ple of God fervent, and zealous about thofe things that they 
can fee no excellency. in. ; and fee them willing to venture and 


fuffer for them; they count this folly and’ madneffe : when — 


Chrift (being in danger of his life, Job 18.37,38.) tells Pilate 
that he cameinco the world to bear witneffe unto the cruth, 
fayes Pilate, what is truth? {peaking ina flighting way, as if 
‘he had faid, you come here to anfwer for your life , and you 
had need look to that ; and what doe you talk of truth now 
your life is in queftion. So carnal] men, when they fee others 


venture their eftates, and lives, for poor inconfiderable things, — 


as they efteem them, they count this folly : and why doe they 
- doe fo? becaufe the things of God are not feen. Therefore 
in fpiritual] and heavenly things we muft alwayes endeavour 
to beat down reafon, and to advance faith: fayes Luther, In the 
things of God we muft not continually be asking the reafon, for they 


are the things that are not feen: “Nay Clayes he) faith kills the 


beaft reasons, in {pirttual things. Though it is true, being ke t : ee, 


‘under faith there is good ufe of it, yet it is as a beaft to be 


flaine, that fo we may fee the more of {pirituall things. Imeet 
‘. witha ftory inabook ofa company of Bifhops that were ga- 
- thered together, and there was a Philofopker with thenr 5 ae 

| 4 if- 
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difputed againft the Chriftian faith 5 and he argued fo fubtilly 

that henon-pluft the Bifhops. . Now there was a godly man, 
a poor weak man there, and he defired he might have liberty, 
to difpute, for that they were fonon-pluftin: and chough ac 
firft chey were afraid he would fpoyle the canfe through his 
weaknefle, yet at length they gave him leave to {peak 5 andhe. 
propounds certaine principles of religion to the Philofopher, 
and faidto him, doe you believe thefe things? and {aid no 


_ more, but doe you believe thefe things? znd upon this the 


Philofopher yeilds: Ihave heard (fayes he) nothing all chis 
while but words ; butnowI finde a divine vercue come into 
me, thatI can no longer refift the Chriftian faich , and this 
meerly upon the propounding of the objets of faith, wich 
urging upon him, Doe you believe? certainly in the things 
of faith we muft believe before we can underftand them fully : 


our faith muft fometimes help us to conceive, and not al- 


wayes our conceiving help to us to believe, we finde this in 
Peter, Jobn 6.69. And we believe and ave fure that thou art the 
Chrift the Son of the living God: mark, we believe and are fure 


. Hedothnot fay , weare fure, and believe: but firft believe, . 


and then are fure; by believing we come tobefure. There 
are many they would faine be fure that-Chrift died for them, 
that their fins are pardoned, and that they are the children of 
God ; and they endgavour to makethis out by arguments, | 


from the effects, and would try themfelves by fuch and fuch © 


notes: but we fhould rather, and in the firft place goe the way 
the Apoftle doth here, we believe and are fure: we fhould caft 
our fouls upon the cruth of the word , and by believing come 
to be fure. . | B93 
So much for the Firft,the things of God are things not feen. 

- But now faith, that doth evidence and make them cleare, 
We knew in whom we have believed , 2.Tim.1.12. and the mer- 
cies of God in Chrift are called The fure mercies of David, Ads 
13.34. Faith isnot a meernotion, imagination , or conceit, 
bur tis that which makes all fure and certaine to the foul. I, 
fhould have anfwered a cafe here, whether or no there may 


- not be faith without affurance, thatis without affurance of a 


mans own falvation by Chrift. ! ‘ 
| : Cer- 
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2 Cercainly it muft rieeds be a great miftaite to put that upon. 


the being of faith, which is the riches of faith ; for fo the Scrip, 
tare calls aflurance':'a man may beable‘to carry omhis Trade, . 
though he be not rich; and a‘ man may be a belicver,though he 


be not rich in affurance: now aflurance: is the .creame of faith, 
the riches-of faith. 1 {hould have fhewn -alfohow farre faith 
can be an evidence, where there is:doubting. Onely thus. the 


_affuranice we have by faith building upon the word,and draw- 


ing conclufions from divine principles, (for that I fhould have 


_fpoken of, how faith draws things up toan evidence, by di- 


vine and fpiricual] principles ; and what thefe principles are : 


‘on, .and feare your finnes are not pardoned;.and that you | 


but we cdnnot ftand to Open :thisz but >) ic is fo farre an evi- 


81. 


dence,that the foul.can ‘venture upon it, asI told youbefore; . 


faith is a foundation that the foule dare venture upon : as 
that Martyr faid, -though I cannot difputefor thetruch, yet I 
can dyeforthe truth. Where faich comes with a convincing 
light,though there may be doubts and fears;and temptations ; 
yet iccan truft,i and meta ; and thefoul refolvesifI perith, 
I will perifl there : lec all the world fay what they will, finde. 
this isthe way , and whatever comes of it I will not goe back : 
and by this meanes overpowers the foul, and carries it through 
oppolition 3 and fo faith isan evidence. ia 
: any ee fHould have been.fpoken by way of application. 
As Firft, If-faich bean evidence to other things, and makes, 
them feen, then it is an evidence toircfelf. -I meane thus : Ic 
is therefore poflible for a foul to know its own good condition 


and its intereft in Chrift, meerly by the very work of faith it _ 


felf; though for the prefenticbe not able to argue , apofterio- 


vi, from the effe&s of faith, yet it may argue epriori jfaich may 


evidence itfelf. Many Chriftians goe on in a doubting way. 
meerly becanfe they think they .mift have evidences of their 
faith, by fome effe&s that follow: their faith ; and till then 
they can haveno comfort ; tis true, where true-faith is , there 
wil be fruits and effects of itsbuccertainly if. you could learne 
this myftery of the Gofpel,' to finde an evidence in faith it felf, 


you would fooner come to comfort;.And it is a fafer way a 


great deal : as thus, if you have doubts about your conditi- 


have 


— 
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have no intereft in Chri, che. way to be: freed from thefe 


doubts and feares; is by renewing the act offaithis felf, by 
efenting to your fouls the riches of the grace of God in the 
ord Jefus; and by viewing the glory of that, fee ific will noe 
draw out your fouls tobelieve. And if upon this your hearts 
ffirre not for the prefent, fet thefe things before your fouls a- 


_ gaine, and turne not froi renewing. the acts of faith , to pore 


upon your cormptions ,-and then fay , you can fee no intereft 
that yow hare in Chri: but look upward againe and againe,. 
and By the very viewing of them, avertue. will comein, to 


‘draw theheart tobélieve. As by prefenting the law, there is 


an efficacy to terrife and.afrighe : fo by prefenting the glori- 


_ ous things.of the Gofpel , there is an efficacy to draw out | 


faith; And then you are to renew the very primitive work of 


faith ; that is eo clofe with Carift, and to caft your {elves upon 


the freeneffe of the grace of God in Chrift; and though you 
finde in your hearts fuch and {uch corruptions , and are ready 
0 fay, fhall fuch-a oneasI am,fo' polluted and defiled , ca 


_ my felf uponthe of God in Chrift? yet Jay hold upon 


Chrift,and you have as much reafon to doe it from thence, | 


- asfrom any thing ; and therefore chis muft be thy courfeto 


wenew this primitive a& of thy faich again and again. I but 
yet my doubts and feares vemaine : but if chou wouldeft - 


_ aye an evidence, to it ageine& again a thoufand times over, 


| and ac laftcherewill be an evidence of thea& of faith it felf. 


But you will fay, this may be prefumption to caf ones felf up- 
on the free grace of God in Chrift. I anfwer, this is ne pre- 
fumption, Detaite che very act it {elf gives thee a right toall 
that is in-God and Chrif Now’prefumption is when a man 
takes that which he hath no rightto : andifa man doethatto . 
which he hath no. right before, yet ifthat he doth give hima 
right,it isne prefumption.Buc you-will fay,chis is a licentious | 
way ;& gives liberty. Oido not wrong faith, when theu(though 


thou chnftfrenoreafon fori), in the want of fight and fenfe 


canft venture thy felfeupon the riches of she grace of God — 
Chrif, iris the moftglorious work that thou canft pafibly doe 
2n this world : thot d& thou be able to livero.overcome all 
thy corrnptions, and to doethegreateft fervice imaginable, ri | 
Mae — cou 
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could not be fo glorious a. work as shis,.And itis the moft dif- - 
ficult ching in the world ;.and theréforenoadodtrine of liber- 
ty; thac foul that can goe through all ‘the difficulties of faith, 
that.can overcome'its infihice guile, and che cerrours of the 
law ; and notwithftanding all thatcomesberween God andic, - 
can venture upon the free grace of God in Chrift,; may over=— 
come all. che difficulties in the world, .Many other things — 
_ might have been in urging of this, as now,though:we are IA 
'. thedark, and fighe and fenfe, and_all is gone; yet’ exercife 
faith, and if chou woulde& ftudy to magni God as.a Chrifti- 
an, this is the cnely way. There isa notable inftance of cree 
_ ditthat Alexander gave to his Phyfician, and theexample of 
the eruft he put in him did: a y honour him before all] 
his Nobles: Alexander being fick, : one fends to him and adyir 
fetch him to take heed of Philip his Phyfitiar: , for that one had 
feed him to poyfon him ; his Phyfitian brings hia the potir 
on, and Alexander gives him the letter, and drinkes the porti- 
on prefencly , imimating that he would not believe what was 
_ reported of hiny:, and this was amiighty -honowrdonetohis - 
Phyfician, and fo when thou haft no evidence in thy felfe, yea 
when chou haft many temptations that {peak ill of the tree. 
grace of God in Chrift, and that tell chee Chrift hath lefr thee 
and forfaken thee ; and that is ‘would never bethus and thus 
wich thee if Chrift intended any good ‘to thee; and when 
- gemptations are intheir greateftheat;.and {peak the worft of 
Chrift; Now to venture thy foul upon Chrift, Chrift will | 
takeicas the greaceft honour thou art capable of doing to _ 
him: and icis the readieft wayto advance the riches of his 
graceand mercy. ‘And be afraid of unbeliefe , as wellas of 
prefumption ; be afraid leaftthou fhouldet not magnifte the 
riches of the grace of God in Chrift, which is his great defigne 
amongft the children of men. I thought to have laid downe 
fomething to thew what encouragement we have to believe 
in cafe of want of evidence , when we are in the dark,: and caa_— 
feeno light ; and to hav piven rules. co kelp ourfaith: = 
— Bat I will conclude with this one ufe. - ee 
_ By what hath been delivered you may all fee what an ex- 
~ etilenc and admirable grace faith is, and of what ufeivis. O 
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brethren , in chefetimes wherein there is {uch feare, trouble . 
and diftra@ion ; now to have faith to give a fubfiftance to all, 
the things that God hath fpoken of; a fubfiftance to all. the 
glorious promifes that God hath madeto his people: what a 
wonderfull blefling is this! now excercife faith , and by faith 
give a fubfiftance to all thefe promifes ; make them a founda+ 
tion to reft.upon; be willing to venture all you have, your 
Eftates, names, liberties, lives, for the furthering and fulfilling 
the glorious promifes which.God hath made unto his Church: 


ee if you have faich, that gives foundations to thofe promi- 


ou will doe fo. And though we.fee nothing but dark-. 
neffe, and mifery upon the world, yet let us exercife faith ; if 
the hour of temptation be yet to come, as who knowes,, then: 
we fhal] have need of faich ; and faich onely s in fuch' dark- 
neffe can helpe.us to light. And for preparation for fuch 
times, labour co ftrengthen faith, and by what you have heard, 
you may fee what fiead faith will ftand you in, in any danger. 
It isa great comfort to a Chriftian. that though. he be in the 
dark in many things(as there are many truths now difputed a- 
bout Churches, and the like) yet to know he hath that in him 
that will make che things of eternal] life evident to him: Ic is 
a wondertul bleffing of God to have a principle that gives {ub- 


- fiftance and evidence to fuch things as thefe are. How excee- 


dingly would many poor fouls rejoyce, if they might have 


an evidence but of fome one truth of religion ; as the truth of 


a deity, which reafon gives light in; they are fo peftred with 
Acheifme, that they would give.a thoufand worlds tobe rid 
ofic.. Nowif this be fo great amercy , to have that which 


‘doth evidence onely one principle of religion ;- what a glorir 
_ us mercy then is it, to have faith to evidence all the glorious 


things of God; andto make them cleare and plaine to you !. 
you can remember there was a time when you thought them 
fancies and conceits , but naw you fee them. as. cleare as the 
light of the Sun.,: and you would not row for a thoufand 
worlds .but-you faw them as you doe. Heréafeer ( brethren) 


~ when we fhall {ce them not by faith, but by fenfe, O how fhall. 
‘we bleffe God then, that wehad before an evidence of thefe 
__ Abings made co our fouls, What would have become ofus if 


. - The Saints Treafury. - g 5 


we had not had an evidence to cleare thofe things tous tha 
lead to this glory , to evidence the righteoufnefle of God in 
Chrift for eternal life. I faw thefe things fubfifting and evi- 
dent before, and. now God reveales them fully tome; whereas 
on the orker fide, thofe chat want a principle of faith to make 
thetn fubftanciall and evident to them, when they hall come 
to be fubftantiall and evident to their fenfe, O what a horrid 
terrouc willicbe unto them: then you will fay, O Lord, that : 
Thad {een thefe things before, my heart then would never have 
been taken fo with the things of che world : I ran madly upon 
the vanicies of the world , to get riches, and honours; and] 
thought I wasthe onely happy man , and chat thofe things 
~ were the onely fubftantial and reall things, and thofe things 
that I heard the Preacher {peak of, I thought them to be bute 
notions and conceits: but now I fee they are reall] and fub- 
ftantiall. OmiferablemanthatnowIlam! — 
_ Othe work of faich that can make thofe that are of weak - 
arts, to fee the great things of God, fames2.5. Hearken my 
rethren (fayes the Apoftle) God bath chofen the poor of this world 
to berichin faith. Tounderftand the great things of faith; 
that poor men fhould underftand the great, the deep, the glo-. 
rious things of God, that were hid from the foundations of 
the world, ic is a wonderful work ; therefore when Fobn fent 
toChrift , to know if he were the Mef#us 5 Chrift gives this as 
one argument, The poor receive the Gofpely Mathew 11.5. Why, 
was that an argument that Chrift was the Meflias, was itnot 
. rather an argument.againft him? thatthe poor did ic:. if the 
great ones haddoncit, ithad been an argument. No, The 
poor receive the Gofpel. And chat thofe that are poor and weak 
in other things, fhould have this mighty work wrought in } 
their foals,to be able to receive Chrift and the Gofpel : this is: } 
an argument of the mighty ‘power of God. Brethren, tohave | | 
the af of the eye of the body by which we can fee the great __ | 
works of God, theSun, Moon, and Stars, and can take notice: 
of the glory of. Godin thefe, chisis a great bleifing: what. 
man would be willing to loofe the fight ofhis eyes, to gaine — 
a world? becaufe it difcovers fo much of the glory of God.. 
- Now ifthe eye that receives onely thefe nacurall ‘things; Ps 
: Qa, 
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fo preecious O then what isicto havea principle within us, 


an eye of faith clearly ro evidence the greatthings and gfori. 
ous councels of God unto us? if a chriftall that can receive 
colours into it from without, be precious ; O what is the 
chriftall of faich ? ic may well be called precious faith , for it 
receives into the foul the glory of God, and the excellencies of 
Chrift, and the great things ofeternall life. And thefe are 
brought into the foul by faith , in the reallity and power of - 
them to raife the heart, and co fill ic wich all joy and peace in 

believing , and.to carry the foul through all the troubles of 
this world, Othe eye of faith is a precioys eye! theeye of. 
{enfe is precious, becaufe we can fee vifible objects by that; 

but the eye of reafon is more precious , becaufe that can make 
things feen which are notfeen by the eye of fenfe; reafon can 


— difcourfe up to God himfelf : and ic is the wonderfull excel- 


lency of a reafonable creature that God hath given him that 
abilicy,that he can difcourfe fo from the effe& to the caufe, 
and from one caufe to another , till at laft he gets upto God, 
the firft being ofall. This is an admirable indowment we 
fhould bleffe God for : but now, if the ufe of reafon have fuch 
an excellency init; beeaufe by that we have an evidence of 
reafonable things tous, then ftill goehigher and-Jabour to | 
havea right efteem of this precious faith, that gives unto us: 
fuch evidence of the glorious things of God, even%that 
faith thac God puts into our hearts on purpofe that by ic we 
might beableto receive into our fouls thofe glorious and 
hidden myfteries of god] jnefle that doe infinitely concerne our 
eternal] peace. | : 


\ 
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LELFELS 


ererer 


| Joun.8. v.36. | | 
. If the Soune therefore fhall make you free, ye foall be free 


indeed, 


[ee Chapter we have Chrift continuing of his conteft 


with the piesa: rh Lip Meat bik yin anfwering all that: 


they faid, norwich 


nding they fharled at every word al- _ 


moft that paft. But however it was with the multitude, yet 


there were fome that were taken with what he faid: fer in 
verl. 30. it is faid, As he fpake thefe words many believed on 


bim, at leak there were fome beginnings of faith, orfome pre-_. 


parations to it, ~And Chrift tells hem verf. 33. That if they. 
continued in bis werd, then they were bis difciplesindeed: as ifhe | 


fhould fay, ic is not enough that you are ftirred for the age 


difciples, unleffe you continue in my word: how often-doe — 


the} flafhes that areupon thehearts and confciences of men 
yanifh and come to nothing? they continue not in the word 
of Chrift, and therefore are not his difciples. rift tells chem: 
further, that they muft underftand more concerning their con- 
dition then yet they apprehended. And ye shall know the truth, 
aud the truth foal make you freev.32. as ifhe fhould fay, though 
you have fome confufed'apprekenfions of things for the pre- 


_. dent, yet it is but very lictle you know of your condition : but 


if you will goe on in the way that God's beginning -with you,, 


_ in flirring your confciences; ifyou will continue, you fhall 
come to know more then yet you know, Ye ial know the truth, 


and the truth fhall make you frees and then in verf: 33. fay they, 


we ave Abraham: feed, and were never in bondage to any man; bow 


feyeft thon,ye frall be made free. Sechere, they begin'to {narle 
| —. again. 
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againe. Mafter Calvin, 1 remember, thinks that thefe are the 


=~ words rather offome- other of the Jewes that were prefent, 


then of chofe that are faid before to believe : but. others think . 


~- $¢may be underftood even of thofe-that are faid to believe; 


for though they did begin to affent to the do&rine of Chrift, 


aid were very much convinced , yet there was ftill abundance | 
_ of frowardneffe, perverfneffe and crookedneffe in their {pirits : 
fo that they begin againeto wrangle with Chrift, efpecially | 


when he doch but intimate to them any thing of their bon- 
dage. Itisa ufual ching for many people, that have fome ftir- 
rings of conf{cience, and fome beginnings of the working of 
Gods {piric in them, and it may be {faving ones too, yetto 
continue a-long time in much frowardnefleand pérverfnefle of 


. {pirit,if they be oppor in their way. Therefore, fay they, doe 


you {peak to us of bondage, and tell us of freedome? why, We 
were never in bondage to any. ver{.33. What never in bondage to 
any? werenot the Jewes.in bondage to the Bebyl.nians, when 


in captivity to them? and were they not at this Very time in 


bondage to the Romans? and yet we were never in bondage: 
thus carnal] hearts, till grace fully f{ubdue them, are very loth 
to know their wretched condition ; they love not to heare of 


any thing that difcovers to them the mifery that they arein : 


they were never in bondage, they fay , but yet Chrift picryeth 
them: he did not take advantage to fling away prefently, be- 
caufe he faw them continue ftill in their perver{nefle, and {nar- 
ling at what he {pake, but tells them, what bondage he meant. 


As ifhe fhould fay,the truth is, though you think your felves. - 
free,yet there is a bondage that you arein, and {uch a bondage 


that none can deliver you,but the Son of God alone. If the Sox 


therefore foal make you free, you foall be free indeed. Thus we 
come to the words of the Tex. | : : 


Thefe words, you fee then , hold forth unto usthebleffed 


~~ Jiberty of the Gofpel ; that freedome that believers have by 


Chri. | _¢ | 
Icomethen prefently to the maine doétrinal conelufion, 
which is this : 


There is a bleffed liberty, that Chriftians enjoy by Chrift, andon- 
— byby kim. This de&xine of Chriftian liberty thatis enjoyed a 


———~ - 
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- Chrift, is a Treafury of abundance of admirable confola- 


_ tion , and much of the myftery of the. Gofpell is contained — 


tn this dottrine. I thould enlarge my difcourfe too 


farre, and feek to gripe too much, fhouldI think to give you ~ 


' bucaview of this doérine in all the points of it. If we fhould 
intend to handle it at large, I fhould fhew to you. 1. What 
that is chat Chrift doth fet believers free from. - 2. The privi- 
ledges of this freedome they have vi Chrift. 3. The Subject 
ofit: who it is.thac hath this fre 
comes: howitisby the Son, and onely by him. 5. The 
Fievers have in this freedome: how they come to be enfran- 
chifed and to have intereft in ic. And 7. the application of it. 
But fhould I goe this way to work , it is but little J fhould-be 


able todoe.: therefore] will not grafpe fo much. J intend — 
tlierefore to handle but one {peciall thing in this our freedome 


by Chrift. stmutislitiuerm ite, e 7 a. 
_. “T€T fhould thew to you, firft of all what we are freed from ; 
then there is the freedome from the law, the freedome from the 
ower of finne, the freedome from the bondage of feare, the 
Pesdans from an accufing confcience, the freedome from fla- 
_ vifhneffe in the performanee of holy duties‘; we are fet at H- 
_berty in holy duties; the freedome from death , and _ the evilk 
of that; the freedome from the flavery of the devill ,: and the 
freedome from.the ceremonial law ; but neither muft we feek 
to gripe all thefe particulars : to fhew you our freedome in 


thefe, I fhall onely pitch upon one, and that is our fréedome — 


from thelaw. Ifthe Son therefore shall make you free , ye foall be 
freeindeed. = i. 7 ia 
The doétrine of freedome from the law, is the fubjec thac 


we are to handle at this time : and when I {peak of freedome_ 


from the law, I meane, not freedome from obedience to the 
Jaw: tis an erronious conceit, to think we are freed from obe- 
dience to theJaw.: and itis aconceit too meane and abfurd 
for us to {pend time about it now, that have fo little, and ha-. 
‘ving to deal in a matter offo great confequence as we have; 
for what isthe law, but the image ofGod, the very beame a 
| 7 % a ) tne 
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edome. 4. By whom it . 


rice and purchafe of thisfreedome. 6. The intereft that be- | 
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the wifdome and holineffe of God himfelf, if you look at it, 


: Whings are now fo¢0 Uaofe that are itt free by Chrift: but to 


a Sal eee in 


as requiring obedience; and for any to fay, we fhould be freed 
from obedience to the law, is as much as to fay, we fhould be. 
freed from the image of God , from the beame of the wifdome 
and holineffe of God himfelf, therefore we will {pend no time 
about that, but when I {peak of freedome from the law, I mean 
freedome from the rigour of the law , from the condemning 
fentence of the law, in which all the rigour of it appeares. 


Wherefore then it is neceffary, firlt to give you a view of the — 


poe that weare all in,under the law, unleffe delivered by 
Chrift, an | 


And then Secondly ; I fhall endeavour to open to you, 


wherein the liberty of the Gofpell doth. confift, thae Chrift. - 


hath purchafed for us,: Thefe twothings (brethren) havein. 
them the chiefe doftrine of divinity , and except you be well 


_ inftruded and fetled in thefe two, you cannot know aright 


any pointofreligion. , | | 
: For the firfts I will be but briefein that, though there be 


- many particularsinit, for it is the fecond I chiefly intend. 
And for a preparation to this firft, thisI fhall tell you before. 


band, that I {hall name many things unto you that will feent 
exceeding hard ; but yet take this confideration along, that. 


alchough the things Ename to you appeare never fohard, yee - 
they are but in order to thac which I fhall afterward deliver. 


to you, that thal! have much comfort and: peace in it.“ If cell. 

you any thing of your bondags, itis onely to this end, that. 

= may know the bleffedneffe of your freedome and li- 
erty 


"Wherefore then , for the rigour ofthe law ( that you may. 


know what you are freedfrom ) you. muft know what this is, 


and what you are all ander by nature as-confidered: out of 


Chrift, for fo the hoiy Ghoft expreffeth our fubjetion. to the: 
_ law, he faich, we are snder it, Row.6.14. Now ye. are not.under — 
the law: there was a time when-thtey were under. the law ; firft;. 

_ shen the rigour of the law is in this, it requires. hard things of 


thofe that are under it. 1 fhall thew you afterward}, how the 


e. 
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thofe that are undér the law it is a hard yoke, it requires hard 
things, things that dre croffe and contrary to the hearts and, 
difpofitions of al] that are under it; things between which and 
their hearts there is an enmity and antipathy. Now to require 
fuch things as‘oné hath no minde to, but are quite contrary to 
ones nature , 4nd that ones nacure hath an antipathy againfts_ . 
thisis very tedious ; and yet fuch are all the duties of che law, 
to thofethat areinbondagetoin, = «© - , . 
Secondly, the law requires not. onély hard, but impoffible’ 
things,impoflible to bé performed by thofe that are under it,the 
law it isa yoke that neicher we nor our fathers Were able to bear 
Ags 1§.10.bucthat you wil fay is meant of the ceremonial] law: 
. J,but-therc is more in it then fo,for do-but confider the occafion 
of that {peech, it was upon this ground , there were fome that’. 
came from the Church of Fernfalemto the: Church of Autiock, 
and they troubled re there With two doétrines , the 
‘do&trine of the neceflity ofthe ceremoniall law, and the do- 
&rine of being juftified by thé law;. now this Church of Axtioch 
fends tothe Church of Ferufalem , to be fatisfied about both 
thefe queftions, and-that which is {poken is fpoken concrening 
themboth , not onely the ceremonial law was that whereby 
they lookt for juftification , but the morrall law too, and 
both were a yoke that neither they nor their fathers were able | 
to bear; and the rather it muft be meant of both, becaufe in the 
very next words we finde it oppofed to the grace of Chrift, in 
vert. 11. But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Fefus. - 
Chrift, we fhall be favedeven asthey. Asifhe fhould fay, you 
muft not think to be faved by the law, but by the grace of the . 
Lord Jefus Chrift.. Now'thegrace of the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
is oppofed to our juftification, by obedjence tothe morrall. _ 
law ,- as well as to the ceremonial : fo that the morral ‘law is 
a-yoke that neither we-nor our fathers wereabletobeare. Ie _ 
requires of us fuch things as are impoffible to be done by ‘thofe’ 
that areunder‘it; We muft not difpute now how this canbe, . 
or the juftice of it; that will fallin afterward...  .. 
* And chen thirdly, thelaw’ exacts:all of us under the con- | 
dition of perfettion : the law —_ of nothing but thatwhich 
oe . a | ag 
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is compleat and abfolutely perfe& every way , both in regard 
of the principle from whence , and the manner how 5 and the 
rule by which, and end to which, it requires abfolute per- 
fection. a 7 
Fourthly, the law accepts of no furety, it muft have it done 
in our own perfons: likea fevere creditor that will be paid 
to the utmoft farthing, and by our felves. fay the law, in it 
felf confidered , lookes for a perfect righteoufneffe of our own. 
perfons, or elfe itcondemnes us, this isthe righteoufneffe of 
the law, That be that doth the things therein contained , {hall live. 
a them. Rom. 10: 5. He that doth: there mut be doing , and 
hat by himfelf perfonally, or not at at all. 
- Butie may be, though there be much required, yet upon 
fome endeavours there may be fome remiifion. Z 
In the fift place therefore , fuchis the rigour and feverity — 
of the law, that let us endeavour never fo much to obey it, 
yet all our endeavours are rejef&ted,if they come not upto per= 
fe& obedience: Tis avaineplea of many people to fay,they 
doe what they can, and defire well, and endeavour well; Ie 
is true, this is f{omewhat to thofe that are children , and have 


' freedome by Chrift (as you fhall heare by and by) but to thofe . 


that are under the law, endeavours to obey, though never fo 
ftrong, if the work be not done, are not accepted by God. 
_ Sixthly, the law requires ee in all thefe: {uppofe we. 
could obey che law, or goe on very farrein many things, yet 
fuch are the termes between God and us , as weare under the. 
Jaw , that if we were able to obey the law inevery thing as, 


; long as we live, till the very Jaft moment, and fhould offend . 


but in any one particular at the laft moment, were it not for 

this freedome we haveby this Son , we were utterly undone > 

for ever; you may {ee by the way ftill as you goe of what inf- © 

nice concernment our freedome by Chriftis. You muft look. - 
to your felves how you get deliverance by Chrift, for cere . 


ow thisi¢ yonr condition as long as you are under the . 
aw. a ; . 


‘ | : . . a 7 eotits cS 
Scaventhly, the law exa&s the obedience ie requires ex- 


_ @eding rigoroufly in away of violence upon all thatareun-. 
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der it, it comes roughly upon them as Pharoabs task-matfters 5 
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it requires the work, and lookes not at ftrength; ftrength or no 


ftrength,the work is required , and required with exceéding 
rigour,with dreadful threatning if ic be not performed : there- 
fore it is,the law was delivered in fo dreadfull a manner with © 
thundering, and lightning,and earthquakes, and fire, fo that ie. 


made even Mofes himfelf to fhake and tremble at the man- 


ner of delivering it, andin Deut. 33.2. it is called a fiery law, - 
it came with mighty rigour: that is the feaventh. 
Eighthly, there is this rigour in the law too, that upon any: 
breach of itin the leaft-ching, it doth by the feverity of ‘it 
break the foule , fo that it doth utterly difinable it for ever _ 
erforming any obedience to it again : there is {uch hardnefs: 


in the covenant of the Law, the Law is like an Iron or Brazen 


wall, that upon any breach of it, the foule is but as an earthen 
veflell, that dafhes againft it, and is broken in pieces ; fo that 


there muft bea creating power to make it whole again : con- | 


fider J befeech-you,] fay, this is the condition of the Covenant: 
of workes which was made with usin Adam, which is now - 
the.covenant of the Law, that upon any one breach, by the 

feverity of it, ic breaks the foule, fo chat ic doth utterly difin-. 


able iz, forkeeping it again: ic roots outall the principles 


whereby the foule fhould be enabled to obey again = finnes .a-: 
gainit the Gofpel do not do f0,as you thall heare hereafter.And 
this isthe very ground, why upon the firft finne of Adam, > 
we were.all gone, and fo were the Angels upon their finne, be- 
caufe they had to deale with God onely in a covenant of . 
works, But ifupon the breach of the Law ,..we come to have 


all principles rooted. ouc. by, which we thould ‘keep it, after. 


ward,it will (we hope) pitty us, and not exact obedience from : 


". Therefore in the ninth place, notwithftanding this, the Law 


goes on in its curfe, and requires as perfe& obedience, and — 
that upon pain of eternal! death,to every thing of it, asif we. 
had al pe that might enablé: us to keep ict ftill : this is 
the fevéricy of the Law,.it doth not remit at alt of ‘the threac- 
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ftanding we have loft all power to obey it. -_ 

_ Yea further in che tenth place, it requires this of us, and 
ae usno ftrength at allco doe what it requires ; ic findes us 

ivefted of thofe prpespics that ‘once we had to yield obedi- 
ence, and it affords us no pew principles: therefore fome have 
compared the feverity of it to, Pharaobs Task-mafters; it re« 
quires the tale of Brick, but gives no ftrength at.all. 

_ Yet further in the eleventh place.. In all ic doth, ic ftrikes ae. 
our life ; the Law is fatishied wich no affliction; Iet it be tran{= 
ereft in the leaft degree,all the affliftions that can potibly be in 
this world,will noc fatis&e it: fuch is che feverity of ie CE fay) 
tha it ftrikes at life,and ac eternal]: life, it follows to purfue us’ 


to our blood,to temporal] and eternal] death:and here I-mighe ~ 


open the condemning fentence of the Law, but that would're~ 
quire a fubject by, it felfe,cherefore Lonly name what isin this 
head,that it ftrikes:at our lives,upon every tranfgreflion of it.. 

Again iwelfthly,. che fevericy: of it, is in‘this, that upon any- 
breach it doth prefently. binde over the foule (¢. though.it.doe 
not excecute ic Poe ‘): by the ftrongeft-bonds that poffible 
can be, to everlafting death ; it fufpends execution, but che 
bond is immediately fealed upon the breach of it: fo that all: 
men, upon every. breach of ic ,. have chains clapt upon their 
foules, which isthe guilt of fmne, whereby they ftand bound 
to eternal] death, by fuch: bonds as all created power in heaven. 
and earth isnot abletoloofe. - : 


Thirteenthly,Jn the next place,fuch is the feverity of the law, 
— that when itis once offended, it will never be made amends: 


again by any thing, we are able to doe. eee we have offen= 
ded the. Law in fome onething , and chat but once; if’ after. 


this,we fhould endeavour what we can for our lives,and {welter- 


our heart bloods to obey the Law, and think to make up the: 
breach we have made, yet: we can never make it amends again. 
Icis true,fome, though they be offended, yet by double dili~ 
gence may-be pleafed again : but-we muftnever think to doe: 
e with God; being under. the law, whsn-we lave‘once broken! 
it, we cannot witlr all our care and. diligence: be: able: to: 


eo. 


tag amends ; and shat ij.a-.great part of the feverity atthe 
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I, but what have we to doe, but to mourn and cry, and rent 
_ our hearts becaufe of this diftreffed condition we are in. 


Fourteenthly,Nay the Law accepts of tro repentance ; it will - 


not difcharge the guile of any one finne, for all the forrow in 
theworld. And here lieth a great miftake of people, when 
they have offended, they think they will be carefull to make 
amends; and they will mourn and repent,&c. It is true,if you 
be under the covenant of grace, this is fomething ; but if you 
be in your naturall condition , fhould you weep your hearts 


out, and fend ftreames of blood from your eyes, in mourning | 


but for any one finne; fuppofe that which thou counteft a little 
matter, afinnein thought, fhouldeft chou refolve to cry Sut 
and mourne for that one finne all thy life, ic will not beac- 
cepted, unleffe chou commeft under thebleffed liberty pur- 
chafed by Chrift: therefore know the difference of being under 
the Law.and under the Gofpel. : ; 


_ Fifteenthly, Yet further, {uch is the rigour of the Law, thac 


when it hath opened our wounds and miferies , it goes no fur- 


ther ; ic fhews us no means of deliverance like a Surgeon,that . 


. opensthe wound, bucapplies no remedy. Certainly were it 
not for a Mediator, we fhould finde the Law onely to-open our 
wound,and there leave us. " 
‘Sixteenthly, but yet again,fach is our bondage to the Law, 
that inftead of mortifying any of our finnes, ‘it rather firres: 
them up , and makes them more: itthreatneth indeed grie- 


vous things againft the tranfgreffors of it, but it’doth not- 
mortifie any finne; it doth ftir up luft, (though accidentally). 


and makes our fin out of meafure finfull.. 

_ - Sevencenthly, Yea there is one thing more, afcer all this : If 
we fhould keepe the Law, yet the promifes of it are but mean 
- and low in comparifon of the promifes of the Gofpel. doe 


not fay they are but temporal! , though before the Gofpell | 


was revealed, there was but little of Spirituall promifes , yet 
we know what the Apoftle ayes, 2-Timoth.1.10. That life and 
smmertality is brought to light through the Copel. And though I do 


not fay, there are none, yet there are very few Scriptures of the - 


Thus = 
é 
: 


| old Tchament that fpeak of eternall life. . 


95 


96 


The Saints Treafury. 7 | 
~ Thus you fee your bondage under the Law, and furely you 


will now think ic’a blefled condition, tobe freed from the 
‘Law. And ’cis one Argument that a foule is delivered froma 


the bondage of che Law,when it can heare all this,and yield to 


Gods jufticein it, and can have the heart raifed to God in ~ 


the hearing of it. Buc if the foule at che hearing of thefe things, 
think them fo hard and unreafonable,that ic is ready to rife at 
them, ic is a figne that the {piric is not acquainted with them; 
and although thefe things may feem hard untous, yet if we 
confider but three or foure particulars , they will not appeare 


. {o hard. 


_ #irft, doe but confider, you have to deale with a God of in- 
finite juftice and worth ; indeed did we look upon God,as we 
look upon a creature like our felves,we fhould think it mighty 
hard: but now, when we have to deale with a God of infinite 
worth,we fhould not think it hard. es | 


_ Secondly’, we fhall not think it hard, if we confider that’ 
fase of perfe&ion wherein God made man at firft ; however it 


is wich us now , yet.God did at firft give us a ftock to trade in 
the way of obedience, and to enableusto doe what the law 
required. aa os 3 

And then Thirdly , if youdid but underftand aright what 
fin is, then you would not-think it hard, that upon that fin,we 
{hould be given up to fuch a woful condition wefpeak of: if 


_ you look upon fin as that which ftrikes at an infinite deity , at - 


the very being of God himfelf, as much as inuslyeth, then 


| a eee wonder that one fin fhould bring us ‘intofucha_ 
har | | 


condition,” Se ae 
Fourthly, if we.confider thofe things that we all take for 


granted that yet areashard as thefe, and doe but lay them © 


with them, and they will not feem fohard. As that God for 


- one thought, fhould caft che Angels into eternal torments; and 


not fo much as parly with them about any termes of peace: 


and that God for one fin in Adam, fhould condemneall man- | 
kinde, -you all grant this in the general ; yea further that God — 


- the Father fhould.deal fo with his own Son, the Son of his 


Jove, asco make hima curfe for man; and fhould lay the. 


weight 


j 


‘ ee 
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_ weight of his wrath upon him, fo as to make him {weae drops 
ofbloud, and tocry out, My God, my God, why.baft thou forfaken 
me ? if you had never heard of fuch a thing, this would feem 
as hard as any thing wehave {poken of. 
Now before we come to {peak of the other, let chat which 
hath been faid teach us, that fucely then , all men in their na- 
tural condition are in ahard cafe: .as the Ifraelites whenthe | 
bondage they were in under Pharoah encreafed upon them, ' 
the Texg fayes, they faw themfelves in an evil. cafe. O that. 
upon the hearing of thefe things, ycu would learneto fee what 
- you are out of Chrift: that you would fee your felvesin an 
_evil cafe, in a fad and dangerous condition. . a ar oe 
. Secondly, if this be the cafe that every foul naturally is 
under {uch a bondage to the law: then the faving dfa foul 
-isagreac anda mighty work ; yea fuchawork, that God 
. muft make heaven and earth to move to fave a foul; and to 
- deliver it from the bondage of fin: the reafon why people doe. 
fo flight this great work of falvation and-mediation by Chrift 
is, becaufe they know not their bondage. Vnderftand but this. - 
bondage aright , whatic is.tobe under the law ‘(I have not. 
told you all this while of the condemnation of the law or the 
_ curfe ofthe law; I have onely fet out to you the bondage of. 
_ the rigour of the law) and by this you will fee it is’a great 
work tofaveafoul - 9= |. Seg a, 
_ Thirdly; you may fee by this,how that vaine plea of carnal 
_ hearts comes to nothing ; what will. you truft now to your. 
good meanings, good defires, and good intentions? and you | 
will mourne and grieve, becaufe you areno better 3; andyou - 
_ . will doe what you can for God : tis true, thefe are good things 
: - but are thefe the things you reftin for ftanding before God ? if 
. they be, certainly you know not the termes. you ftand:in to. 
God, nor what yourbondageis.5 - © © .:) -° > 
- Fourthly,if God reveales himfelf to a man only by the law, - 
ig is impoflib]e but the foul of thar man mofk flye. off from-hian: 
and look upon God and his law as enemies to him.,.unleffe it, 
were revealed together with the Gofpel.:. Which is thatlana 
. now eotell youof, even that ery we have py: the. Colpsl. ~ 
oe : | i heres 


on, en, ey 
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¢ Therefore then for the liberty of the Gofpel, it is a precious 
liberty, wherein the treafury of the myftery of grace is laidup: 
i¢ is the onely ground of fupport to our fouls ; and Saint Paut 
that was the great inftrument of God in opening the doétrine 
of the liberty of che Gofpel , fets icdown in all his Epiftles ; 
and in many places elegantly: and in one Texe wherein is 
- fome difficulty, In Ge. 4. from verfe 21, and fo forward , Tell 
thy ye that defire to be under the law, doe ye not beare the law ? for 
’ it is written, that Abvrabam had two fons, the one by a bond-maid, 
the other by a free woman: but be who was of the bond-woman, was 
' borne after the flefo , but be of the free-woman, was by promife: 
which things ave an allegory ; for thefe ave the two covenants, the.one 
from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage which is Agar ; 
for this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and anfwereth to Jerufam. 
lem which now is, and is in bondace with ber children: but Jerufaq 
lem which is above, is free, which is the mother ofus all: for it is 
writter, rejoyce thou barren that beareft not, breake forth and cry 
thou that. travelleft nots forthe defol:te bath many more children, 
theashe which bath an busband. The Text feemes atthe rea- 
ding of it, to be fomewhat obfcure; and yet doth moftexcel- — 
lently fet ont this do&rine] am now upon, of bondage under 
the law, and liberty under the Gofpel : the allegory, you fee, © 
is from thetwo-fons; Abrabam. had one Son by a bond-maid, 
another by a free woman ; It is an allezory y: fayes the Apoftle, . 
ahd'it fignifies'tthe two covenants; the covenant of workesy, — 


and the covenant of prace: the covenant of workes, that was 
: 2 
- 


from mount Sinai; there was the law revealed, which is Agaty, | *: 
for this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia. Yremember Luther fayess a - 
“that Azar in the Arabian tongue is as'much as mount Sine, 
they callir fo-in the Arabian congue: and fo the Apoftleal~ 
Judes to-ic; therefore the law thatis of Azer, that tends onely: 
tobondage. Azars pofterity were Gentiles’, and in bondage, | 
and.were rot to have the priviledge of the Sons of the free wo 
than':' the: efore all thofe that have co’ deal ‘wich God in the 
govenant ofworkes,: are bond-men: 5 and are not to have rhe 
priviledge of the children of the free woman, of the children 
ef God, Well; Tbis-Agar is- mount Simnt'tn Arabia,.and eee 
ad : ss 7 J 7 7e ay 


( 


——-veth-to Ferufalém, which now is, audis in bondage with ber chil- 

dron, he fets ouc the eftace of the Church of the Fewes, the Fea 
‘rufalem that now is,to be an eftate of bondage , in comparifon 
of che Church of the Gofpel ;_ becaufe they had fo little know-=. 


| knew Jittle elfe but rhe law. saat hide sci which is above, . 
that is the ftate of the Church under the new Teftament, 


{ 


 4was the day of che publike humiliation o 
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ledge of che Gofpel , but were in bondage'unco the law, and 


is above, in regard of the.Gofpel, which is: free, and is the 
mother of.us all: the Church of Ged under the Gofpel is 


the Fernfalem which is above ; but now it is written, rejoyce thon 


barren that beareft not , break forth. and cry thou that travellef 


nets forthe defolate bath many more children then foe which bath. 


an busband. That is, thofe that acknowledge the doétrine 


‘of the liberty of che Gofpel, at firft are but as defolate, as the 


barren woman, before it be revealed ; as Serah was barren for 


- awhile, but afterward (he hada childe: fo the do@rine of the 


liberty-of the Gofpel, is but as a barren thing fora while, tll 


people are acquainted wich it ;.and we that are Minifters of the 


1, it isour worke to beget children to Chrift, If we 
fhonld be legall and preach onely the law,.we fhould beget 
children to bondage, to Ager, but this is our chiefe work, to 
beget children to the free woman ; to beget children to the 
free grace of God in Chrift. And O that I ‘could beget one 
childe to this free woman! I cannot think,but that there may 
be many here that are children of Ager, that it may be have 
had terrours, and feares in their con{ciences ; and -yet are but 
children of the bond-woman ftill : Now it is the Gofpell that 

roclaimes the Trumpet of Jubile to thofe that are under 
ondage; therefore it is obfervable what time the Trumpet of 
the Jubile was to be blown, Lev#!. 29.9. Then thalt thou caufe 
the Trumpet of the Fubile to found, on the tenth day of the feventh 


moneth, in the day of atonement fhall ye make the Trumpet found. . 


throughout all your land. What was this wee of atonement? it 

7 all thé people for 
their fins : the day of fafting and prayer appointed by God to 
affi& their fouls,is called a day of atonement, and the Tram-~ 
pet to proclaime the Jubile neat be: blown upon, that -very 
‘ ; ; ; ae : 2 2 ‘ 


day 
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day , wherein the pedple had been affliding their fouls for 


their fins : therefore now , ifthere be any foul that hath been 
humbled before the Lord and hath beeri affli&ted for fin; be- 


hold this isthe work that is now to be done, to blow the 


Trumpet of Fubile to fuch a foul, and to proclaime liberty in 
the name of Chrift unto you, and as the Plalmift {ayes , Pfalm, . 
89.15. Bleffed is the people that know the joyfull found. It is tran- 
flated by fome, they are bleffed that know the joyful 
found of the Jubile. Now this Jubile having referencetoour —_- 
Jubile by Chrift, bleffed are they that heare this joyful found 
that we have herein the Gofpel. - 
Now the firft thing of this joyful found of the Jubile, and 


~ Fiberty we have proclaimed by Chrift from the law, is this, 


thou fhalt not be caft for thy eternal eftateby the law; the law 
may terrifie thee, but it fhall not caft chee ; indeed it muft caft _ 
the children that are in bondage toit,for their eternal eftace; 
but if thou beeft a believer in Chrift ,,if thou art a childe of the 
free woman,this is thy liberty , I fay,thou fhalt not be caft for 


' thy eternal eftate by the law, wedoe not love to have any bu- 


finefle of great concernment to be caft by thofe that are rigid 


~ . and fevere, be of good comfort O believer,thou haft heard of 


much feverity in the law: but the great bufinefle concerning 
thy foul and eternal eftate,is above the law ; Fe hath nothing. 


_ todoe with thee; chou heareft many times dreadful threats of 


the law; and thefe threats it may be doe often terrifie thee,and 
thou art ready to fay, who can ftand before thisholy God ? 


- but peace be to thee thou believing foul, fcr thou art fet ac - 


liberty from the law by Chrift; and this is ‘the firft joyful - 


~ found. 


The fecond joyful found of liberty thou hatft by the Got _ 
el, isthis, thy law-giver is no cther then he chat is thine hus- 
band, thou haft to deal with no other now, in the matters of © 


thy foul but with him that is thy, husbapdand thy advocate 


by whom all is ruled,. obs 1.2.1. If we fi we bave an advotate — 
with the Father:axz advocate, that is, thou haft todeal now with 


. Chrift chy law-giver » whoupon every tranfgreflion,prefently 


As thy advocate with the Father, who ftands up toplead a | 
ee = a oo thee” 


. £ . 


: ~- 
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thee, and-to anfwer all accufations ars thee; Ifay, he chae 
undertakes for thee, and engageth all the intereft he hath in 
his Father , forthee, thou haft to deal with him, for thy — 

- law-giver , about thy fouland eternal eftate; and thisis the © 
fecond joyful found thou haft of the Trumpet of the Ju- - 
_ bile of the Gofpel, of the liberty thou haft by Chrift. 
- Thirdly , being delivered from the bondage of the law, — 
this ts now. thy liberty , that thou arc made a law to thy 
felf. I meane thus: there is nothing now required of thee 
but it is written in thy own heart: God writes his law in 
 thetablesof ftone: and. all that is required. of thee in o- 
bedience to it, is written in thy heart : fo that thou doeft 
not now fo much yeild obedience to the law; becaufe ofthe 
condemning power of it , and punifhment due unto it, as 
— from a principle of love to ic : For we muft know, that 
_ ss weare not fet freeby Chriftfrom obedience to the law, we | 
bo are bound to obey the law ftill; but hereis the difference,. 
we are not fervile to the law, we keep ic freely : thou 
.  keepeft the lawnow, by being a law to thy felf, and ha- — 
ving all that God requires of. thee in his law written in. 
thy heart, by the law of fanéity that he hath given thee ; 
that is the third joyful found. | eae 
- The fourth joyful found, is this; by the liberty thgu 
haft now by Chrift, this is thy condition, that whatever 
- thou doeft, though there be never fo many imperfe&ions 
‘init, yet if God can {py out but the leaft good thing ir 
thee, he will take notice of that, and caft away all the _ 
_ evil: if God fees but any: thing of his own {pirit in thee, 
he will be fure to take notice of that. If there be but one 
duftof Gold, though ie be. mixe with abundance of droffe, 
God will not. loofe it, but ‘will finde ic out : God he is ~ 
not ftri& to mark what is doneamiffe by his children; bute | 
he js ftri&t to marke what is done well by them. Indeed © 
the law tells.us, nay a moral man will tell us, that 
to make an aétion good, all circumftances muft concurre : 
but che liberty of the Gofpel tells us, that where there. is 
-any good , any grace in an action, God obfervesand takes 
eae, : | 7 3s notice 


ta 


notice of it. To give but one inftance for this, and itis 
an excellent one for this purpofe, Peter 1.3.6. the Apoftle 
-propounds Serab as a patterne for good women, Evex as 
Sarah obeyed Abrabam., calling bim Lord. Shee never calls him 
Lord; but then when fhee did it unbelievingly , and yet 
God takes notice of that word, and never mentions her un- 
belicfe. Not Sereb was a free woman,and this is the pracie 
ous dealing of God with the free woman; and if chou-beeft 
a child of the free woman, this is thy priviledge,that God wil 
take notice of every good action thou doeft. Ifet. 42.3.4 bruifed 
veed fhallte not break, and the {moaking flax fhak be not quench, 
The word fignifies as foon as eyer the flax begins to be black, 
God will not reje& it :, fo that if there be but the leaftdegree 
of good, itis accepted. And that is che fourth joyful found by 
the Gofpel. _ sO 
The fifth joyfnl found, is this, fuppofe thou canf not doe 
any thing, yet ifthere be but a will, a defire in thee , God acs 
ts that will for the deed. Many carnal hearts pleafe them- 
felves with this, but this is the cafe of thofe that are fet at li- 
berty by Chrift : foot thou canftnot pray; I but. prefenc 
thy felf beforeGod, as the Apoftle {peakes , and that fhall-be 
accepted of God; and know if there be any excufe to be made 
for thee, Chriit will finde it out, and make it before God for 
thee; that is che fifth joyful found. -_ 
The fixt ching wherein the liberty'wehave by Chrift con- 
fifts,is, chat though the Gofpel call tor obedience, yet itdorh 
- itin fuch afweet and loving way that it would make any — 
heart in the world in love with it, it drawes by the cords of 
love. 2.Cer.5.20. Now then we are ambaffadors fir Chrift, as 
though God did befeech you by us: we pray you in Chrift flead, be ye 
reconciled to Gods and Philip.2.1. If there be therefore any confo= 
lation in Chrift, if any comfort of love , if any fellowfhip of the {pirit, 
if any bowels and mercies, fulfill ye my joy, oc. TheGofpel comes 
not as the Jaw upon mount Sinai, with thunder dnd lightning, 
and darkneffe, but it comes in a milde and gentle way, and 
by that allures and draws the foul unto it felf ; and that is the - 
fixt joyful found. | ee Orey Th 
: a . ra 
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. The feventh joyful found of the Gofpel is, that the Gof= 
pel and liberty of iccomes , as gently , fo with abundance of | 
ife and ftrength , together with it: itcomes as the fpirit is, 


and where the fpirit is,there is power 5 asthe Apoftle tpeakes, 
I remember Luther hath this note upon Rom. 8. fayes he, the 
law is a fpiritual law, becaufe it is the law of God’; but it 
is not the law of the fpiric of life: tis the Iaw of the Gefpek 
that brings the fpiric of power and life along with it; there 
aoe a vertue together with the commands of the Gofpel to 

rengthen the foul to obedience: And the Gofpel gives 


grace and ftrength beyond what Adam had, two wayes: 


the grace that Adam had was onely a power to doe, but_ 
there was not. the will and the deed. given: -bue the grace _ 


of the Gofpel, it gives both the power, and the will, and 

the deed. | i. 3 2 
The eight joyful found of the Gofpel, is that tender 

pity and compaffion that is in God to thofe thatare made 


ce by it. This is che difference between the fins of thofe | 


that are under the law, and thofe under the Gofpel: the. 


fins of thofe under the law makes chem hated by God: 


buc the fins of thofe that are under the Gofpel, makes 


them pityed by God. : 3 
~  _ ‘Theninth joyful found is this:the Gofpel, hath a mighty ef- 
f theheart, and'to refolve it into farrow and’ 
mourning, & {uch mourning,that is one of the moft acceptable. 


‘ficacy co me 


, things to God in the world; the law,, Ftold you, accepts noe 


of repentance: I, but the Gofpel doth ;- the teares of repen= 


tance thac.come from believers, next to the blood of Jefus : 


Chrift, are the moft precious thingsin the world. I {ayy next: 
_to the drops of the blood of Chrift, the drops of thy teares, 
coming from Evarigelical repentance , aremoft acceptable un-’ 


to God: That is the ninth joyful found: ee 
Tenthly, another is this; the Gofpel it comes with hea- 


ling : as ic hatha melting power, {o it hatha healing power. 

Chrift is defcribed to come with healingin. his wings: water ™ 
‘makes che limeburne the mort, but oyfe which provokes d=" 

ther things to burne quenchts thac: foie is widr the oyle of 


the 


104 


ty hath undertaken jt y and hath done it, 


The Saints Treafury. 


the Gofpel , Chrift was annointedfor this purpofe, to heal 
thee, and to quench thy luft and corruptions, In Ifai. 57.18. 
wehave an excellent promife, verf.17. He went on frowarcly 
in the way of bis beart, marke what followes , I bave feex bis 
wayes, andl willbeal him. y 

The eleventh joyful foundis, that now being fet at liber- 
ty by Chrift, though thou doeft fin not onely againft the 
law, but againft the Gofpel, thy fins againft the Gofpel thall 
not have power to root out any habits of grace. buc ftill the 
grace of the. Gofpel will uphold the habits of grace in thy 
foul. Icis otherwife with the law, for one offence againit 
the law doth not onely root out the habit thatis contrary to” 
that offence, butall other habits alfo: buc the grace of the 
Gofpel is fuch that the habits of grace within us are not. 
totched. | 

The ewelfth joyful found is this: the Gofpel is fo full of 
grace that ic takes advantage of our mifery ; this isa good. 


argument of the tenour of the Gofpel , Pardon my fin O Lord, a 


for itis great; ftrange argument of a childe of the bond-. 
woman; buta good argument of a childe of the free-woman 3 
and tis Gods argument, Gen.8.21. I will not deftroy the 
world againe, for the imaginatiorfof mans heart is evil from. 
hisyouth.. . ao oe ee Be | 

_’.Thirteenthly , Another joyful found of the Gofpel is this . 
the Gofpel proclaimes this liberty tous, that all chat is re-" 


quired of us may be done, and accepted, by andfromanothery 


namely Chrift. a8 ros 
Fourteenthly, Further the grace of the Gofpel fhewes a 
way wherein God fhall have all the wrong made him up,that- 


ever thy fins did him: for fuppofe the Gofpel had proclai-. - 


med that God were willing to pardon’, this were not e-. 
nough , as long as God ftood wronged : but now the 
Gofpel-doth not ionely proclaime to thee, that God is’ 
content to forgive thee all thy fins, but it tells thte of a. 
way how God fhall have all the wrong made up that e-, 
ver thou haft done him: and this Son that fets thee ag liber- 


, < . 
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| : Fifceenthly, And then another joyful found of the Gof. 


pel is.this,. That there isa moft abfolute perfe& righteouf- 
nefle made over to us; the righteoufneffe of the Son of 
God is thine, made over to thee, to be prefented’ before 
the Father for thee. | os 
Sixceenthly, yet further : there is this joyful found of 
the Gofpel.: It proclaimes admirable promifes, glorious 


and high things ; even che infinite Treafures of Gods | 
grace: the Son is. come from the bofome of the Fa- — 


ther, and hath opened the treafures of the grace of 


“- God, and hath difcovered thofe things that were kept 


— fecret from the foundations of the world. 
Seventeenthly , And yet there is one thing more, 
that is neceffary for the full confolation of the li- 


berty of the Gofpel, and this blefled Jubile, thac. 


it may make a Jubile indeed in thy heart ; and that 
qs this: thac fuch is the covenant of. the Gofpel, 


and Chrift hath fo undertaken for thee, that it ll - 


never be forfeited : this is the full, rich, and glorious 


Shas of the Gofpel, that now Chrift hath underta~— 


en, and engaged himfelf to the Father ; and the Fa- 
ther hath promifed, and hath engaged his own truth; 
and mercy, and faithfulneffe, that this covenant - fhall 
‘never be forfeited : yea ‘the very condition of the co- 
venant that is required of thee, is that which Chrift 
hath undertaken to the Father to performe in thee. 
‘Jf perfeverance be a fpiritual blefling, it is part of 
the purchafe’ of Chrift, and muft ftand : and there- 
fore peace be to thee, thou art in fuch a condition 
as thou canft not forfeic and bredke the covenant : the 


marriage covenant between thee and thy Saviour can — 


never be diffolved. — : 

I fhould now have fhewn you a little more the 
bleffedneffe of this liberty, that all this grace comes 
in and by the Son ; not from the bounty of God in 
general, but in a higher way, by the Son of God we 
come to be fet at liberty, by mane made one with 

oe . him 
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him who is God and man, the heire of all things, 


~ and fo are made co-heires with him. But I muft here 


breake off 


_ This Sermon was preacbt April 21.1641. 
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Met rritte criss tis site: 


HEBR. G+ V-27. the latter end of the Verfe. 
But after this the judgement. 
He fcope of the Holy Ghoftin this Epiftle, is to prove: 
\ (the excellency of Chrift : that he is the Mefliah 
, that was to come into the world; and that alk che 
types and fhadowes of the law pointed at him: And a fpecial 
part of the Epiftle is to fhew the excellency of the Priefthood | 
of Chrift,by preferring ic above the Priefthood of Aero : and 
amorigft other regards, in this,that thefe Priefts did offerup 
_ facrifices often, but Chrift offered himfelf but once ; and this 
once offering of himfelf was available for ever, and needed 
no further offering. And this the Holy Ghoft doth illuftrate, 
by comparing the efficacy of Chrifts fufferings, with the effica« 
¢y of what a man doth here in this world: that as the a&tions 
_ ofmen herein this world , whatever they are, whether good 
or evil, are available for ever; what a man doth in this life, 
accordingly, when he dyes he comes to be ftated eternally : fo 
the death of Chrift itis available for ever. It is appointed fot 
wten once to dye, and then comes judgement. . ae 
_ © By judgement here Idoe not think the Holy Ghoftintends | 
efpecially che judgement of the great day, ( though it be true, 
_ that afcer'death the judgement of the great day will follow, 
and all men muft come tojudgement ; but I. fhal] not ‘fpeak 
ene word of the jadgement of that day.:) But thereis another 
judgement that I conceive is the intent of the Holy -Ghoft here; 
and that is the particular judgement that paffeth upon every 
foul immediately after death; which is the ftateing of che 
. a P 2 
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foulin the eternal condition of it, either of happineffe or | 
mifery. _ a 2h Nis ee 

. While men live here;their condition is not ftated by any ac&t 
of God (though in regard of his eternal daa it is the fame 
for ever ) even the Saints themfelves. would be here in much 
hazzard and danger about their everlafting eftate (in regard of 
themfelves,and what they have a&tually beftowed upon them ) 
were it not that the grace of God is above them ; the people of 
God in this life,are not without many feares and doubts about .. 
their everlafting condition ; and what would many poor chil- 


‘ dren of God give.to be delivered from their feares, and doubts 
which area grievous burthen to them , that they might never 


have feare or doubt more about their eternal eftates ? Well, if 
thou becit godly, in a litele time it will be fo with thee : this 
Is the eel that death will bring unto thee, that after death 
ie ement will come to thee iar is, thou fhaltbe fo actual- | 
ly ftated in thy everlafting condition, as to be beyond all: 
hazard about it; thou fhalt be beyond all feares, and doubts 
and temptations; thou fhale never feare more, never doube | 
more, never be tempted more, never more lofe any ‘of the | 
good that thou art poffeffed ofthis is che judgement that comes 
tothe Saints afterdeathe  — Sg 7 
And on the other fide. wicked men here in this world are: 
not without their hopes and‘confidences that all {hall be well 
with them : but after death comes judgement to them: -that 


~ is Cas we haveit Proverks 11, 7.:) :when a wicked man dieth, | 


his hope perifheth, he is ftatedin fuch a condition as he is: 
never like to have hope of good more; heis  paftall hope andi 
offibilicy of ever receiving further mercy from God : and this 
is the meaning of the Text on both hands, that efter death 
comes Judgement. Whatfoever mens conditions are here int 
this world, thougli the Saints have many fears & doubts about 
their, eftates, yet I fay immediately after death,they fhall be fo: . 
ftated and aGtually poffeffed of ‘happineffe;that they fhall never 
, A ed men in this world have 


many hopes and confidences, and bleffe themfelves in ‘their 
“Ways yet immediately after death all fhall vapifh, for.chen: 


judg- 
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ea gry thal) come. Fob hath this expreffion Fob. 8.14; The 


ope of the hypocrite is as the {piders webs he {pins out of his own | 


{pirit_a cunning web, but che befome of death at once dafheth 


_itallaway , for immediately after death he comes to judge- 


ment. . | : | | - 
_ This then is the doérinal conclufion we are to handl 
out of thefe words thus opened unto you, | 


: 4 


_ ‘That the onely time that men bave to provide fr their eternall 


 conditionyis the time of this life: ifit be not done bere, there is no. 


ne afterward; for after death comes judgement. : , 
fhall defire to handle this point’ fo farre as it may be a 
ground to work upon your hearts,and to ftirre you up in the 
time of your lives td make all fure between God and your 
fouls; for after death comes judgement. . 3 ee 
_ This point chat I am now to treat about, it is one of the 


moftferious points that concerns the children of men:and ufu- 


ally one of the firft things that che Lord fetrles ss the hearts 
and con{ciences.of thofe whom he converts to himfelf.: For 
aman going on in wayes of fin and death, to bethink him~ 
{elf, Lord where am I? whatam I doing ?: what is like to be- 
come ofme? wherefore was I borne? wherefore came I inta 
the world? what havel to doe here? Then God anfwers, that 


which thou haftto.doehere, and art fent into the world for; 


is.to make provifion for etefnity s tis about this great bufineffe; 
to make up all between God and thy foul, and look thou 
beeft careful in ic: for though thy life be fhore and uncertaine, 
yet this great bufineffe doth depend upon this fhort and uncer-- 
taine time of thy life; and if it beneglected in this litcle {pace 
of time I give unto thee, chou art loftand.undone for ever 
for prefently. after death comes judgement ; and. you ‘fhall be- 
then ftated fo as there can beno alteration. It is the dbfer- 


vation of the School-men , that what did befal to the Angels: . 


that finned, that in death befalls unto wicked men; that is, as- 
the Angels upon the firft.a& of, fin,: were prefently ftated in an: 


irrecoverable condition 5. fo, wicked men. when they dye are: 


flated in an irrecoverablecondition. Itis true while we live: | 


— inthis world, though we ‘are finful, yet ourcondition is to be: 


looke. 
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lookt npon as better then the condition of the fallen Angels ; 


there is not here fuch an adwuall Rating of as : bat ‘when once 
death comes, a wicked man is then in the fame condition with | 


the devils themfelves: that is, his condition is then fo ftated 
and made as certane and fure, and as irrecoverable as'any of 
the Angels that finned. While we preach to men, though never 
fo wicked, and ungodly , becaufe an actual judgement ({uctr 


as the Texe fpeakes of) is not paft upon them , we are to offer 


race and mercy co them in Chrift ; but if this offer be neg- 
Tetted for a while; if the twine thread., the fingle thread of 
thy life be once cut, then thon art gone for ever, For after death 
comesjudgement. =. ee | 
_. Inche meditation of this point,me thinks I-carinot but look 


faying, poor creatures they have finned againft me, and have 


made themfelves liable to eternal wrath, which they under= _ | 


ftand not , which they are not able to beare; well’; a'lictle 


time] will grant unto them, ‘to fue out their pardon, and ta 


eorne in and make up theirpeace with me: and I will give 


them meanes for that end: but let them look tothemfelvess _ 


, 


for according to. the improvement of the time that I. now give 
them, fo thai it be with them to all eternity : if they neglect 
it, they are gone for ever; mercy then fhall doe them no good : 
fo that the cenour.upen which we all hold our lives, it is no 
other then as a malefaf&tor condemned to- dye, who hath 
granted tohim through the favour of the Prince, a little time 


of reprieval, and fome intimation withal given of a pofibi- 


ity in that cime to fue outhis pardon; and accordipg as he 
fpends that time,: fo ic fhall be with him for life or ‘death. 


Thus } fay we all hold our lives, we are all condemned be- | 
forethe Lord: onely. God hath out of his infinite grace pro~ 


vided a way and meanes of falvation for the children of men, 
and gives usa lietle time Gwe know. not iow long.whether. 
two or three dayes, bat as long as we live) to look about 


us , to provideforthe making: of our peace with him; and 


if that be negle&ed., all is gone y- and we are undone for ever : 
~~ | ‘ed by S great 


- upon God,as beholding all. the children of men,in their faller . 
loft finful and miferable eftace with pity and compaffion, ‘ 


( 


oT sere ee 


_ be ftated in its eternal condition. ‘There are twelve boures in 
—— | is th 


~ 


__ The Saints Treafury. 


Wr 


‘great things then doe depend upon this uncertaine fall. | 


tinie of our lives. Itis reported of Alexander, that when he 
went againft any City , he did ufeto fet up alampe burning, 


_and would make proclamation, that whofoever came in while 


this lampe was burning, fhould finde favour and have his 
life; but whofoever ftaid till this lampe was out, he was but 
a dead man, and muft expec& no mercy § brethren know 
that God hath fec up alampe,, and our life is this lampe ; and 


| God proclames , Whofoever comes in while this lampe !s 


burning, fhall finde mercy ; but if you ftay cill the lampe be 


out, there is nothing but eterhal mifery to be expefted. Now | 


this lampe of your lives may not-onely goe-out upori thecon- | 


Solomon was preparing the Temple, he made all things fo 
ready beforehand, that there was no noife of axe or hammer 
heard:there: Whofoever God intendeth fora living ftonein 


the glorious Temple of Heaven, he {quares and fits them. 


here ; there is nonoyfe of repentance and forrow for fin after 


this life ; what is to be done, mutt be done here ; nothing will. 


docithereafter. Whatfeever thon baft to doe 5 doe it-with al thy 


might ; for thereisno work, nor device , nos knowledge 5 nor wif- 


dome intbe grave whother thou goeft.' Eéclef.9:10. and Chapter 
ar. verf. 3. Ln the place where the tree falleth there it lyeth. 
Which way thou falleft when thou dyéft , that way thou fhalt 


lie eternally: if Godward, then God is thine for ever: if 
finward , then mifery and deftruction isthine for ever. Ecclef. 


12,7. Then (ball the duft vetarne tothe earth as it was, and the 
fpirit thall retnrne unto God who gave it. The fouls of wicked 
men doe returne to God that gave them, as well as the fouls 
of the godly ; thatis, they doe prefently returne to God to 
receive the fentence of their eternal doome from him, and 
to be ftated in cheir everlafting condition ; there is a mighty 
changé in the foul , immediately after itis departed from the 
body ,- and is brought to ftand before the glorious God, to 


e 


_ famption of the oyle, but ic may be pnt.out by accidental — 
meanes; and if this lampe be once out, and your work not 
* done, you are loftforever. Weread1 Kings 6.7. taat when 
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the day (fayes Chrift) wherein'a man may: worke , but the night 
_comes when no man can works Jobn 9.4. The time of this life is 
thy working cime: I, but the nightis coming , and then no 


man can work. Revel.6.8. AndI looked, and bebold a pale 


borfe., and bis name that fat on bim was death, and hell followed 
bim., Hell immediately followes death, where death furpri- 
-zethany in their natural Condition , that have not fnith | 
the work: of making their Peace with God. 2Cor.5.10. We 


ed 


muft all appeare before the judgement feat of Chrift , to receive ac- 


cording to what we have done inthe flejh, whether it be good or bad. 
Ic is not a-ccrding to what we doe afterwards , but according 
towhat we have done here in the flefh, fo it muft be with us 


fc rever.. There can beno repenting , no believing after this 
life; body and foul being parted,.. che whole man is not capa- 
ble of a work of God upon ‘it. | 3 
And befides, immediately after death, God takes all meanes 
away : you fhall never heare Sermon more, never have admo- 
nition more, never have good connfel more , never have any 
working of Gods fpirit more, to draw your foules to Chrift. 
Andnot onely fo, but God then withdrawes himfelf fo 
fully,in regard of all che common workes of his fpirit, that 
there is.a kinde of flating che foul in fin ( which yet cannot fo 
properly in regard of God be faid to be fin as evil,;) fo thatie 
fha]] be impoffibleforehee to doe any thing but fin; as the 
Saints though while they live here, they have many lufts and 


corruptions in them, yet immediately after death their fouls | 


are fo fully poffeffed of the fpiric, that then they cannot fin: 
fo on the contrary, though wicked men while they live here 
have divers common gifts of Gods {pirit , and many reftraints 


( 


upon them ; yet immediately after death, they are fo fully ° 
 feparated from God,and God fo fully withdraws himfelf from 


them, that it isimpoffible for them ‘ta doe any. thing elfe _ 
but fin and rebell againft God, and blafpbheme him to his face, 


There was in Adam in innocency a poffibility: notto have fin- 


_ ned; thereisin us, while we live in this world, an itmpoffi- 


bility but that we fhould fin 5 but .in the world cocome there 
isin the Saints an impoflibilicy that ever they fhould fin,: Saute 
Pee : ook 


~ * conclude. 
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. look how the upon is on the one hand with the Saints,. 
fois the impofibility dire&ly contrary on the other hand 


with the wicked : therefore the wicked muft needs be ftated in- 


_an everlafting evil condition. ‘There is no more poflbility. 
~ for the damned foulsin hell ever to doe any thing but to 
blafpheme God , then thereisa poffibility for: the Saints im 
heaven ever to fin againft God. a | 


. And yetfurther, at the great day Chrift gives up the king- 


dome to the Father , and then there will be another manner of 
_ adminiftration then before; Chrift will not then be exercifed. 


in the~wark of his: mediatorfhip, to mediate any further for 


thofe for whom he did not mediate in this life. And prefently 
after the feparation of the foul from the body'y the fpirit of 
God wholly departes from the foul, and the wrath.of God 
is let out fo fully into it, that ic breaks thefoul, and fillsup 
every faculty of ic: fothatic is impoffible in regard of the 
ftrong,. current of divine wrath that carries :the foul along 
with it, that ever it fhould be exercifed to all eternity any one 
momentin apy thing but onely in bearing of torment , and 
divine wrath. As the Saints fhall be filled up with the pre- 
fence of God, and carried on with ftich a. ftrong current of 
divine mercy , that it fhall be impoffible that their fouls fhould 
ever to all eternity be exercifed in any other thing but’ in the 
enjoyment of God, and living co his praife : fo. .on’ ghe. quite 
contrary is ic with the wicked : therefore after death there 
isa ftating.of both. J will enlarge my felf no further. in the 
opening of this point,but come prefently to apply it, for this 
_ point is applicatory rather then doctrinal , and I thall content 
_ my felf with three or. fgure branches of application and fo 
'. Inthe firft place, hence we may fee what caufe wé have to 
bleffe God for the continuance of our lives, efpecially any 
that are here this day ; that have not throughly made their 
peace with God, that.are not upon certaine and infallible 
termes in this great bufineffe of providing for their eternal 
eftates.. If there remaines but any doubtin thy heart concer’ 
ning thy eternal condition , and if the feares of eternity bave 
7 Oo 7 y been 
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been upon thy {pirie,thou wilt from this point, that hath been | 

thus briefly {poken to, fee caufe to bleffe God with thy face up 
on the ground, adoring the riches of his grace that thou art 
alive this day ? why, becaufe thy life it is che time of making 
up thy peace wich God; ic is rhe time of providing for chy eter- 
nal condition : if thy life be at ‘an end,and this work not done, 
then all is gone, then judgement comes, and thou wilt be 
infallibly and unalcerably ftated in a loft andundone condi- 
tion. O therefore its well that thou artalive this day; ifa 
mnan havea great bufineffe to doe that concernes his whole 
eftate, or life, and it muft be done in a very little time, O 
what a favour would he count it, to have his time lengthned 
out, though but a little, becaufe his bufineffe is of great 


| laa Bry and he thinkes with himfelf, if I mifcarry in‘ic, F 
am 


oftand undone for ever: fo all thofe that have ever had 
ferious apprehenftons of the infinice confequence of what de~ 
nds upon their lives here, they cannot but fit downe and 
Bleffe God for lengthening out their lives; for the time-of this 
life is a happy time, itis a day of grate, a day of falvation. 
O how happy woald thofe poor creatures, upon whont this 
judgement is paft,. thac are ftated in their eternal condition, . 
think themfelves if chey might have but one day wherein ic 
‘might be faid, there is a poffibilicy for them to niake provie 
fron for themfelves concerning their eternal eftate | As they 


were not long ia 2 fo art thou now :.and therefore. know 


how to prize thy life. Orhe lives of men and women, ( efpes 
cially fuch as have not yet done that great work) are‘wortha | 
thoufand thoufand worlds. Iremenmaber I have heard of 2 
fpeech of a great Gentheman,who being very fick , and Phyfi- -_ 
tians telling him that there was no way for him bue deaths 


- O,fayes he,thac I might live, though it were butas a Toad! 


and indeed what man or woman is there that hath not got a ‘ . 
thorough and Scripture-affurance of this great work that their 


Fete is made up with God,but may upon very good ground | 
6G 


ficknefle be upon them )deftre to live though but asa Toad, 


_‘becaufe fuch great things cS upon their livesherein this © 


‘werld? Brethren, doe but fay this to your own hearts upon. 
oa oe | ferious 


r ~—-e 
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ferious meditation of this chat I am now {peaking of. What 
if God fhould come now to this Congregation , and fay toe 
very one of Jous Well, now the time that I have given you 
to provide for your eternal eftate, is ac an end; if you have 
done ycur work, well and good , you fhall be faved and pof- 


 {effe eternal glory; but you maft be caft according to that 


which is now done. 4 feare if fuch a meffage fhould come from 
heaven to many of us, it would make our hearts to ake with- 
in us , and we fhould cry out, O Lord,give me a little fpace 
before I goe hence and be no more feen: O that I might yee 
havea little more time. Suppofe God had taken you away 
when he took away fuch a kinfman or kinfwoman of yours, 
{ach a neighbour or friend , and death had come then, and 
$udgement had then been paft upon you; which way doe you 
thinke you muft have been caft? cannot fome of you rememe 


11§ 


ber, that if God had taken you away at fuch a time, or — 


when {uch a one dyed , you were then in fucha cafe, that you 
have caufe to think you had been certainly ftated in a condi- 
tion of eternal mifery ? therefore bleffe God that you are alive 
at this day, toheare of fuch a dottrine as this is 3 that fo 


Jong as you live, God gives you time to provide for your eter-, 


nal cftate. Pfalm. 78.38. the Textfayes , Ged did not ftirce up 


all bis anger, but called back: bie wrath; when ficknefle comes . 


upon men and women, fome: part of Gods anger is let out $ 
1, butif God had let out his anger but alittle more, what 


- would bavebecome of you? you had been gone: one ftroake 


more had caft you forever. I, but God was pleafedco call 


back his anger, and did not ftirre up all his wrath, O 


bleffe God for fparing you at fuch a time ; for certainly 
had you died then, your condition had been as irrecovee 


rable as the: Devells themfelves ; mow tis a day of grace, 


now you have the voyce of the Gofpel, and the glad 
tidings of falvation founding in your eares: but then you 
had been paft the time of grace, paft praying , and paft repen- 
ting :. now that you arenot paft this day, you are to prizé 
your fives. And brethren know wherein conkifts the worth 


of your lives , and the continuance of them; there is.a hor 


Q 2 rible 
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rible impudence in fome’men, they would faine have their 
lives lengthened, tohave their lufts more fatisfied;did God , 
give thee thy life for this end? no, theend why thou fhouldft a 
_ defire to live is, that thou mayefthave further time to make 
‘ ~ provifion for that which is of {uch infinite confequence, which 
if ic be not done, it had been better for thee to have been a 
Toad or ent, orthevileft creature that ever lived. O 
that we had hearts to give God the glory of our lives, and 
to prize our lives aright ; excellent effets would proceed 
from it, were our hearts wrought to thefe things. 

But Secondly, Ifthe onely time that we have to provide 
for eternity be the time of this life, how then are thofe tobe 
reproved that mifpend and {quander away this precjous time 

\ of their lives about vanities, and neglect the great bufineffe 
| chat they were fent into the worldfor? If fuch great things 
7 depend upon our lives, then the loffe of the time of our lives 
is a moft dreadful loffe; weallfay time is precious , and it 
is fo, and the through-underftanding and applying of this | 
‘ae would make us fee time precious indeed: If there could 
an extra& of the quinteffence of all the pearles in the world 
put into one, ic would not be fuch a prectous pearleas this 
time of our lives, becaufe there is that depends upon it that 
is mfinitely more worth then ten thoufand worlds; however 
men and women make little of their time 5. and play and {port 
it away , yet there isno moment of thy time that thou doeft 
mifpend, but for oughc thou knoweft it might be the very 
woment upon which thy eternal condition doth depend : 
thou goeft abroad, and art merry, and-jocund, and mif- 
deft thy time , and abufeft thy felf; I-fay for ought thou 
noweft that inftant of thy finning might be the very moment 
upon which the very hinge of all thy eternall condition de- 
a 3 and did we underftand this dof&rine aright,. we | 
ould fee it to be an exceeding great evil and folly, to mif- 
pend our precious time: men ordinarily live in the world as 
if chey had nothing to doe here, but onely to make provifion - 
for the fiefh. Ifaman fhould come to the City about a bufi- 
nefic thas concernes his life, and the time he hath todoe icin 
a as g° 2 were 


i 
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were very fhort, how induftrioufly (doe you think) would he 


fpend that time ! every time the clock ftrikes, would {trike to 


his heart ; or fuppofe God fhould fend a damned foul that is 


now in hell into the world againe, and fhould fay thus to 


_. him, Soul,you thall goeand live againe in the world; and] 
will giveyou a little {pace , you fhall livea quarter or halfa 


yeare; (orif ic were but a moneth or week ) and I will put 
you in fuch an effate that there fhall be. a_poffibility for you to 
make your peace with me, and to deliver your felf from this 
mifery that you areunder ; I appeal to you, how doe you 
think fuch:a one would {pend his time ? now as you are per- 
{waded and convineed in your confciences, how fuch a one 


. would {pend his time , fo doe you labour to fpend your time ; 


many would have rules to guide them in their way ; why 


take chis rule, if fuch a thing could be, that a damned foul 
_ could be fent into the world again, and beina poffibility of 
_ another eftate , I fay, What you think fuch a one would doe, 
that doe you: If one fhould come and fay to him,what thall I 


givefor your time that is granted to you? how would he 
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contemne him? if you offer him Crownes and Kingdomes, ~ 


hig all the world for his time, (be it buca week, or a day ) 


he would fcorne fuch an offer, and’ prize one day more then 
a thoufand worlds. Now you have had dayes and weekes, 


one after another , and yet for ought you know you are liable 
to eternal ruine ; ‘and P hit know not whether you have a 

Ore your eternal condition be ftated 
upon you 3 O what need then have you to improve your 


How few think of the paffing away of their time 7 or that 


‘any great matter depends upon the time of ‘their lives here in 


this world! you would countit a great folly and madnefleif — 


_ aman hada precious oylethat were worth a thoufand pound 


a pinte, and he fhauld fet up a light with this oyle to talke 
or. play.dr dog trifling things by ; what! a lampe that is fed by. 
fuch oyle, that'is worth thoufands! {urely. this lampe fhould 
be for fome weighty bufinefle, and not for trifles:: Know 


brethren 5: that the time df your lives is this lampe, lighted - 
—_ | | Ogle Up 
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up,and fed wich fuch precious oy le:O do not {quander itaway 
then about trifles and vanicies 3 for there are things of infinite 
concemmment that you have to doe in this time of your lives; - 


_tis the great charge of Chrift againft Jezebel ,- Revel.2.21. 
And I gave ber {pace to repent of her fornication , but fhe repented 


not. remember an expreflion of awoman that was in great 
diftreffe of conf{cience ; fome came to her , and endeavouring 
what they could co perfwade her that there was hopes of mere 
cy for her, fhe lookt wich a gaftly countenance upon them, 
and faid , Call time agaix,, nal time again: asif the had faid, if 
you can call time again, there may be hope for me. Cere 
tainly we dog not.conider what depends upon time; itisa 
good figne of an enlightned. confeience, «#0 make confcience 
of time: there is nothing puesa more-ferious frame into a 
mans {pirit, then to know the worth of his time; fayes: one 
(in difcovering the loffe of the opportunity of time ? {uppofe 
«there were a company of men failing to fea,.and they come 
at laft co a little Ifland that lies in the middeff of the fea mae - 
ny thoufand miles from any other Land, and they goe and 
refrefh themfelves upon the Jfland, buc fayes the Marrtner, 
look to your felves, be not farre off, be within call, for } 
will not ftay for any of you: the ald men ic may be are afraid 
zo be too farre; but the young men truft to their. legs , and 


_ think they can make hafte ; ‘bue the Mariner is. gone, and they 


are left behinde and: perish: tis true, while-we are here in 
this world, weare refrefhing our felves; but be fure, fayes 
Gad,you be ready when I call; and Gods call is the time of 
death: now God he calls , and poor creatures are not rea~ 
dy , and fothey perifh eternally. O the lofle of the time of 


your lives will be a dreadful lofle one-day , and it will pierce 
- your fouls tothink that ance you had a day of grace, but 


now his have no. times judgement is now paft upon youy,. 
and there isnoremedy. It is reported of a. woman who had 


her houfe on fire , that fhewas very bufie and: {penc.her: time 
about faving of ttifles , and in che macane time had.a, childe in 
the cradle, and forgotthat; and when the lookt upon .what: 
the had'faved , the faw-a few trifling things, butthen ‘iccame 


—3nto 


a ‘ 
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into her minde , O what is become of my childe!. and ima- 
gining that her childe had been burnt ¢ though it wa8faved ) 
fhe ran mad, toconfider that fhe fhould be fo foolifh, as to 
minde things of noconcernment, and to forget her childe. 
Take heed it benot your cafe; you heare that time is preci- 
_ ous, and that there are great things that concerne your 
! | fouls andeternal eondition, which you have to doe; and 
- you {pend your time to get eftates, to geta little pleafure, or 
honour in the world ; but now, when the concluffon of all 
fhall come; and you fhall look back to fee what you have 
done, and God fhall come and call you to an account, and 
fay, Well, nowthereis an end of your time,’ what have 
you done in this werfd ?- It may be you can fay, Lord, Thave 


TUM ee a OC i 
i 


ee 


got an eftate , and I haveled a merry and jovial lifes but all 
this while, what haft thou done for thy foul ?. what haft chou 
done for eternity ? ‘what haft chou done for the making up of 
thy peace ? what haft thou done about thofe things that 


~ are of {ach infinite weight and confequence? thy heart now 
will be overwhelmed with this thought , OLord, I didtfor- — 
get my foul, Ihadnothoughts about my eternal eftate, I 
have {pent a great deal more time in playing, then in pray- 
ing ; at leaft more time in playing then I have done in praying | 
- to God in private, tomake my peacewith him: however ic, 
may be you can paffe away your time merrily here, yet ic 
willbe a dreadtul thing to you hereafter, when you 3 
know what: was the bufinefle of your time, and what you 
| were borne for. _] remember Bernard hath anotable exprefli- 
‘on, fpeaking of fome calling one to another, Come lectus 
be merry till an houre be paft ; fayes he ({peaking with indig~ 
nation againft fuch folly) What wilt thon doe thas and thus til 
an honve be paft, till time be paft \wbat ‘paffe away that which the 
mercy of thy Creator bath fo farre indulged to thee as to give .it thee 
- for repenpance , and toget grace and te obtaine pardox. What to 
paffe away tiine in which thou oughteft to be breathing after 
that life and bleffedneffe which thou haft loft ! Ic becomes men 
_« that have not made up sheir peace with God, to {pend their 
daycs in bewalling of their Efal and miferable cqndition, 
eat. oy Be ancl. 


ae 
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and not in merrineffe and jollity, in chambering and wan- 
tonneffe; how wile thou with one day that thy time had 
been {pent rather in mourning: and lamenting ? {ayes Abra- 
ham to Dives 5 Sonjremember that thou in thy life time recei- 

, vedft chy pleafures ; this life is not the life of thy fenfual 
pleafures, but to make all even between God and thy fouls. 
when God is fo gracious as to give us {pace for fuch great ends - 
as he doth in this world, he, expects that all che children of. 
men fhould {pend their dayes in feeking his face, and in ma- 

king up their peace with him; in prizing his mercy , in ad-. 
miring and adoring theriches of his grace and goodnefle in. 
his Son-+ but where doe we finde this? what a different courfe. 

of lifeis there in moft men from what God expeéts? they. 
are guilty of defperate folly that {quander away their precious 
time, feeing all dependsuponit. — a | a 
Thirdly , Ifafcer death comes judgement, certainly then, - 
when death findes any man unprepared in an eftate of unre-. 
generacy , that hath not made his peace with God, it muft. 

-needes be exceeding dreadful becaufe it brings judgenient,: 

and ftates fuch a one in his eternal condition. Hob. 18. 14. 
Death is called. chere the King of terrors; and well may. it be 
fo; for-indeed it is the moft dreadful thing in the world, to | 
thofe that underftand the meaning of their own. finful ftate — 


f 


and condition: there is enough in thisto.daunt the heartof - — 


the proudeft ftubhorneft wretch that lives upon the earth, tg 
_confider that now J am Jaunching into the ocean -of eternity ; 
but God knows I have made little provifion for it; it may. 
be it is the ocean of the wrath of this infinite God that I am 
now launching into, ‘and muft bein for ever; certainly (except 
thou haft. good aflurance of the work done between God and 
- thy foul). the fight of the infinite ocean thou art launching 
into immediately after death, cannot but make thee givea 
_ Areadful thricke when thou feeft thou art now like togmifear-_ 
ry eternally ; death taking an. ungodly man, it is no other 
but the. cutting : afunder of the thred upon which he hung over 
the pit of: eternal mifery. Icisthe pulling up.of the flood, 
gates of Gods eternall wrath. Here when afflictions are 
| | | upon 


ye ee 
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of water onely ; but there is a vatt difference between thofe 
‘drops, and when the flood-gates are pulled up, then the 
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on men and women, Gods wrath is but onely like the . 


litele droppings of water through the flood-gates; as you fee 


in flood-gatessthere will be fome leakings forth of fome drops _ 


ftreames gufh out abundantly: juft fo is ic with Gods dealings 


‘here in the world with ungodly men; ic may be Gods hand 


is upon them in. many afflictions, but thefe are but as fome 


few drops of his wrath ; but when death comes and findes them 


unprepared., then God pulls up the flood-gates, and then 
the ftreames of the wrath of the almighty overflow them ; 
death to them will beno other then the Sergeant of the Lord 
of hofts to hale them to prifon: It will be a taking up of the 
draw-bridge, Ic will be tothem a difmal and dreadful Sun- 
fet, that brings with ic a night of eternal darknefle, and chat 
will be a moft dreadful Sun-fec that fhall never have day mores 
why , know that at death the day of grace and falvation {ets 


‘ tothee, and an eternal night of difmal blackneffe and dark- 


neffe will be upon thee; fo that when thou art going out of 


‘this world,and thy peace not made with God, thou muft then 


Peed . 


bid farewel toall comforts and to whatever thou didft enjoy. ~ 


Now farewel thofe excellent truths of God, that I have had. 
revealed to me: I fhall never heare fuch gracious truths out of 
the mouthes of Gods minifters more. . Now farewel all my 
loving friends, that I rejoyced fo much im, and all the mer- 
ry mectings that ever I have had; I fhall never have them 
more. Farewel now wife, husband, children, J {hall ne- 
ver fee your faces more. Yeafarewel houfe and lands, and, 
all delights ; farewel Sun and Moon and Stars, and all the 
world; I (ball never fee you againe till I fee you all of a light 
fire , at the great and dreadful day of Chrift. And now} am 
leaving-the world and all the comforts here, and all the 
‘meanes of grace here; and OLord, whither am I going? Ic 
was a{pecch of Pope Adrian, when he was to dye, fayeshey 


O my foul’, my foul, whither art thou going ? thou {halt never be 


merry more , #5 thou was wont to be. It isa .doleful thing for a. 


poor creature, whofe time is .* end, nottoknow whi- 


ther 
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ther he is going ; tothink of former pleafures and delights, 
and never tohave them more. Me thinkes when I coniider 
the death of any ungodly man, that place in Ifaieb 10.3, 
comes to my miade, And what will you doe in the day of vifita- 
tion ? Ic istrue, thou doeft now ruffle it ouc in the world,. 
and takeft thy fill of pleafure, and beareft al] before thee, 


ad 


and wile have thy minde, and art flout, and ftubborn in thy 


way, and fcorneft the truthes of God by his Minifters: but 
what wilt chou doe in the day of vifitation, when the time 
fhall come that puts an end untothy dayes here? O the change 


_ thae wil chen bein thy fpirit! God will then look upon thee 


with indignation, andfay , Owretchcd creature , that haft 
fpent thy dayes in vanity , thou fhalt continue no longer in 
this world ; and now the wrath of the Almighty is let out up= 
on thee; Thou art upon thy fick bed in diftrefle, and con{ci- 
ence now is ayabenal and corturesthat foul of thine, and 
tellsthee, that fuch and fuch wickedneffe at fucha time, in | 
fuch a company, in fuch achamber, thou didft commit ; and 
thou beginft now to curfe thy felfe for thy folly , and for neg 


- e&ing the day _ Brace and falvatton; and now thy time is 
3 


almoft gone; well, thy ficknefk encreafeth , thy paines con- 
tinue, thy friends are all fent for, and they come about thee 
berate ofthee, and thou beginnecft to look gaftly, and- 
draweft thy breath fhort , and the devil waits for his prey 5° 
thy mouth falls, thy foul departs, and there is an end of . 
thee; anend of allt Y pride > and an end of all thy ftourt-~ 
nefle, and an ¢nd of all thy vanity, and wickedneffe: and 
this isthe man that hath noe made God his portion : mercy 
Rath had her time, but thou haft negle&ed it, and now thou 
art goneforever. We {peak much of the mercy of God, and 


is it not rich mercy for God to give to thee, a wretched fin- 


fnl creature, fuch a bleffed time of repentance as thou haftin 
this world ? for God tocall , and cry tothee, and to tender 


- thee grace and-pardon, and-peace; he did not doe fo to the 


_ Angels that finned ; when th 


committed but one fin again 
God, he caftthem away, and would: not fo much as treat 
With them about any termes of peace : and therefore f _ 
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thou haft had chy time already , let all che Angels in Heaven, 
and Saints and creatures, yea and devils themfelves , acknow- 


ledge thac God was merci I co this man, to this wretched 
man and‘woman, that had fuch a faire time, though now 
judgement be upon them. O my brethren, the thoughts of 
death under this notion , hath a great deal in it to work upon 


your hearts. IrememberI have heard of one that ufed to . 


pray fix timesa day, and being asked why he fpent fo much. 
timein praying, he gaveno gther anfwer but this, I muft 
dye, Imuft dye; that which wasto come after, would put 
a period to the time of his life, upon which fo much did de- 
end. Orthat we had hearts to confider ic s.and that we. 
bnew » even now in this our day; thethings that belong to 
our everlafting peace, before itbe too late. Brethren, thefe 
things are of infinice concernment to your immortal fouls; 


the Lord grant they may be prevalent upon every one of 


us. 7 sa | 
‘ Wemay apply this dreadfulneffe of death (that followes 
upon the meditation of this point I have been upon ) unto di- 


vers forts se sal : asfirft, me thinkes itfhould be of great 
cacy to work upon the hearts of old people; your __ 
‘timeisneer, you had need be fure that your work is done; 


force and e 


for certainly you have no long time for the accomplifhing 
of that great work, of making your peace with God; ic is 


~~” “three or foure a clock (asit were) in your day of grace, the 
~ Sun is fetting with you. Now ifa man be to goe a iat 


upon his life , and hath neglef&ed the fore-noon, and mu 


of the after-noon alfo, and fees the Sun draw low, he thinkes _ 
with himfelf, I had need make hafte now, for if the Sun be - 


123° 
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once fet, andI not at my journeyes end, Tama loftman,< - 


my lifeisgone. They that goe over where the Sea is d 


at onetime, and flowes at another, but fo that if they miffe ~ 


4 


me 


but half an houre,they are dead oien, if by their watch they +” 


finde the time is almoft come for the waters to returne, then 


their hearts are daunted , and they fay one to another, we 


had need make hafte, for the time is almoft at an end. Ocon- 


Geer 5 Doe “FO 
, 


-fider chis you eld men , that have neglected che time of your 
| a or 7 youth, 
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youth, and now your time is almoft at an end, know in this" 


_ your day the things of yourpeace, double now your dili- 


"gence. Ic isa moft dreadful thing to fee an old wicked man, | 


an old finner, an old fcorner, an old carnal wretch, that 


_ never underftood the great bufineffe that he came into the 
' world for. 


- ginsto refle& upon himfe 


Secondly , this concernes all prophane wretches , who in- 
ftead of doing the work of their time, and preparing for their 
everlafting eftate, goe dire&ly backwards, and make the 
breach between God and their fouls wider. If a man have a 


~ @ 


ourney to goefor his life, and he muft goe it before the Sun 

be fet, and he goes a quite contrary way; when he be- 
if > hethen fayes, where am I ? If 

the Sun goe downe before] am at my journeyes end, Tama 
dead man: fois itwith you chat goe on in wayes of pro- 
haneffe, God hath fent you here to lives; to the praife of 

isname, and to work out your falvation with feare and 


trembling ,-andyou have gone dire&ly backward, and the 
time of your lives hath been fpent in nothing elfe , but in- 


making your felves-feaven-fold more the children of wrath 


then before: youhad need now look to your felves ; for if 
you dyein your courfe of prophaneffe you are undone for 
ever. 7 

Thirdly , for thofe that have been heretofore in a good 
forwardneffe in the way of life and falvation, that ‘have had 
fome ftirrings of confcience in them, but yet through the 
violence of their lufts have been turned back againe, and have 
fallen offfrom their former ftate; certainly this point might 
ftrikethee to theheart. As a man that is to goe over the Sea 
for his life by fuch a time, and he hath a good gale for the 
prefent, but whenhe is come neer the haven , a great guft 
drives him back againe; Owhata fadcondition is this man — 
in? fo is it with thee ; the time was when thou hadft a good 


gale; God came gracioufly.to thee, by the work-of his {pirit, 
‘and thou feemedft to be ina good forwardneffe in the work 
thou waft borne for ; burt the guft of fin , and the violence of 
Auft,, hath carried thee quite back againe, and now shou art 
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- further off then before: how fhould this awaken thee to im- 


proveall thy time and opportunities to the uttermoft for the 
good of thy foul. ue as 
~ Againe, this concernes thofe that upon every difcontent 


with themfelves dead ; as.fome froward ‘saute > if any thing ~ 


croffes them ; they prefently with themfelves in the grave. 
vaine man and woman , doft thou know what thou doeft, to 


- with thetime of thy life ac an end? thou mayeft meet with 


another manner of difcontent then ever thou mecft wichall 
here; forafter death comes judgement. Amos 5.18. Wee unto 
you that defire the day of the Lord, to what end is it for you? 


"the day of the Lord is darkneffe and not light. So 1 fay, woe to 
them that in-a froward ‘mood: defire the day of the Lord, 


which is not 4 day of light, but liketo be a day of darkneffe 


unto them, for a they can tell. Inftead of giving God | 


the praife of thy life , upon every fullen mood doeft chou with 
thy felf dead?, thisis a great difhonour.to the graceand mct- 
cy of God extended towards thee. _ a 7 ae 
Again , this concernes thofe that upon every. drunken occa- 
fion, fora word.or two, will venture their lives: tis true, 
fooles will venture their lives for trifles, becaufe they know 
not the worth of them; but thofe who know the worth of 


their lives will not doe fo. . I remember aftory of a Philofo- 


pher,being at Sea and in danger ofhis life , he was mightily 
afraid , and the Marriners werenot at all afraid: what (fay 
they) are youa Philofopber afraid , when we rude Marriners 


doc not feare? I (fays he) there is reafon:for it; for if I dye, 


a Philofopher is gone ; but for yop, your lives are not worth 


much: fo they that are, ready to venture their lives in a 


drunken quarrel ; and will venture nothing for God , arid a 


‘good caufe, know not what their lives are worth, and that 


is the reafon they are fo willing to throw them away. | 
Again , it concernes thofethat in trouble and: anguifh of 
eonfcience are ready to lay violent hands upon themfelves 


| to take away their lives 3 one would think this poiat thus o- 
ened and applyed might for ever keep back fuch a:temptation. 


for time to come, - What. an,.infinite: defperate. folly. 1s th 


1S» 
that. 
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that I chat am made fenfible of Gods wrath, and am afraid 
of it, fhall yet doe that which may put me irrecoverably in- 
to it , and ftate me eternally init, asthey doe who lay vias - 
lent hands upon themfelves. Ifany people in the world fhould 
defire che continuance of their lives, and prize them ata high ° 
_rate, thofe that are troubled in confcience fhould doe ic ; they 
fhould pray Davids prayer, Pfalm.39.13. O {pare me, that L 
may recover Rrength , before Igoe hence anabeuomere. Andufe _ 
Gods own argument Pfz/m.103.13,14. where it is faid, God” 
is merciful to his people , becaufe he remembers they are but 
duft. So doe thou plead with God, and fay, OLord, {pare 
_ me, Iambut duft, and‘as a winde that paffech away and 
fhall never returne againe; now is the time wherein thou: 
haft faid thou wilt be intreated : O let my life be continued, 
for if this time be out , I am gone for ever. 
Laftly, this concernes thofe that have been (as they thought) 
upon theirdeath beds, that have apprehended themfelves as 
dying, and havehad this truth fomewhac fetled upon them, — 
,  thathavefeen eternity before them, and have’ been in danger 
| Co they conceived) of everlafting ruine , and in their own 
earts have received. judgement , ‘bute God hath magnified 
his mercy towards them , and reftored chem againe: perhaps 
in this condition when thou faweft and hadft the judgement in 
thine own heart, that thy time was gone, thou then madeft 
promifes,and faydeft, O if God would fpare my life, whata 
new man would Ibe! ] would be fure to make ufe of my 
timein another manner then ever heretofore: Well, God _ 
hath raifed thee up againe, 2nd what then? why now thou 
wile venture upon Gods patience, and his wrath too; O woe 
so thee,when thy dayes are ended, and this judgement comes, 
ic will fall dreadtully upon thee. ae 
_ Wherefore my. brethren, let me {peak to you all (for I. am 
not come this day onely to {pend-an houre with you, but to 
doe your fouls fome good) be it knownto you, this ts yout 
_ day, the day of grace and falvation: And yet once againe, 
in the name of God, I declare unto you, this truth oe . 
fing youhave heard i¢ many times before ) chat. there is sti 


- forth, nowisthe acceprable time, and t 
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the worft, the vileft in the congregation, that is come through 
the providence of God before God this day, but for ought - 
we know itis poffible for thy finnes to be pardoned ; it is pof- 
fible yet for thy foul to be faved , for God to be reconciled to 
thee, and this day it is once more declared to thee , that thou 
art not yet ftated in eternal mifery, which might have b 

thy condition before now : O that when you are gone home, — 
you would get into your clofets, and falldown before God, — 
and bleffe him for this mefflage,, once more preached to you. 
Beloved, if1, orany of ete canit of the E 

fent by God to the gates of hell, with this meflage, O you 
damned fpirits , know from the Lord, that thereis a otbi- 
lity for you to be faved , certainly they would with joytulneffle 
hearken to fuch tidings. Now this cannot be preached to 


- them, but this may be, this is preached to the vileft and wic- 


kedeft wretch , and enemy toGod and goodneffe that is in 
the congregation 3 and God declares this now to you, but 
how long it will be before judgement comes to ftace thee in 
another condition , thou canft not tell, therefore know in 
this thy day the things of thy eternal peace: and who knows 
what may depend upon one day? yet prayers and teares ma 

doe thee good; but flayawhile, and though ftreames o 
bloud fhould flow from thee, and thou fhouldeft cry and 
howle to God to all eternity , ic would never doeit; there- 
fore know your time ; itis ahappy thing for a man to doe a. ~ 
bufin fe in fuch a time wherein he may have the benefit of it; 
amongft men, though a thing be done, yet if not in the feafon 
ofit, it lofes of its worth and efficacy : fo now prayers, and 
teares, and mourning, and crying to God for.mercy, the 
efficacy of thefe things are gone, except they be done in 
time ;. and for ought thou knoweft unleffe they be done this 


. day , or to morrow, or very fhortly, they may doe thre 


no good: at all :therefore now take your time; God pro- 


-claimes ands fayes to every one of you this day, Poor crea-- 


tures , as ever you expeft to receive mercy in the day of 
Chrift , look to it now;. for now the goldengcepter is ftretched 
of grace and: 

alvation,; 


he 


o,. 
g. *; 


ord, fhould be 
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falvation, comeinand accept of the offers and: tenders of 
grace and mercy now , or elie you are gone for ever. , 
__ Wherefore then let chis take offall flightneffe of heart, and. 
thofe roving difpofitions of your fpirits , that run fo after 
vanities. Ifa man that were wilde in his thoughts , and that 
had his eyesroving up and down, fhould have one fay to 
him, Sir, confider what you doe, for it concerifes your life, 
if you mifcarry you are adead man, it would makehim call ~ 
in his thoughts , and compofe his fpiric: fo , if thou haft a 
flight and wandring heart, this is faid to thee this day, _ 
friend, poor foul, know what thou art doing ; even this © 
dayes work concernes thy life, thy eternal eftate,and take your 
felves off from all creatures,ti] you have done fo great a work; 
fo faies the Apoftle 1 Cor. 7.29, 30, 31,32. Brethren, the time 
is fhort, it remaineth that both they that bave Wives be as if they 
had none ; and they that weep as though they wept not; and they 
that rejoece as though they rejoiced not ; and they that buy as though 


. they poffeffed not 3. the time is. foort. The word is, the time 


is wraptup, itis-folded up; it is a Metaphor taken from 
cloth that is folded even to the very fagend: the timeis all. 
folded up (fayes the Apoftle) x fats 8 let your hearts be 
taken off from the creature. Truly brethren, whatever you 
think of this point, yet thofe that underftand themfelves a- 
right, would not venture to be in an unconverted eftate one 
half houre for ten thoufand worlds ; for they know that 
when death comes, then judgement alfo comes. i ¢ 
_. And you that are poor people, who live hardly , and in 
great extremity inthis world, yet fo long as you live here, 
your condition is comfortable; for you have time to doe 
that worke that is of fuch mighty confequence for the good 
of your fouls: And indeed upon the confideration of this 
oint, peoples hearts fhould be taken off from the creature 3 
aman had better live here in order to that great work, 
though asa ftock, or login the fire, then to be taken away 
before he hath done that work he was fent into the world for. 
When men arein paine, they would faine dye; 1, but did 
chey know what will be the ftate and condition of a wicked 
, — | man 
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man immediately after his death, they would rather live, 
though as the miferableft creatures in the world. . 

~. Ad confider all you young ones, now while God gives _ 
you time, of this great work of making your peace with him. 
If a man were to goe over Sca about a bufinefle of great 

_ weight, ‘after he comes upon the fhore ,. what fhould. his 
firft thought be ? lec him firft make fure of his great work, and 

‘ then be merry afterwards. If thou haft made {ure of this . 
great work, that thy peace is made up with God, and that 
thy everlafting eftate is fecure, then thou mayeft be merry 
amongft thy friends, and mayeft live joyfully , and comfor- 
tably all chy dayes. It was the complainc of one, that'Art 
slong, and life fhort ; but furely the art of providing for-e- 
ternity isa long and difficule art, and thy life is fhore and 
uncertaine; O.therefore doe not put off this great work, as 
-. Seneca fpeakes of fome, they are alwayes about to doe, they 
will ,. and they will, and are abouc,to live, bue never live. 

‘O that you that are young ones would begin betimes; and 
this point fetled upon the hearts of young ones, would caufe . 
them to apply themfelves with all their might to the great 
work of theirfouls, And that which you do, be fureyou do — 

it with all your might ; which isthe Argument of the Holy 

~ Ghoft, Ecclef'9.10. Whatjogver thy hand findeth to doe, dee 
at with thy might 5 forthere is no work, nov device 4 nor wifdome 

. in the grave whither thou goeft. If ever thou hadft a work to 
put forth thy ftrength about, O doe it here, doe not onely 
os hace fome faint wifhes and defires,; and fome fudden good . 
moods, as perhaps at the hearing of fuch a truth as this is, 
-yowhave fome fudden wifhes and inclinations; no, but work © 
out your falvation with feare and trembling , and be fure to 

- . take hold’of all opportunities, feeing {9 much depends upon 
.the fhort time of your lives. Ifa man were to goe over Sea 

_ for his life, and had a faire day and winde, it. were defperate 
madneffe for him to fay , Well, F have two or three dayes 
‘More to goe over in 5 and therefore J will not go now, and fo 
-negleés his gale; and when thofe days are paft, and the laf 
day comes, he thinks to go overs but cannot have a wind, for 
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aworld: fo, many chink they will repent when they come 
todye. O but take heed when thou hafta gale that thou doeft 


not negleét it, for feare it never come again 5 and know that 


if the Lord ftirres any of your hearts this day, or any other 
day , by his word , and you negle& it, and goeto your bufi- 


~neffe, and fhops, and to your fenfual pleafures and delights, 


you may hereafterdefire to have fuch a time of the working 
of Gods {pirit againe, and if you would give a thoufand 
worlds for it ( wereit in your power ) you cannot have it, 
therefore take heed you doe not negle& this great work. And ~ 
upon this ground labour'to make fure work ; for if a man 
had awork to doe, and having done it amiffe, he might 
mend ic afterwards, he need not be fo exa& about it: bucif 
aman be fetabouta work, and he knowes when it is gone 
out of his hands, he ean never mend it, he wil! not be care- 
ieffe in ic, but will lay his work co the rule, and labour to 
makeall (ure. - Know , it is fo with you about your. eternal 
condition : that which you doe in this world,muft be availa- 
ble forever; youcannot mend it afterwards. If after you 
{ee your felves caft, you fhould fay, O Lord give me farther 
time, and let me come into the world againe, and then I 
will mend this and the other faule that I was rebuked fors 
God will fay , no; youcannag returne into the world again; 
therefore it neerly concernes you to make all fure while you 
havetime. And doenot reft upon blinde hopes , and defpe- 
rate adventures 5 Ihopeic will be thus and thus with- me; 


_ but encertaine this thought, What if ic fhould prove otherwife? 


what ifI fhould. mifcarry ?. this will mightily daunt the heart 
ofa man, efpecially if he knows that upon his mifcarriage, 
heis adnate ae. 7 . | | 

Wee further , (which is another branch of the exhortation) 
‘my brerhPéri never baulk any way of God for feare of fuffe- 
ring ; be-willing co fuffer any es for Gods way. How 
doch dfollow? thus: If che time of thy life be that upon - 
which cheering of thy eternal condition. depends , then it 
eoncerns theéto goe through fitch whatever comes in thy 
ways astorinftance , fuppofe a man were going: to hare a 
. (. : . P ace 
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place , and he muft be there at fuch a time for his life, and 
riding apace through the ftreets the dogs bark ac him (as ufu- 


ally the dogs bark moft at thofe who ride fafteft) how little. 


doth he regard the barking of the dogs : bucdid a man ride 
onely for his recreation , thenit would be a little trouble- 
{ome to him: And when a man rides for hislife, though the 


clouds gather, and the rainefalls, yet he will not returne 3 
_ and if he meet wich foule and dirty.way , he will chrough it,’ 


or with a flough he will over ic, becaufe itis for his life: but 
if a man rides forrecreation onely , and meets with windes, 


and clouds, and ftermes , he turnes back again. Andtruly - 
brethren, the wayes of moft Chriftians in religion are ( me 
*thinks) fuch as if they took them up for recreation , and 
nothing elfe; thereforeif therebe buta cloud arife, a little 


trouble and affliftion appear, they repent their way, and - | 


prefently return back again. Obut did God reveal to thee 


- ‘what eternity is, and what depends upon the courfé of thy 


lifehere ? then though there be clouds, and ftormes , and 
tempefts, and ragged wayes, yet thou wilt be ready to goe 


through all. The conclufion therefore is this, whenever 


thou art tempted to fin, labour by what thou haftheardthis.- 


day to repell temptations ; and fay, God hath fhewed me this 
day the great errand and bufineffe I came into the world for ; 
of what infinite concernment thofe things are, that depend 


‘ upon the timeofmy life: fhall I then fatisfie the Iufts and 
corruptions of my own heart, and gratifiethe devil, and the 
world, andin the meane time negle& that which is of fo - 


reat importance for the good of my foul? Then once again, 

that you all knew in this yotr.day the things that concerne 
your eternal peace! Confider what hath been faid, and the 
Lord give you underftanding hearts to make ufe of it. 


This Sermon was preacht April 29.1641. 
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SERMON I, 


He words are apart of MofesbisSong' = = = page 
which Song is, ~ i 4 

j 1. The moft ancient Song inthe merld - ibid, 
 ~ 2.4 firituall and moft excellent Song ibid. 
3.A very delightful Sg © >: 2 ibid. 

4 AFypicad Song 2. ibid. 

_ Sede the opinion of Auftin 4 miraculous Song . . 3 

2 | rine | 

se -.  s- Dheve is none liketoGed, ss. 4. 

». 1. Becaufe whatever js in GodisGod himfelfe. «ig 

- 2. There is an mniverfall goodneffeinGod | , ~~ ~~ *tbid. 

3. All beings are but one excellency in God _. ~ dbid. 

4, All that isin'God is primitively in bim ibid. 


5. Ged can communicate bimfelfe fo as none can. 
4° Godcan comntunicate as much of bis goodneffe asbewil. 
Mind can make. the.creature.as fenfible of it ashe will «ibid. .. 
. . And Ged-can bring all evil at once upon the creature. - 
Andcan make the Meature as fenfible of that evill ashe will 6 


It fhould be onr cave in bebolding any good-er excellency imthe crea- 
- buresto-keep em ony thoughts. aud heartsyen, apprehension. of the 


«infinite diftance that there is between God. and. that creature 


oe 5) ahd. 
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The want of which bath been the caufe both of ontward Idolatryy | 


_ and of Spirituall Idolatry | oa 
There is none likg to God ; therefore none like to the people of God B 
None foould doe for their Idol-gods fo as Ggds people floould doe for 


their God 9 
What Idolaters will doe ix reference to their Idol-gods ibid . 
ot gs didblatersarey 

1. Earnef after thelr Tddl-gods* °° 8 Me 99 

2. They ave mad uppatWetldds = | ibid. 
3. The firength of the affections of Idolaters after their Idol-gods- 

appears hes Jer.8.1,2. | ibid. . 

4.Idolaters will be at any coft upon their Idols I 

5: Idolaters willing to-fuffer bay -shing for their Idol-gods ibid. 

6. Idolaters conftant to their Idols | Ibid. 


We thould take heed left any faculd bave thew hearts more fet upon 
cir Inflssthen ours are upnGod ==. © SC; ibid. 
Gods title of being glorious in holineecenfidered 6.5 3 
Holineffe in God what itis. -: _ 


a, Negatively : It is that whereby bis nature is free from all hind 
of mixturesand from the leaft foile and filth of finne._ . ibid. - 


9. Pofitively : It is the infinite rettitude and perfection of the will 


of God efpecially , wheveby be doth will and work all things ~ 


: futable to the infirite cacettency of bis owk bes 


stab P exces MEAG ae ve 
The holine[fe of God confidered by looking into the bolineffe of tbe 


‘ creature: | [oe Abid. 
a Hom God isglevions inbolinefe. 2 ie 
‘The Saints doe epesiglly gloryin God a aholyGed: “15 
- ‘The Angels.m Heaven. look sr inshis bolineffe's wud doe 
_— efpecially exalthim fromtbenee ibid. 

The Church of God adore God in bis blinefe .- -_ . ibid. 
God bimfelfe. feems to glory in bis bolineffe above any otber attri 
re id. 
God glories in Heaven as:the habitation of bis holinefe . 16. 
< God rejoycetle in bis people asthey are aboly. people. - ‘ibid. 
. Holineffe is move efpecially afcribed to the third perfon in the 
| Trinity | oe i ibid. 
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All the three perfons in the Trinity challenge an eqnall pari in 
the working of bolineffe iu the creature bid. 


Fet further, bolineffe muft needs be the glory of God, iets it is: 
\ the higheft perfettion and rectitude of axe intelligent free agent 


| " Holinefe in Scripture ie called the beauty of God a ibid. 
_ Holinefie, Some feeds of it, the very image of it onely in the crea= 
ture,is called the glory of God ' Rbid. 


Holineffe puts a luftre upon all the other attributes of God , ; and 
makes them glorious 
.\ Gods wane is glovious by bolineffe, becanfe the fpectall endl God 
aimes at in all bis works of creation and Dal is te 
- vance holinee - 
Why God bath thie title, sini: in bolineffe given he N 
bere in this Song of Mofes 
_ 1. To fhew that the infinite excellency of Gods power és fuck, thet 
it is without any mixture of evil in the exercife of it ibid. 
2.God manifefteth bere the greatuefte of bis wrath upon bis ene~ 
mies,and yet the glory of bis bolinefferalfo ibid. | 
3. This Title is given to God bere’, becaufe in thu great work_o 
bis be did manifeft his faitbfulne{si in ihe f bis prem: 
to bis people 


 — 


Ute. Od 
I. Hence Chriftians may obferve whether ever they wailetied God 
avight.or no, viz. by confidering mbat i is that are of ies 
that their foule clofeth with 
2.Gods people vould exceedingly comfort them{eloes in Godin bes 
they bave to doe with God as a boly God 
3.1f God be glorious in holinefi, fo are the Saints glorious i in bane 


alfo | 
Holimefs puts a glory upan their perfors | ibid. 
_ Holinefs puts a glory upon-ell they doe and enjay - aa 


HolineR is the very principle of eternal life. * oe 
Sane is the proper objet of Gods delight == ‘ibid. 
Holimfsi iS a Separation of the creature for God and eternall ae 

id. 


Hine in the Saints or a reverend re{pect- As them i i the 
Ber} 


. . by keeping bis worfbip pure 


7 df God be Zlovious in bolinefs,then we have all need of Fefue Chrift 
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very confciences of wicked men 


- ry" 
- te Tf God be glorious in bolinefs , then certainly God will maintain 
- . bolinefs in the world 


_ 25 
At concerns all men to bonour boline{s , and to fet ap the glory of 
Gods bolinefs as much as they can in the world 26 
Chriftians are efpecially to look to their hearts, to cleanfe them, 
when they draw nigh toGed — oo . ibid, 

5. As God is glorious in boline)s, fo we are to fet bim out in bis glory, 
: ag 

6. The confideration of Gods boline{s fhoutd humble us, and make us 
afamed for the remainder of that unholine/i that is in our hearts 


29 
SERMON II. 
| Shes words are briefly opened ..* = gt 
| oftrine. — | 


“That Chrift is the onely meaus of conveyance of all good that God 
the Father intends ta comnmuicate unto the children of men, in 
order to eternall life s beis allsandinall. : 


wre 
This truth is the great point of Divinity that is abjfelutely wesley 
. ‘toeternall life = = i 33 
Tis the fur of the Gofpel,and the moft fipernaturall truth revealed 
 inall the book of God | | 7 ibid. 


| A trath the Angels themfelves defire to pry into ~ ibid. 


Tis that which requires the work of the Spirit beyond the ordinary — 


works of the Spirit of God'to reveale it 


ine _. 34 
‘Tis @ truth that is the moft profitable of all the truths contained in 


-allthebook ofGod ke ~. * abid. 
‘There is no-truthin Scapture whereby we honour God fo neuch as by 


this ts 


| | 35 
‘The Dodirine proved . a oe a ee oe 
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How it comes to pafte that there can he no good communi 
" . cated unto us from Godin order to eternall lifes but by 
Chrift. 

1. Becaufe of the breach of the firft Covenant that God made with 
mankina- 37 
2. There is fach an infinite diftance. between God and man that 
_ there can be no comming together but by Chrift . - - 38 

3. There is the ftrength end curfe of the Lew upon sds foule natua. 
. rally, that keeps the faul from mercy gbid. 
4» There ave tbe cries of ape — — m8 » which muft 

” have Jatisfaion °. Wop oa. ee ce ADAMS 


How Chrift ic all in alt tousin Gods , ica of ¢ good 
- t0-uS. 
1. From the covenant that God the father made with bis fon from 

. alleternity .. ~. 39 
2. Chrift ainally comes to be ae way of conveyance if all good to ws, 
= Joking qur nature upon himsand fo making us arate te 7 
' ibid. 
3. Chrif? was content to come into the world, to be made the head of 
_ & fecond covenant between God and mainhinde 9 to perform 
. whatever God the Father foould require se the Sariafettion of 

_ divine juftice 40 
4. By this means Godin forgiving of ‘fi ity goes in a way of juftice. as 

well as in away of meccy 41 
5 And he ia the way of conveying grad to us as 2 bis jatacfetiiony 
7 by-bis entercefion ses 4 . 42 


Some foeciall great things we , bave from Gadsinfteiced ins 
+ andthat Chrift is alin all in thofe things, |. 

1. 1.Chifi; is allin all in the point of Fuftification and pardon of fir ity 

. andthe acceptation of us asvighteous 42. 

: -Itis not all that we have done, nor al oe we can Poli bly ie 

. that can be our juftification . 

. . dt is not what God enables us to doesthat cat 1 be the formality i; 

. onr jupification - ee _ abid. 
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It is not onely what we can ae or can be enabled to doe, but tie 
"not Gods mercy added, if barely tonfidered > that can ecke out 
our juftification mn hh 
2.Chrift i all in all in point of Adoption : 45 
« 3.Chrift & all in all in point of our reconciliation und peace witb: 
God 


i 46 
As  Chrift is alfin ull in point of all our Santtification that w,Sendi- | 


fication to life. ibid. 
5. Chrift is all in ail in the want of all things | 7 
6. Chrift is all in all in the enjoyment of all : ibi 
And as Chrift is all in all in the good we bave from Ged, fo be is 

alli in allin what ever wetenderuptoGod 43 


 Resfons why Ged will buve this: way of communication of 
bimfelfc unto us through bis Son. 
1. That hereby God might menifeft to all the childven of nien wbat 
a dreadfull breach their fins bad made between God and aie 
5 
_ a God tahes this way, becanft be foes it és the nnft adveuthgeoue 


+ for the mapifefiation of bis lory 52 
The page bis mercy . i  . * Sbid,. 
The glory of bis jaftice = ibid. | 
* The glory of bis wifdomt | 52 
The glory of bis bolinefi “ibid 

%: God faw there conld be no fuch way to draw poor finners to bime= 
Selfes as this. 53 
. God doth it to endeare bis mercy to bis Saints for ever. 55 


5+Gad delights to bonour bis Son, and therefore makes:bim to be the 


__ meansof conveyance of. all a to thofe be intends it to, ibid. | 
3. Jo admire the depths of the conncell of Godyand the infinite fa 


ofthe riches of bis grace unto mankind 


‘The work, of Redemption greaten then the work of C —_ | 


as We foould bleffe God that ever we. huew Chrift, and thut. the ny- 


Stevie of the Gopel bath been revealed to ws 37 


| as _— bow deare Jefu Chrift foould be ws unto me of §9. 
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4 If we have an juteroft is Chrift, it foould {atisfie end content pe 


 thagh we keve nothing or be nothing in our felves =. 
5. We Would be willing to give up all to Chrift . ibid. 
— °G. Chrift foowd be the rule of our prizing all things ibid, 
7. The beart fhould with mighty intention be carried forth — 
; ibid, 


fecking ofter God, we foould be five to take Chrift along or 
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~~ 


Ts words of the Text opened _ | ye — ~63 
There are great things that the Saints hope for; they are men of 
.  Wopes ns see ee 64 
Nine particulars infanced in, that. the. Seints bope --for 
Lhe hopes of the Saints are raifed up..in their bearts by the mighty 
power of the Holy Ghoft' ~ 2 ¢ ee «65 
Lhe different judgement of the Holy ghoft nud ‘cernall hearts 
«a. About earthly things ee ea 66 
= 2 About fpiritwdl things 
Spirituall and beavenly things that are the objects of faith, are 
veall and fubftantiall things > and faith gives then that eo 


° ‘ cflance : - ; tik 
oso | They are Subftentiall; for, a ae 
-AsThey bave more in them then appears to be in them - ibid. 
2. They have much of Godin them ° ibid. 


3- Tbey are the very centre of the thoughts and intentions of Gad 


. bimfelfesend that which be aimes atin all bis works towards his 


. Creatures ee a, ee -{) 
4: They bave a veel and fabftantiall operation upon the Seales of 
'.. -Sbofe that are acquainted with them ibid. 


‘5+ They have on sternall Subfifieny a _yibid. 
ie i ; = 2 ; 
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And fai tb gives them au bfantiall being sfor, 
Se Iti is fait b that carries the fon 0 aida Ahad upen Goa bimfelfe 


0+ 
2. By faith the foul comes to kwow what riches theve are in the dn. 
vious things of God,  $bid.. 
3. Faith converfeth with the glorious counfels of God ibid. 
4. Faith converfetb with the great things of the covenant of grace 
ibid. 
5. Faith receives the teftimony of the Holy Ghoft ibid. 


F aith makes the things of God that are abfent , and but hoped for, 
yet to be prefent tothe foul 


71. 
Evils shat are very nigh faith can make them at a mighty diftance 
ib 


bid. 
Good things that are abfent 9 and a great way off 5 =~ can make 
them as if they were really fubjifting —. _- dbid. 
| Faith makes.the shings of God thet are abjent » to beas d 
___.prefent. 4 
be x. Becanfe it fees them as ‘certataly as if they were already 7 
_ 2.Faith looks upon the prefent poffeffé on of things ibid ee 
a. InGbhriftour bead Zhancie Spere-fF ibid ‘ 
‘° 2.We have,the firft-fruits of the Spirit ibid.” 4 
3: Ti histime is nothing toeternity . — -. Gbid. \ 
A Faith eyes the things of Heaven ae j. 4 74, ; 
5+ The Saines enjoy all in God - ; « - tbid, 
F aith it felfe is a very fubftantiall thing | ibid. 
_ Lhe vanity of the faith of moft people difcovered 75 
“+ We muft nen to Sirengthen and exerci ife our faith in the things 
: we hope for . 
Spiritual and heavenly things gre things not oe . 76 i 
1, ph are bidden : | 
2. They ave beyond the principles of reafon ibid | 
3. The blindueff of man naturally is fuch- that be can not fee mes 
things” ibid. . : 
‘3 Gelindee things foin bis providence ‘ ‘shut be goth acontvaty 
. . way-Cas tofenfeand mtb towbat be bath promifed — ibid. 4 
We foonld ceafe wondering t at men of excellent ale and ica 
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doe not fit the things of God an, 2 
Faith doth evidence and . make firituall shinge clear we 4 $0 
Af He be an evidence to other things, then tt is an evidence to it 
elfe 81 
One way to be freed from donbts and fearesyisyby renewing the alt of 
faith it felfe 82 
dt is ae to caf ones 5 felfe upon the free grace of God in 
i ihid. 
Chrifisens flould be afraid of unbelief, aswell as of prefiemt i oe 


The admirable ufe of faith | 84 
Tis a wonderfull mercy to bave' faith to evidence all the glorious 
things of God ibid. 
Faith can make thofe that are ees weak parts to Sees the great 
things of God 85 
| epenenere ae | 
Doétrine. 
: T ere he ‘ eed liberty that Chriftiens enjoy ny by Cri ) ‘aa 
onely:b 7 | 
_ Inwhat Jenfe Chriftions are freed froin the Lew | : i. 89 


The rigour of the Law opened in 1 feventeen particularse | 


'g. It requires bard things of thofe that ave under it 

2.Itrequires things which are impofible to be performed by bf 
that areunder it: 

3. The Law exaiis all of us set the condition of perftion ibid. 

4. The Law accepts of no furety 92 

5. The rigour of the Lawis fuch 5 shat it acceps of no endeavours 
foort of perfection . - ibid. . 

6. The Law regnires conftancy.in ail we doe ‘lc... abd. 

7: The Law exatts sad ebedience it requires execeding rigeroaly 


hee ey, ae | 
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9: There is this rigour in the Law, that xpors any. the Le ech of 
. itit doth mtterly diftndble the foul for ever performieyg fee; — 


euce to st again: 
9. The Law requires as perfet obedience as cif webad all priviiple: 


that. might enable ws to keep it ibid. 

10. It requires it of Wy and yet gives us no frengtb te doe what it 

requires ot 
-11.Jn all the Law detb jt firikes at our life : ibid. 


12. Upon any breach, it doth prefeutly binde over the foul to everla- 
fling death ibid. 

13. When the Law is once offended, it will mever be made amends 
again by any shing we'are able to doe nr 


14. The Law accepts of no repentance 
15. The Lew when it bath opened our wounds = miferies fren ig 
ws no means of deliverance ibid. 
16. The Law accidentally ftirs up luft ibid. 
17. The promifes of the Law are but eed and lyin mer’ ff 


‘the peice af the Gofper 


This righut of the Lawwill met feem a 
3 if we confider, 
_4.That we bave to deale with a God-of infinite juptice wid bade! 


2. 2.If we confider thas fate of Prrfeaion w woerein Gad made mag at. 


__firft | | iba. 
_ 3.Ufwe underftand argh what fi nis . ibid. 
a . Ef we confider thofe mes that we all take for rane, that : 
_ bi 


are as s bard as 
eg we . Ufe.- = 
L¥, All men. in ‘their satura condition are in a wery eull cafe 


: 2. The faving of | a fouleé isa great ond mighty work ped. | 
| 3. Tis 0 wnine thing for carnal bearts to traf. to their goed mee 


"mings. | 
- a. Ff God reveal bimfal toe mean. oncly by the lan it as i Snpofille 


but the foul muft fige from bim ° 
Zhe uberty of the Gofpel 1s a precious kberty . on rs 
: Our 


Our bondage under the lam, m, and bert under the Gefpelyopened 
«from Gal.4.21 O¢, --. - “tbid, 
| The oe. of the Gafpel apened in Seventeen parti- 
| _ culars | 
| gf thou beeft a believer in Cliriftboe foalt not be caft for thy eter 
nal eftate by the law Ad. 
2 Thy Law-piver is no other then be thet is thy basband-an thy 
_ advocate ibid. | 
3 Thou art made a law to thy felf by baving the lew of God write 
. tent in-thy beart YOK. 
4. Though thete be many imperfetlions i in what thou doeft, yet if God 
can fpye-ont but the least good thing in thee, be wil take notice 
- ofthat, and caft away all the evil: ibid. 
3 Hf there be &defire in thee to doe good y God eccepts the will for 
the deed «102 
| 6: Though the Gofpel call for obedience set it doth it in a feet and 
_* foving way. ibid. 
$ ‘The Cafe and liberty of iy ‘comes witb sinndanee of hfe = 
 fivength.. - - 
8. beige “loth compafionate thofe that are med free by the « Gop 7 
9. The Gofpel bath a mighty efficacy to melt the hae ibid. 
‘10. The Gofped as it bath a melsing powers fo it bath és bealig 


1 sins againg the Golpel froalt not bave power toroot out amy ba- 
bits of grace 3 ea | 
42. The Gofpel takes advantage at our mifery to pardon us bi 
“13. A that is required of us may be accepted from another ‘bid. 
ix4. The grace of the Gofpxl frewes a way wherein God fhall bave all 


~ the wrong made him up thatever thy fins did him —-—siibid. 
| 785. aren perfed righteonfnefle made over unto us in n the Gof= 
pel 105. 
‘16. The Gofpel proclames admirable pr . did. 


ay The covenant it of the os Sad never ri Fee - ibid. 
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Wi 'He Text opened: 2 2° 2s 107. 1085 
ES | Do&rine. . iz 
Lbat the onely time that men have to provide for their eternal cone 
_, dition, is the time of this life ; if it be not done here > there is no 
-_ belp afterward, for after death comes judgement __. 10g 
This point is one of the moft ferions points that cancernes the children 


of men a Bee . tabid. 
Wicked men when they die, are tated in an-ivrecoverable evil conn 
- ~ dition So | a . 3 skbid. 
“The tenor upop. which we all bold qur lives’ + 119 


Thexe can be no repenting, nor believing after this life.-; -,. 112 
After death God takes amay ell means of grade... ° tid. | 
The fouls of wicked men are then fated in fuch a condition that 
- they can doe nothing butfin © 0 et _°... ibid. 
Att the great day Chrift gives up the Kingdom to the Father 
ies ied, GR eG rae 113 


-Prefently after death the wrath of God. is let out fully into the fuxles 
+, Of the wicked ees pee ens Se sh ibid. 
Ce, ue Se oe esr eg ee 
| Webave canfe to bleffe God for the continuance of our lives > Cer 
«cially thofe that have not throughly made their peace with Gods 
ud are not upon certain and infallible terms in this great bu- 
_ finefe of providing: for eH eternall efiates —— ibid.1 14,tl5 
ee a ot, RNC ys ge a: 
-Thifé are tobe. reproved that mifpend and {quander away the pre - 
> cious time of their lives about vanities, and negledt the great bu- 
__. Sineffe that they were -fent intothe World.fer === = 
lime an exceeding precious thing Abid. 
Few think of the pafing away of their time, or that any great mat- 
ter depends upon the time of their lives here inshie world © 137 
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" Whin death findes any man unprepared in an eftate of unvegenc- 


- racy, that bath not made his peace with God , it muft needs be 
exceeding dreadfull , pol it brings judgement , and ftates 


| fuch a ome in bis eternall condition 120 


Gods wrath let ont fully upon the wicked immediately after death 
| 121 


Khen they muft bid an. everlafting farewell to all comforts that ever 


they did enjoy 


° * 
The dreadfulneffe of death is applicable, 
1.Toold people, whofe time is neer.atanend; and therefore had 
need be fure that that great work be donesef making their peace 
pith God - : | 123 
2. To -propbane wretches, who inftead of doing the work of thetr 
time, and preparing for their everlafting eftate , goe direcily 


‘ibid. 


backwards , and make the breach between God and their foules 
_ 3.0 thofe that have heretofore been in a good forwardnelfe in the 


wider 


way of life and falvation , bat yet through the violence of their 
lufts have been turnd back againe. | — ibid. 
4- To thofe that upon every difcontent wifh themfelves dead 


5. Tothofe that upon every drunken ‘occasion for a word ortwo will - 


venture their lives — : _ ibid. 


6.Tothofe that in trouble and anguifl of confciesce are ready to | 


lay violent bands upon themfelves ~ ibid. 


| 7. To thofe that bave been upon their death beds as they thought, 


and in danger of everlafting ruine, and. did then promife if 
’ they lived what new people they would be,but afterwards for- 


vot al, 


5 ts oe | 12 
_” The efficacy and worth of a thing is when it ia done in the feafon. of 
| | ae 


Le a 27 
The confideratian of time, and the worth of it, foould takeoff al 
_ 128 


_. fleightnelfe of beart,and roving difpofitions os 
The confideration of this point er take off peoples hearts be | 
: - 3 2 1 bC the: 
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the creature ibid. a 
All young ones foould now while God gives them time,Jabour to make 

their peace with him | i299 
The danger of putting off the worke of repentance ti] we ‘de 
130 
- We foould labour to make fure work in the great bufineR of our eters 
pa cftate, becaufe that which is done in this world is ue 

or ever bid. 
- Wee fhould not baulk any way of God for feare of faffering ; 

ide 


Te emptations to fiune are to be repelled by the confideration of the 
grit brfine me came into the world for 13 


eats ttt tt ii igs itis. 
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gettiteneienetiteens — 


ERRATA, 


IN fome of the books, ».8./.33. for reference read inference, p.9. 1.11. for 

notion, r. Nation, /.19. for Numb.27. r. Numb.23. p.17. 1,27. fer fo take 
all, r. take all, p.23. 4.19. for them, r. bim, p.25.1.3. obferve no ftop at con- 
{ciences, p.26. 1.26. for in this holy worfhip, r. in his holy worfhip, p.31, 


~ _ pead the texe thus, but Chrift is all,and in all. p. 37. 1.33. for the humane, r, 


-- pumane, p.s4. 1.24. read doe but take this one rule for that; p.76, lait line, 
fer 2 Cor.2.1, 2 Cot.4. p.99. 430. for Leviz,29. 7. Levit.25, 
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